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MAGDALEN CHURCHYARD. 



On the decline of a fine day in autumn^ having 
passed through the magnificent garden of the Tuil- 
eiies, I repaired to indulge my melancholy thoughts, 
under the thick foliage of Elysian groves. I had 
already, xnKh a rapid stiide, crossed the place of 
the revolution, of that spot still drenched in human 
blood ; and I had reached the declivity, which leads 
to the new bridge, when a brilliant aght arrested my 
footsteps, and rivetted my attention. Above the trees, 
which close the hori»m on the right, a thousand 
streams of liquid flames ^uted, forking in every di- 
rection, filling the atmosphere with their checkered 
fonn% and furrowed the air with their luminous curves. 



2 THEMAGDAIEIY 

A vast curtain of blaek clouds, spread ($ver out part of 
the sky, made a striking contrast with the biilliancies 
of those dazzling sheaves of fire. To enjoy the splendid 
scene, I had seated myself on the railing of the bridge, 
resting my back against a lamp post The silence 
which surrounded me was only interrupted by distant 
clamours, wafted on the wings of the wind, and by the 
waves of the Seine under my feet. The atmosphere 
was soon spread with a net of fire, whose -shining 
meshes gave a yellowish hue to the surrounding trees. 
At tlus instant, as if the sim had restored its presence 
to blind mortals, the great city, through streams of 
Ught, presented itself to my view. On the two banks, 
bordered with lanterns, I beheld again the hotels and 
palaces with their sumptuous colonnades, their regular 
frontispieces, the temples and monuments, with their 
angular roofs, and their spherical domes, and through 
the*yeUow tufts of treeSr rich peristyles, proud carv- 
ings, and those inhospitable hives, which conceal the 
efforts of indefatigable industry. 

I had just turned my attention to the sinuosities of 
the curr^t of the Seine, on which I discovered a few 
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tran4uU craftsythe boats employed in the daytime by 
the wa^rwomen, and the long gsilley oi the baths, 
^vhen thetorch, which illumed this interesting scene, 
disappeared on a sudden, and plunged me again in the 
darkest obscurity. It seemed like the dropping of the 
curtain at the close of a play ; thus, thought I, heroes 
and men in elevated stations shine with a borrowed 
htstre ; from the summit of their glory they shed 
aAnroad rays of light on mirrounding crowds ; the ob- 
scure man tremblingly approaches them, ceases soon 
to be so, j»d borrows, lustre from their brilliancy. But 
let deadi level them, or adversity try them, they are 
soon eclipsed and buried in oblivion ; all disappears, 
all is anniliilated around them ; therefore, even glory 
is a mere bonfire I 

Meanwhile the new moon, piercing through tfie flee- 
cy clouds with the points of herhoms, enabled me to dis- 
cern the numerous crowds pressing forward in every 
direction from the Elysian fields. The place of the 
revolution was soon filled with a noisy and busy people 
pouring like the waves on all ^des* With the hollow 
noise of this medley, were mixed the shrill voices of 
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pampUetcriersytheneighingof horses, the'ratdiHgof 
carriages, the hummmg offietita nu^tresy the cucees of * 
carmen, the peals of laughter of thoughtless young , 
girls,and the pitiful accents of the beggars. How many 
interesting groupsin one single frame 1 .But this strange 
assemblage cannot form part of the picture, which I 
delineate. Immortal Young ! the deep tints of tky 
pencil alone could do justice to my subject, as the 
softer shades of Sterne would fall short of the de- 
scription. 

This confusicHi of sounds and of individuals vani^ed 
by degrees ; motion stood, and noise became silent I « 
Stillness hovered again over my head, I heard nothing 
but the monotonous dashing ofthe^waves, and the 
footsteps of the sentinel. Should he be possessed of a ' 
lively imagination and a feeling heart, how much he 
. is to be pitied. Were I on his post, I should fancy 
myself wandering on the brink of a bloody lake, from 
^vhich irritated shades arise incessantly. My sentinel 
had no such thoughts, he was whistling carelessly.. 

The clock of the Palais royal struck eleven I I start- 
ed, and desirou9 to enjoy the calm ai^d pleasure of a^ 
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sentimental night, Iwalked towards theBoulevards. As 
I passed near the statue of Uberty, I could not stifle 
a sigh. Alas! when Europe lay at the feet of my 
eonntry, the statue of liberty was made of plaster ; to 
whose hands is reserved the immortal honour of cast* 
ing it in bronze ? 

The moon, emerging from the clouds which con- 
cealed it, cast her faint rays on one side of the street 
of the republic, whose fine avenue is closed by the yet 
unfinished church of the Magdalen* Round the shafts 
of columns without chafiiiers, and> peristyles without 
entablatures, a doubtful glimmering blended itself 
softly with the shade, and produced the most pictu-: 
resque effects. The sight of those beautiful accidents 
, of light involuntarily recal tb mind the name of the 
immortal Vemet, who has expressed them so skUfulIy 
with his inimitable pencil ; my lips already whisper- 
ed it, when the &tal reflection, that this monument 
was consecrated to devastation and Vandalism, Hlarted 
aeross my ima^ation. This double enclosure of 
half deslFoyed walls, of broken columns, surrounds^ 
daid I to myself, the abyss in which revolutiw$»7 death 
b2 
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ingulphed its mtims. There lie in unintemipted read, 
the bones of the virtuous^ of the powerful, of crixninalsy 
and of men of talents I There the victims and the 
executioners mingle their silent dust I Vergmaudy 
become dumb} seems to have forgotten RobespierC) 
and an insignificant insect devours the heart of a king 
df France 1 

These sorrowfid and shocking reflections distresse() 
my whole frame, and a secret horror made me shud- 
der i such are the powerful effects of an affrighted 
imagination. From the gaping apertures of ^e mon« 
ument, my disordered mind beheld a group of bloody 
and hideous spectres ; they hovered round the colon* 
nade, sought each other eagerly, assailed each other 
furiously, and retreated with indignation. All of a 
Sudden, they rent the air with a horrid yell, and the 
' vision dbappeared. 

Having recovered from tBs illusion, I endeavoured 
to continue my walk, after paying to those mournful 
shades the just tribute of grief and pity ; when some 
lengthened and plaintive sounds attracted my atteur 
tlon, I listened, and feared anewdelwioiifroiii^y 
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excited imagination ; it was not ^oi error \ after a moT- 
ing preludet whose interrupted note» bespoke the 
deepest melancholy) I heard, in a voice without method, 
but animated by sentiment, the following staozas ; 

TJn brillant parterre de fleors 
» FeSait magloire et ma richesse; 

- ' . Le soleil teigaait leur couleoi^y 
Zephir leur donnait ses caresses I 
La rose sur le sein da lys 
Jnclinait sa coupe vermeille^ 
£t leurs calices r^itnis 
Da part^re fesaitla merveilli^. 

' Mais dans la brulante saison, 

Un jour le plus tenable orage. 
Souffle par ua noir acquilon, 
Sur mes fleurs porta son rarage ; 
lia rose sur le sein du Ija 
Inclina sa coupe fletrie, 
Et leur calices r^unis 
Ensemble perdlrent la vie* , 

Pour moi qui mettais mon bonheor 
A soigner leur douce culture^ 
Depuis cet instant de doule|ir> 
men ne BM plait dflos la Mf^irt I 
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Je voi» encore prfes da lys 
La rose explrante et fl^trie....... 

Puilftia'ils mourarent r^unis^ 
Devais-je conserver la vie ! 

The last lines were pronounced with an accent 
which excited tears ; and whether grie^. exhaled in 
doleful tones, had something in it more penetrating 
and communicatite ; whether the silence and solem- 
nity of the night, the sight of the last mansion of man, 
and the predisposition of my lacerated heart, had pre— 
pared the way for the most tender emotions ; I felt 
tears trickling down my cheeks and I also, exclaim- 
ed I, must mourn for the tender flowers levelled by the 
tempest. Charming rose, thou art no more for me ! 
And thou, precious bud of this alliance, hast since in- 
clined thy lovely head over the abyss of death. 

Ihe voice had. ceased, unmindful I continued my 
^ valk round thp temple^ and arrived before one of its 
ialcral Jo rs:. Above the wall, which was here very 
kkb, I ob^ervvd the undulations of some . poplars, 
whose riemulou& bilvered foliage was contrasted with 
^e cirk uiid aiotisxDless fir trees. All seemed in- 
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luiison to render^this a scene of mouming^ ; the area . 

of the place is extensive and sqaare, it resemUes a 

tomb covered with the mantle of nighty as with a fiine- 
• •• 

ral pall, over which the moon scatters its sepulchnl 
pays. 

The door, before which I alood motionless, opened. 
I discovered a man above the middling size, whose 
head was covered with a large brimmed hat, and 
whose body was wrapped in an aipple loose mantle ; 
he started at my aspect, and the ^ht of him communi- 
cated the same emotion to my frame. He soon com* 
posed himself and advancing towards me.....Yottr 
pTesence here^ and at this hour, said he to me, in a 
mSd and agitated accent, tells me plainly, diat I am 
discovered. I give myself up without reastance, be- 
cause I am guiltless. Government cannot punish the 
tears of pity, as it might the regrets of conspirators. 
These last words led me to believe, that he who ad« 
dressed them, supposed he was speaking to one of 
thoy agents, always cunning, often perfidious, f^aced 
every where like powerful pumps, by the hands of 
administration, to suck, as it were, the last drop^ of 



' the secrets of society. I soon undeceived him, and' 
assored him» that, chance alone had intruded me upon 
hb confidence. But^ added I, I vill no longer al' 
low myself to ahuse it ; depend^ sir, on the most in* 
violable secrecy ; and I had already taken leave of the 
unknown man^when seizing me by the hand ki a live- 
ly manner^ and aqneezing. it with a peculiar expres- 
sion) he beggcdl would remain. He, said he to me, 
wbo like yoa at the dawn of life, takes ideasuw in 
m editaliu g on tombs^ casnot be a wicked man ; there 
]B.i»thiDg te apprehend frsm him. Happy, in those 
twjhilme aid perverse times, the.man, who shuns the 
vanities of grandeur and the charms of voluptuousness, 
to come and rest on the ashes of the dead, to warm • 
them with a few tears, and to forget, in their nleift 
conveisation, the perpetratiim of crimes and mis- 
firtunes; culdvate his natural facukies, and nourish 
'» the hope of immortality i Oh I answered I, such have 
* always been my sentiments. I still love, the living, 
thi^«^ they have injured me tnuch ; but they ^ave 
compelled me to reserve my esteem for the dead. 
Uuring the day, I enjoy the fruits oltlieif genius, and^ 
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^ften at mghty come to indulge reflection in their last 
iBansioB. 

Well foung man, pursued the stranger i?ith a 
graver and almost prophetic ^0ae> if such is your 
desire> follow me. Let us cioss this avenue of broken 
columns, let us pass under this demolished vault, whose 
arches threaten our heads ; here lie the dead ; let us 
enter and pray ! 

I had followed my guide by the vacillating light of 
the moon ; I had examined the body of the church, 
whose dreary walls echoed ^ ndse of our footsteps. 
A door had opened, and from the sqpot where I stood, 
my eye plunged through the extent of a vast church<» 
yard. 

A few walks of yoXing poplars traversed it in various 
^yrections. An extensive carpet of a nuAat and dark 
verdure cover^ i|« sur&ce i round several mounds of 
eardi scattered in an irregular manner, some groups 
of yew trees had been planted, some fir and cypreas 
treesi n^ngle^ with a few weeping willows, added to 
the sadness of the scenery* Five or six colossal statuesi 
placed here and there» iu a weeping attitude, seemed 
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appointed to guard this last asylum of res^ where 
the unnd rustling through the agitated bushes added 
a melancholy modulation to this scene of mourning. 
^ Iwas^lentand stood still. The stranger took me 
by the hand) I allowed him to lead me, my feet re- 
luctantly pressed this turf drenched in blood, me- 
thdught the earth trembled under me. Thus then, 
thought I, Providence, after presenting death to me 
face to &ce, would not allow it to level me among 
its victims. I stand, I tread under foot beauty, opu* 
lence and virtues, villainy and talents. If the uni- 
verse is a book, in which God has written his sovereign 
will, what a terrible page of it is this enclosure, where 
so many heads formerly inimical lie low and ap- 
peased! 

After a few turns the stimiger stopped. Do you 
know, said he to me, iinng his eyes on. mine to what 
company I have introduced you ? We are not here 
among the vulgar of the dead; these tombs are 
inscribed with the names of celebrated men, and 
with their last breath, commenced thdr immortality. 
There lies Malesherfoes, so great at court, greater in 
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his private life, a philosopher in the-xioset) a citizen 
minister) worthy by his life of universal esteem, by his 
death of our admiration and regret. Near him the 
Cicero of France is at rest, the illustrious Vergniaud, 
who seems to have entombed with himself the elo- 
quence of France. A little farther the Socrates of the 
revolution, the wise Bailly, who saw the same hands 
entwine crowns for his brow, and erect a scaffold for 
his bead. Hard by are deposited the mortal spoils of 
Lavoisier, the father of that philosophical chymistry, 
which ravelled out thread by thread the immense web 
of the universe. Two steps further finally, the earth 
has restored to its native elements the celebrated 
Roucher, who often wrote with the pen of a Thomp- 
son, and sometimes with that of a Racine. The crowd 
of dead men, which surround these, would be too 
great to enumerate. But I cannot refrain fi*om in- 
viting your attention to those neighbouring mounds, 
shaded by Babylonian willows ; under this turf lie 
the unfortunate Louis XVI. and his family.....You be- 
hold tlie dust of some of the masters of the worid ! 

c 
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My leader, whilst enumerating the names of the fifdt 
martyrs, whose ashes we trod under foot, spoke in a 
melancholy accent; but a deep sigh interrupted the last 
words which he uttered. If I am not mistaken, said 
I to Irnn, with whatever interest the dead, who sur» 
round us, may inspire you, those, who once wielded the 
sceptre of France, make a deeper impression. I will 
not deny it, answered he, I was unknown to them, 
when they were armed with the supreme power, and 
resplendent with the eclat of rank, and when they 
ruled the destinies of Europe. It was during the 
severe commotions, which threatened the throne, that 
chance made me acquainted with the king. I have 
$een him unfortunate ; I have seen his &mily bathed 

in tears ; I have seen him expire on a scaffold 1 

History may relate whether he was guilty, for my 

part I owe a tribute of tears to the unfortunate Thb 

debut, and the tone of the stranger, having, in a live- 
ly manner, excited my curiosity, our conversation was 
directed to the subject, which alone could satisfy it. 
Some words, wUch had escaped him, made me sensl- 
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Uei ^tiat he waa possessed of many secret anecdotes 
respecting the arrestaticHi, captivity^ and death of the 
unfortunate Louis. Louis was but a man ; but this 
man had seen twenty millions of subjects prostrated 
hefore him at his nod! This man was the legal heir 
of sixty four of the JGurst andmost powerful sovereigns 
of £un^ I The Uood q£ Henry IV. flowed in the 
veins of this man, and he had descended fix>m the 
throne, where he commanded, to pour it on ^e scaf- 
fold 1 1 !. How many urgent motives to awake curii- 
o«ty.! Whatan. inexhaustible subject for rciflection ! 
The. remarks which it suggest^ did not displease 
my interlocutor, and merited me his entire cpnfi- 
denqe. There are in ingenuous hearts certain fibres 
easily moved, and which correspond in some manner 
with those of hearts, which, resemble them ; when 
that analogy is once established, the most cordial sym* 
pathy is the result ; the instruments are not always in 
perfect tune, but the tone is the same ;, playing on the 
same key, they produce the same harmony. I trust 
lids compariaon will be forgiven, it explains the recip--^ 
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rocal moral stete of the stranger and mjrself. If mu- 
siciajis understand toe, those possessed of a fiBeliog 
heart will guess at my meaning. , 

After-cQiiverring for half an heur> mj leader in- 
fbrmi^ me, that his name was Edgeworth db 
FsRMOMT} that he was known in the annals of the 
reroludiffl isr hftving officiated near the king in his 
last moments. At this name, which i*ecaUed to mj 
m£dd deyoted virtue, dismterested {aet^, and heroic 
courage, i'could lio loogtr conceal mhie.. Those sub- 
lime words, so well known, and worthy of being more 
so, ^Oo, Son of St. Louis, ascbnd to Hbavbh!" 
rushed on my mind, with the additional solemnity 
and veneration inspired by the presence of the man, 
who uttered them, the view of the tomb of him, who 
had heard them, the proximity of the place where 
they had been spoken. But x:ontinued the confessor of 
the last monarch, it was not merely m that capacity, 
that I had an intercourse with Louis and his unfortu- 
nate &mily. After they were arrested, I never fijr- 
sook them. I have had my eyes on them daring their 



calainities. I have often consoled tbem by my pres- 
ence and counsels^ and, when their chief ended his 
languishing captivity^ he died in my arms. I never 
abandoned the sad remains of the rest, before they had 
become the victims of the scaffold. I have done my 
duty in affording a feeble prop to those trees over- 
whelmed by the tempest. It was not the mcnarch, 
whom. I succoured, it was the man, whom I pitied. A 
ferocious government thought fit to exile me, I mur- 
mur not, but he, who has been daring enough to speak 
the language of his religion before his destroyers, can- 
not be suspected of conspiring in the dark. If Louis 
committed some political errors, I wish no| to justify 
them ; I have neither the power nor means of accus- 
1^ or absolving him ; but, while my eyes can yet 
shed a tear, let me be allowed to moisten with it this 
funeral tur^ which I have already &ded with my trem- 
Ming footsteps. 

The respectable clergyman wiped his eyes ; then 

proceeding in a. more calm accent, forgive, said he to 

me, this eil^sion of a heart, kmg fed on bitter afflio* 

tbns. Grief and my years have rendered me prolix, 

c2 
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and I require some indalgence. A retrospective view 
of past evente will enaUe me to cla&& my ideas betteri- 
and I shall be more predse in my recital. But the 
hctsy which I shall impart to you^ are compHcated, 
some of them are known, the most important are not. 
The ^lirit of party and the influence of public opinion 
have adulterated truth. As it reapects Clery's Jour- 
nal) although feelmgly written^ k is not strictly true, 
and it is fiir from being complete. Perhaps its muti- 
lation was made in France, when the work received 
a second impreadon. As to my narratbnj besides the 
interest excited b^ the ^ubjeqt of iny ehcnce^ which I 
do not wish to depreciated it will possess another inter- 
e^ty still more miae, that of truth. 

It is the same oarj^don which I penned^ as §as% aa 
it^wais ccmfided to me, and which I new publish. Un- 
der an inqiiisitoiial administradon, I was obliged to be 
silent ; I can now speak, under a government friendly 
to fr-eedoin and generous actions. MVhea to the spirit 
ef a total ^struction, has succeeded that founded on 
a deliberate caldulauon, and a regukr-ptan, it will be 
WOTtfay of record to see a eiitisB^% whoae pelMcal prin- 



ctptes have always been opposed to fanatidsmy an- 
ardvjrtandroTalsopersdtksn; tosee him pamt with the 
sacred chatacter of truth the ndsfortiinea of a man 
once a king. To whatever party the reader may be* 
101^9 whatever opinions he may entertain, if he ques- 
tions the liberality of the government) it will suffice 
to convince hinn to invite him to read this work ; 
since I am allowed to write it, I feel that my liberty is 
no longer a ddmera. 



FIRST NIGHT. 



WHAT lamentable axkl awfiil recollectioDs those 
scenes afiord tathe mind I continued M. dk Fermont. 
Every atone in the edifices which surroond us, each 
•f those trees seem consecrated by some solemn 
event In order to paint the numerous subjects which 
constitute the interesting gallery of the revdlutionf 
history will take her seat withki this limited circle ia 
a mathematical point of view, and so extensive in the 
contemplation of the moral philosopher. The eye 
which casts a glance over it, can easily survey its whole 
circumference, the most vast ccmception could not 
enumerate its infinite moral points. It is thus, that 
icom the summit of a high mountain, our sight may 
encircle, at one glance and in an instant, the whole 
surface of the starry hemisphere j but when engaged 
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m clas^g the difierent luminous bodies, in calculating 
unknown worlds, the most fertile mind cannot accom- 
plish the simplest addition. If by means of this miound 
we climb to the top of this overthrown chapiter j the 
moon will present to your view this magnificent square 
called formerly that of Loid^ XV*. once that of the 
Revolution^ now that of Qmcord* There the demon 
of discord preluded Hie judicial massaeres by the fa- 
tal accidents, which cast a gloomy veil on the nuptials 
of Louis XVI. What a sinister connecdon ! It would 
seen^ as if the victims of mourning, who perished on 
that day, had oome to prepare the king a place near 
them in this churchyard, where their bcHies were de- 
posited I...*.-. Behold the avenue, thixHigh which the 
intimidated monarch was dragged in a popular can 
Why did he continue to eommand a people, who no 
longer knew how to obey ?. This gilded cupola, which 
you' discern in the distant horizon^ appears Qke the 
beacon of insurrection. Under those vaults^ some un- 
skilful and uiymown hand concealed a variety o£ in«^ 
struments of death and vengeance, they became the 
means of independence, but subsequently of camag^. 



Oor eyeSi insensibly, after castkig circmtous glances 
from the quay of the 7%^a/m«, rendered famous by the. 
apotheods of Voltaire, resting awhile on the windows 
of the former prison of the royaj femily, turned again 
towards the national bridge, and indulged in the pep> 
spectiye of the enchanting groves of the Tuileries, 
which had often been the rendezvous of conspiratocs 
and finalty, on that superb palace, the magnificent and 
dangerous theatre, irom which the monarch and the 
revolutionary chiefs, who succeeded him, descended 
to mount the scaiTold. Not &r fit>m thence, I observ*- 
ed^the celebrated riding school, from whence, as 
from the cavern of Eolus, the pasaons^ which have 
devastated the republic, broke loose. It was on that 
ibmrn of assassination, that the axe quelled them all^ 
and we tread on the sod which devoured their organs. 
May those, whom Providence permitted to survive^ 
listen V^ the eloquent lessons, which their coffins incul- 
cate! May they be convinced, that that government 
alone has -stability, which renders a people happy ! 

But let us reenter the mansion of the dead, and il 
the coolness of thia charming night injures you no^ 
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let US go and take a seat at the foot of that mourt^l 
statue^ partly concealed under the droophi^ boughs of 
the weeping mllow. Then I will impart to you the 
sad recital of the sufferings of a iaxiakfy whose greatest 
guilt was that of being seated on a throne. 

The noble and majestic features, the regular and in- 
teresting physiognomy^ the moving and melancholy 
<tone of M. be Fsrmoht, and not less than all thab 
the moral sensations, which he had awakened in my 
soul, had plunged me mto a tender, delicious, and in- 
expressible rovery. A sweet delusion made me hacy 
myself transported to the summit of those massy mouU' 
stains, inhabited l^ splits, whose concerts were echoed 
by the harp of Ossian. What a sublime night !....What 
an impressive ^ence ! The exhausted mocxi had pour- 
ed the last drops from her luminous urn inclined to- 
wards the clouds, whilst the mantle of night strewed 
with the numberless suns, which fill the firmament, 
sparkled with unusual splendor, a soft breath of wind 
undulated the po^dars, gently agitated the 3delding 
boi^hs, and excited a modulation through their foliage 
not unlike the dying sounds of a soft flute. Had not 



eatrRCHYARD. 25 

the 'bell metal, which announces the periodical return 
'of time, warned me that I was still* watdiing, I should 
have fancied myself abused by a delusive dream. The 
recollection of horrid crimes, the presence of the vio- 
tims, had excited my indignauon ; the voice of the 
virtuous Fermont revived in my soul emotions of pity. 
Angelic pity, the tears which thou provokest embalm 
the wounds of a broken heart ; revenge, with its heart 
of steel, its brazen forehead, softens before thee ; one 
of thy glances loosens the chains, which anger had 
rivetted on its victims, and thou compellest the most 
bitter enemies to fly into each others airms, at the mo^ 
ment that the drawn dagger meditates the most foul 
designs. Angelic daughter of Deity, guide my pen 
through this recital, and inspire the hearts of my read*- 
ers. Let us cast the weapons of revenge on these 
tombs. The manes, which inhabit them, no longer 
thirst after blood ; the only sacrifices that we owe 
them are innocent flowers bedewed with our team. 
When we were seated, M. de Fermont proceeded thus; 
My intercourse with the royal femily of France 
commenced at the end of December, i^'Ql. Bebg 

2> 



25 "i^DE MAGDALEN 

born an Irishman^ and having no living in France, since 
• the episcofial see "of Paiis, of which I >vas vicar, had 
become vacated by the forced retreat of Bishop de Ju- 
ign6, but being retained in this country by my friend- 
ship for the son of lord Fita Asland, whose education 
I had undeitaken, I was not restrained .by any of the 
obligations imposed on the clergy by the new laws. 
Louis XVI. opposed, through conscientbus motives, 
. to those ministers called conatitutimial clergymen^ was 
deprived of the services of those, whom a jealous con- 
stitution strictly ^fused him, because they had not 
taken the oath. When the too famous debate, which 
lie occasioned, was agitated, although I was a stranger 
to it, as well as to the country, I had thought proper to 
publish certain sentiments calculated to unite public 
opinion, said conciliate all pretensions. My effort was 
ineffectual ; for what cm avail the voice of a moderate 
man crying for peace, amidst the vociferations of a 
multitude crying for war ? Nevertheless, chance hav- 
ing plaqed my pamphlet before his Majesty's eyes, and 
as my signature indicated my residence, he thought fit 
to send for me, to express his gracious approbation of 
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my sentiments, and of the manner in \rhich they were 
expressed- i ♦ * 

One morning, whilst I was engaged in giving a les- 
scHi on astronomy to my pu^l, who was seated wit{i 
me near the fire, a gentleman in ordinary being in- 
troduced invited me in the name of the monarch to 
follow,him immediately. Having a taste for sblitode) 
and having devoted my whole life to the cultiVadon of 
the muses, I was sensible that I was not calculated 
for the resplendent sphere of high life. . The air of a 
court, above all, seemed contagious to my soul. Al- 
though I lived in the vicinity of the Tuilems, I had 
accompanied my pupil but three times to court. The 
message of Louis disconcerted me for some moments, 
I had only an hearsay knowledge of that prince. All 
granted to him the most precious qualities of an excel- 
lent heart, frankness and goodness ; but it was also 
observed, ^at they were' obscured by a roughness of 
temper, which sometimes amounted to rudeness. My 
first thoughts were, that I had offended him, but hav^ 
ing taken a retrospective and rapid view of my past 
conduct, I felt confident of my innocence. During this ' 
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short review of my life, I had entered mj closet to 
assume a suitable dress. A caniage waited for the 
gentleman at the gate of the hotel. We stepped into- 
it and in four minutes were before the grates of the 
royal palace, square of the Carousel, As I ascended 
the great staircase, I could not help contrasting the 
obscurity of a poor clergyman like myself^ witb the 
•dat of the monarch, before whom I wbs summon- 
ed. What n distance between him and me I My 
whole attendance consbts of an old aod feithful ser- 
vant; he is surrounded by hundreds of glittering 
young men. Is he better served ? Is he happier 
than I am? 

Having reached the head of the first stairs, we were 
obliged to traverse a long hall filled with armed men, 
at the end of which we entered a narrow passage, that 
led to a secret staircase very steep and circuitous, 
which we immediately ascended. Wait here a mo- 
ment, said my companion, opening for my reception a 
small cell, the walls of which wer^. covered with geo- 
graphical maps, you will soon be admitted. The mo- 
ment after a. door was opened^ and my namqi beiog 
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mentioned, I was introduced. Could you guess what 
was the apartment, which presented itself to mj view ? 
It was a locksmith's shop, where Louis in his shirt . 
sleeves, his bosom bare, and his hair dishevelled, but 
having withal an open joyous countenance, was engag- 
ed in turning an iron bar then heating in his forge. 
Advance, sir, said he to ihe with a goodnatured look, 
come and aid me with your advice respecting a spring 
of my invention. But before all, speak to me consci« 
entiously. What do you think of a king employed in 
forging ? Sire, replied I, when the king has been en- 
gaged in discharging the great duties of state, when 
he has laboured for the happiness of mankind, I think 
that the man has a right to do something to promote 
his own, Henry IV. used to recreate himself after 
fulfilling the duties of the council chamber, by walk- 
ing on all fours, with his children on his back. Very 
well, very well indeed I exclaimed the king, I see I 
have not been mistaken, if M. de Fermont knows how 
to write, he knows also how. to speak. Sir, said he, 
coming nearer me, it is not about a spring, that I wish 
n 2 . 
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to consult you, you are destined to give more weighty 
counsels, and upon more imiwrtant matters. Follow 
me, if you please. 

The king briskly slipped on a morning gown, and 
•descended the secret staircase. I went directly after 
him, followed by the gentleman, wha had introduced 
me ; after traversing again the long hall of the guards 
and tWof his majesty^s saloons, the king condescended 
to open for me the door of his apartment. 

I should be too prolix, were I to attempt to give an 
account of all the observations made by the king on 
this occasion. I shall endeavour to recollect the most 
uiteresting j but allow me to barely express, if I may 
say so, tlie substance of the facts. 

When the clouds, arising from party spirit and pre- 
vention, and at times from wickedness, which have 
beien cast over the life of Louis XVL and even spread 
over his tomb, shall have^ been dispelled by time and 
truth, Impartial history will confess, that he never was 
possessed of those qualifications, which produce great 
kings. Louis had not that vast, profound, and universal 
^mpHCmly which embmces ^t once^ all the springs oi 
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the political machine ;^ that watchful genius, wlucb 
gives birth to circumstances, or which, at least, im- 
proves them 'p that decided character and fortitude, 
which, acting constantly like the main spring of a 
watch, impresses on what surrounds it, a regular and v 
iminterrupted motion. He knew not how to dive inta , 
the human heart, and possessed not the more difficult 
art of compelling minds to bring forth, to use the ex- 
pression of Socrates ; and he was, in a word, alike 
Restitute of that vastness of conception, and of the. 
talent of givmg a rapid and powerful execution to his ^ 
detenxunations. But while we deny liim the virtuea 
of a hero, history, which exhibits public men in an 
undress, will shew him in the bosom of his family and 
household, where his extreme goodness of heart dif- 
fused universal happiness- Under that view alone he 
is worthy of a parallel with Henry IV. for you are 
aware, that he never wielded his sword, even when 
every motive pressed him to unsheath it Let us not 
anticipate events, but let us remark only, that all the 
public action^ of the kuig could not rise superior t^- 
that intrinsic gpo4oeas» $o much s^dmired in a private 
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character, but which is sometimes a &ult in a sover* 
eign, and is the cause of his misfortunes. Alas I 
Louis is an undeniable proof of it. This frailty of 
heart, which prevented him from' being just, allowed 
him only to be weak, and wrested from him his crown 
and his life, hurled his family from the throne to the 
scaffold, and gave up France to the fiiry of ambition, 
' anarchy, and .civil war. 

As he conceived public happiness inseparable from 
public tranquillity, and as the effervescence caused by 
the law, which enjoined an oath on the clergy, afflicted 
and offended him, he wished to ask my advice upon 
the most eligible means to allay it. He was accused 
of favouring those, who refused to comply with that 
law, as he has since been accused of holding the revo- 
lution in abhorrence, and of having made incessant 
efforts to check its progress. This judgment would 
not be erroneous, if it was founded upon the appear- 
ances of actions, and their result. But it is an egregious 
mistake, if as justice requires, those actions are tried 
by their motives. The easy mind and wavering dis- 
position of Louis never allowed him to adopt decided 
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measures. With the most sincere inclination to da 
good) he never selected the means to effect it. When 
he saw the torrent of the revolution swelling to an 
alarming degree, and threatening to sweep away his. 
authority, he knew not how to avert or resist it. He 
yielded to its impulsion, which he disapproved ; be 
became the sport of ^tions, and never knew how to 
Fender them abortive, or how to make them subser- 
vient to his wishes. Buffetted by the unruly will of 
the multitude, and the fears of the court party, if he 
had deserved the love of some individuals, he never 
secured the general esteem. The nobility hated him> 
because he did not countenance their pride and vices^ 
paid no attention to their ridiculous pretensions, and 
because he inclined towards the middling class. While 
he was on the throne, he did not enjoy the affections 
of the people ; because his forbidding and rude deport- 
ment prejudiced them against the goodness of his 
heart. He experienced finally, that the worst char- 
acter, which renders its possessor unhappy, and those^ 
who depend upon it, miserable, is to have none. We 
shall see hereafter, that L(juis never began to be great, 
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until he had ceased to be a king. The' prince ha* 
excited the disgust of all Europe ; but all Europe will 
admire the august prisoner in the Temple. 

To resume the account of my first interview with 
the monarch, he consulted me, as I have already said, 
on the means to prevent an open separation between 
the Gallican and Ultramontane spiritual powers«^ Dur- 
ing this conference, the kkig, who had condescended 
to give a close attention ,to my publication, unveiled 
his heart to me ; I observed in him an unconquerable 
weakness, but notwithstanding this radical defect, how 
many precious qualities I had an opportunity to appre^ 
date I Unlimited benevolence, sincere piety, universal 
indulgeYice, sentimental confidence, a kind and moving 
dispositi<»i ! I could not refrain from tears, whilst 
contemplating the first monarch of Europe, stripped 
of the magnificence of royal pageantry, conversing 
feimiliarly with an obscure individual, and reasoning 
upon the civil war about to ravage his whole kingdom, 
with as much composure, as if he had discussed the 
private concerns of his household. This mixture of 
greatness as to the object, and want of energy respect-^ 
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ing means ; this vast and devouring conflagration en- 
kindled on the one hand, and the ^se and feeble 
measures projected to extinguish it on the other, and 
which had rather a tendency to render it universal, 
and give it more activity ; and finally, the jarring con- 
tradiction between his wishes and his duty, lacerated 
my heart ; I then concluded, that the king was debased, 
and the kingdom lost ! 

After discussing the question of the worship and 
the oath, Louis XVI. turned my attention to the revo- 
jStdask in generd. The kmg, having conversed upon 
this subject fer a considerable time, asked me^ what I 
thought of his conduct from the beginning, and 
whether I should have acted as he did, had I been 
placed in his situation ? To these questions, which 
from a survey of the subject, I thought difficult to 
answer without openly contradicting the monarch,.! 
made no reply. I understand you, said he to me, you 
do not approve my conduct. Fear nothing, I think aft 
you do. Every evening I condemn myself for what I 
have been doing all day. But such is the fatal im- 
pulse^ which determines my will, that I cannot forbear 



'55 TKfi >UG»ALE^ 

doing what displeases me most. I feel as if in nic 
existed two distinct individuals, the one advising with 
wisdom, and the other executing without prudence. 
My God I the vulgar call kings the happiest beings on 
«arth i There is not on it a more wretched slave than 
I am ! I experience too much, that the greatest 
cqrse, which can befal a public character, is to want 
decision and energy proportionate to the station which 
he occupies, Louis XIV. on my throne !....Here 
Louis paused. Judging from liis silence, that he was 
desirous to know my sentiments, I took the liberty ^ 
express them to him with frankness and respect. 
Permit me, Sire, to differ from you on this point. 
Had Loms XIV. lived in this age, he would either 
have abjured his despotic power, or made efforts to 
preserve it, which would have excited public indigna- 
tion, and prompted the people to resistance. However 
powerful kings may be, they are less so than the 
times and public opinion, those sovereigns of ages, to 
iirhom every thing must yield. Under the reign of 
Louis the Great, the arts, those children of imagina* 
lion, implied all minds to admire the monarch, and 



revere bis thrcHie, because the art» seldom elxctte any 
o&6r sentimeats than those, which have a tendency to 
«mpport their patrcm, on ail ecca^ons which may pm- 
niote ^eir own advstficement At | resent^ on the 
contrary, the prevailing habit of reflection, and ^lat 
whkh men have acquired of anaiizkig their sensatioiM^ 
lead them to inquire int6 their own conduct. By the 
study of metai>hysic8, which unlbld the heart and 
mind of man, by the maxims of morality, which ought 
to cbrect them, they have, as it were, sifited thoroughly 
.the prmdpies and attributes of power. Thanks tb 
the free circulation of thought, which your majesty 
has permitted. People have discovered, have defined^ 
and separated what constituted the essence of author- 
ity, and what was deemed its abuse. The latter was 
Boir ages as blindly respected, as the former has be^ 
wantonly attacked in modem limes. In this struggle, 
visionary, de»gidtig and ignorant minds, have made 
inc^sant efforts to confound them together. Your 
majesty ought to have proved to he deluded their 
error, by the legitimate exercise of authority, and to 
the designing, their ciimes by suitable examples. 

B 
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Possessed of the goodness of the Great Heniyy why 
are you deprived of his firmness ^ What would have 
been the conduct of this monarch ui^der similar cir- 
cumstances ? He would have directed their course %e> 
his advantage. Unable to resbt a powerful torrent 
and unwilling to become its victim, he would have 
placed himself at the head of parties, and would have 
given additional forc^ to his authority, by the very 
means invented to subvert it. Thus the skilful pilot 
displays his knowledge during a storm, and* exhibits 
new resources propordonate to the dangers which 
threaten him. Chance and fetality are the usual 
esECUse of weakness or imprudence. A courageous 
man gplvea birth to chance to improve it ; he subjects 
his enemies alone to the necessity of fatality. A man, 
possessed of a great heart, a firm mind, and an ele- 
vated soul, commands fortime, or rather fortune is the 
assemblage of those powerful qualifications. But as 
their eclat inspires fear in vulgar souls, and irritates 
envy ; happy the man, who can temper them with 
that moderation, which will entitle them to indul- 
gence ! 



X 
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The tively interest, with which the situation and 
confidence of Louis XVI. had inspired me^ had ear- 
ned me beyond all bounds ; I was not sennble of my 
imprudence until I had concluded my remarks ; I had 
imibed the wound ! The King, who had walked 
about briskly, stopped on a sudden, and looking at me 
with an air, which manifested as much surprise as di»* 
pleasure, exclaimed, I never was addressed in such 
language, M. de FermcHit ; you are of opinicMi then, 
that I am not fit to reign ? This apostrophe addressed 
in a severe tone disconcerted me ; it is probable, that 
my countenance betrayed my emotion ; for the king 
altering his Tdce, said, you seem embarrassed, you 
are very wrong, my tone fiightened you^ suffer it not 
to affect you, but read in my heart My dear Abl>6, 
the man, who speaks thus aererely to any man> but 
especially to his kuigy has a strisng affection for him. 
I shall meditate on your lessons, 9pd I confess to you, 
that I am in great need of them. Here ended the 
fir^t conference. 

His majesty ordered, that I should be provided with 
the necessary card to give me access to his apartment, 
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^d h^ even somedine after honoured me iK^ith thfe 
brevet of oxxfi^sor to Madame Elizabeth^ 

The next day the public papers announced my inter- 
view with the king ; they misrepresented its object, 
mid sttbatitiited for the conversation certain projectft 
of which his majesty or myself had not even thought. 
Among those fidse piibiicatkxis, which dealt largeljr 
in^^caggenrtion and calumny, those, in which Louis 
and mytM^ were the> least spared, were edited, oHe 
\if Dunmy^ ttnd the other hj Marat. The first as- 
serted) that I had advised the' king to abdicate the 
throne of the old monarchy, and to receive in ex- 
ehange the little b^l of the permanent presidentship 
of the jacobin club, and honoured me with the appel- 
lation of a thoroughpaced demagogue.^ The other 
exhibited me in a caricature, in which he attempted 
to represent me as a counterrevolutiordst^ and pretend- 
ed, that I was sent hither as a foreign agent to advise 
the massacre of the patiiots. Both demanded my 
deatfij and differed only as to the mode in which 
it should be inflicted ; the first doomed me to 
the gallows, the last to the guillotine. Judge thetit 
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of the good sense and probity of those trumpets of 
£aime ! 

About the middle of January, 1 792, the king and his 
angust &miiy prepax^ed to receive the holy sacrament 
of our Lord's supper, and I was destined to adniinister 
on that solenm occasion, but secretly, for the suspicions, 
generally inspired by the conduct of Louis, becoming 
more and more alarming^ it would hare been dan- 
gercms openly tahave (tended the prejudices of the 
people, by receiviiig the sacrament from the hands of 
a priest^ who bad not taken' the oath. A small closet on 
the same floor with the king's apartment, and which 
Gommunicatedwith his chapel, was prepared and dec- 
orated for that ceremony.^ I went towards evening to 
the place, whe^ Jf heard the confessions of their Ma- 
jesties and of Madame Eliiss^eth. At half after twelve 
I celebrated mass hefon a few confidential servantSr 
who accompanied the royal hwiiy. It was an awful 
ai^d deplorable spectacle, to see the most powerful sov- 
ereigns daliged ta enveli^. themselves with the mantle 
of night and secrecy to ^scharge the duties of their. 
k2 
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conscience, wlule their enemies, in «p^[^ idtqr^ called 
loudljr for their degradation and destruction. 

In the notes destined for the future historian, have 
already be^i eollected those interesting events, which 
shall one day be recorded in their chronological order, 
and examined with a philosophic eye, and which fill^* 
ed the space from the time I mention, to the 10th. 
of August. -They are not c«ily foreign to my present 
«ubject, but I must confess, that I am in some me»* 
sure unacquahit^d with them. I knbwnot what^eiois 
were used to induce the king to remove me from his 
person, no doubt my counsels, stfid the sincerity.^ and 
truth, wfakh dietated them, kispired fears. Be that 
as it may, having been refused admittance totheking 
three different times, I never presented myself for 
seven months after. In a letter, which I toek.the liber* 
ty to address to him, I simply thanked ham for the 
kindness which he had diewn me, and gave him as* 
surances, titot i would improve every q>portui^ to 
convince him of my grtiti£ude; one oiered very 
soon! 



On the eve preceding the lOth. of August^ young 
Fitz Asland and mysdf had left Pans whh an inten- 
ti<m to spend a few days in the country. For a long 
time, no doubt, the impending storm, which gathered 
around the royal power, had been heard at a distance, 
but I did not expect to see its effects imme^ately. 

We soon learnt with what violence it had burst 
forth. Although we lived retired on a small farm in 
the forest 6£^ FcmtaineUeau, the report of the terrible 
disasters <m the 10th. of August reached our retreat 
on the same evening. The blow inflicted on the king, 
whom I loved, chilled my heart with horror. I de* 
termined to set out immediately, and fly, if not to his 
relief at least to give him a proof of my devotion. I 
feared^ that a monsffch hurled from the throne had 
not a friend left, md I could aot endure the idea, that 
he should rank me among those, who only wished to 
bask in the sunshine of his prospeiity. 

1 yielded nevertheless to the entreaties of my pu- 
pil, and deferred our depacture to the next day. On 
the 9th. of August I had no need of a passport to 
leave town ; on the 10th. I could not enter the city 
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without on«. We were arrested at the barriers, and 
conducted) at least with civilic^, to the townhouse at 
the office of travellers. 

As we turned the comer of a small street, our es- 
cort, consisting of six iiisileers, was impeded in its 
progress by two carriages chaiiied together to obstruct 
the passage. On the threshold of a low door, a young 
man of a common appearance was smoking carelessly, 
and cast glances alternately on us and on the carriages. 
All of a sudden, he accosted one of the soldiers of 
our escort, called him by name, took hold of his hand, 
and embraced, himv They seemed delighted in each. 

other's company. 

> 

The soldier soon gave up his musket to the young- 
^an, and left us with jfche new guard, the carriages 
were removed, and we continued our route. 

The new comer examined us attentively ; his close 
attention directed to the young nobleman, gave me 
some uneasiness. I, iamy turn, began to examme 
the stranger. But, as he was possessed of one of those 
mild and engaging physiognomies, which delight the.- 
eye of the beholder, my suspicions were succeeded: 



by a ^ndment of betieyolence,. You will soon aeei 
that my presentiin^t wa» not without fiyimdatioii. 
Gentlemen^ said be* you do not appear to.b^ stran- 
gers ; no doubt you are acquainted with the new der 
crees of the communes, and ai^ provided with a pasi>> 
port ? Noy sir, answered I, we know nothing of the 
deqree to wUch ygu allude, and for an absence of a 
few dayS) and. at a short ^stance we did not th]nk...u. 
pjpr interlocutor interruptec) us, and putting his hand 
in his pocket, I bel^ve, said be, that I haye several 
^{des of it about me* There, sir, added he, address- 
ing hiii)S6lf to me directiy, read; I opened the paper 
which he presented, and was struck with astonishmc^Ht 
on .observing its qcmtents, when I found a description 
of my jterson clptbed with all the necessary formal- 
ities, in a wprd. it was a passport. I, gave the tutelary 
angel, to whom I was so much indebted, looks of the 
ancerest gratitude ; he had placed his finger be- 
fore }ds lips, and with his left hand, presented me 
another paper, it. was a passport for my pupil. My 
emotiiHi was equal to my surprise, and I never felt so 
sincerely the sacrifice which reduced me to silence^ 
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The Place de Grhte^sxi which we entered, and the 
steps of the townhouse, which we were obliged to as- 
cend, were covered with a timmltwous and immense 
crowd, who vociferated, as soon as we appeared, A 
fAbayel AVAbayei The people, intoxicated with 
foiy, victor3r, and blood, exercised, in its fiill latitude, 
the terrible right of the conqueror over the vanquish- 
ed. We penetrated notwithstanding through the in- 
terior of the yard of the hotel of the commmies, 
where, whilst waiting for an introductiou into the of- 
fice, I saw several men scraping the dirt oif their shoes 
en the^ nose of the prostrated statue^ of Louis XlV* 
this statue had a rope round its neck» 

A door was opened, and we were^alled. The mair 
who commanded our escort, mude his report, after 
which, the administrator, who y^s a small, lean, rode 
man, asked us in^ a stammering voice, why we were 
not regular ? I must confess, that the aver^n which 
I have always entertained for a lie, tempted me to own 
the truth ; but the idea that I might be useful to the- 
king, and the fear of exposing the unknown man who 
had obliged us, determined me to dissimulate. I made 
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The municipal ofiBicer no answer> bnt presented my 
passporty and Lord FitzAsland did |he same, and I 
inquired in my tuni, whether such papers were not 
regular ? The public agent having kx>ked at them, 

and said, I believe.. after verifying the signature of 

Colombeau, returned the passport with a peevish air 
and angry gesture. Then addres^ng the commander 
of the escort; << Corporal/* said he to him, with an oath, 
'< hand this order to the chief of thy post ; he is a cox- 
comb whom I mean to trim soundly to teach him his 
duty better.*' After saying these words he dismissed 
UE. Our escort left us, and we had hardly a chance 
to express our gratitude to our deliverer by a gesture 
and furtive look. He smiled on us with an air of 
melancholy, and I observed that a sigh escaped him 
as he rajised iiis eyes to heaven. All this was an enig- 
ma for me, but time lias since unravelled it. 

However singular this conduct might be, it had 
happened under so extraordinary circumstances, that 
amidst the crowd of events, which succeeded each 
other every moment, it left but a slight impression. 
The fete of Louis XVL detained in close confine- 
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ment) engrossed all my thoughts. I led my, pupil 
home^ and turned my fiDOtsteps towards the Tiiileries. 
I'-was crossing Pont Royol from one foot walk to the 
Other, when I felt myself seized by the arm, I started, 
looked, and saw Mr. Aubier, a gentleman of the 
chamber ; M. de Fermont, said he to me, how hap- 
py I am to meet you ! It is an hour since I called at 
your lodgings, where I was informed, that you were in 
the country. I was afraid, that you had been envel- 
oped in the proscription, which attended the last 
disturbances. He then informed me of what had 
happened during the two preceding days, and closed 
the interview by handing me a billet, directed to me, 
wholly written in the king's own hand. I have it in 
my pocket book, and will attempt to decypher it, if the 
light of the moon renders it legible ; I have read it so 
frequently, as well as many other papers of Louis 
XVI. that I remember its^Qontents ; here it is. 
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LETTER OP LOUIS XVI. TO ABBE DE FERMGNT- 
(Voucher No. 1.) 

^T THE FEUfLLAJ^S, augitst 10, 

Elavn o^doefcat nii^ti 

^ I AM more sensible now than ever of the wisdom 
of your counsels, and I was to blame for not fi^lowing 
them. WiU you punish me, my dear Abb6, because 
your kln^ and friend is unfortunate ? WiU you imi- 
tate those, who shim him, as if he was a giiilty man ? 
The thought of it would give me excessive pain, but 
I will not indulge it. Attend to your own safety, and 
for my sake, do not expose yourself, it is my order, do 
you hear my dear mentor, and, if it is necessary, I in- 
treat you to obey my injimction/* 

I bedewed this letter with tears, I pressed it to my 
Hps, and on my heart. I had pitied Louis, when he 
was clothed with power, judge whsU: I felt, when I 
saw him miserable. O Providence I I was about to 
murmur against thee, when I recollected, that those 
events, which appear the most disastrous, teach those 
impressive lessons, that regulate the destinies of the 
world* The hand, which placed the sun above, and 
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gives modem to the systein of the universe^ levels 
sometimes a throne, obliterates empires, and at 
oAers elevates fike dust an obscure individual to the 
summit of grandeur ; thus to shew the world, that in 
the eyes of the supreme Architect, mortal man, em- 
pires, thrones, heavens and suns, are as if they were 
not. 

I left Mr. Aubier to run to the Feuillans, he 
checked my impatience^ observing, that in my pres- 
ent dress, not only the entrance of the king's retreat, 
but even that of the national assembly would be inter^ 
dieted to me. I felt the force of this remark, and 
hurried home, where I added a club to my short hair, 
and substituted a coloured coat for the cassoc, which 
I usually wore. Under this novel attire, I easily pass- 
ed the grates, which open on the quay of the Tuile- 
ries in the garden. I entered it, and surveyed it 
rapidly. Groups of men distributed here and there 
covered its surface. The spring wdk and the terrass 
were unusually crowded ; I approached several of 
these groups, and penetrated the thickest of them, the 
better to collect the public qunion, and to hear the 
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observations of t)^ bjrstsnders. They varied extreipely 
and were all exaggerated. They were replete with 
lovectives agunst the royal family^ and each one devis- 
ed some plan for its destruction. The royalists, as 
well as the moderates, and a few individuals, attached 
from rnodves of affection and gratitude to the illustri- 
ous victims, were conspicuous by their melancholy 
dlence, and by their affrighted and mournful looks. 
All I heard gave me much anxiety for the future des- 
tiny of the royal fiunily, and I could hardly breathe, 
when I dkected my steps towards the hall of the 
legislatufe. 

I was descendklg the stairs constructed to shorten 
the distance by the passage of the Feuillans, when the 
bowlings of a furious mob, heard at a distance, first ^ 
arrested the general attention, and immediately excit- 
ed the curiosity of the crowd towards the spot, from 
whence the tremendous ndse arose. Swept, as it 
were, I was compelled to retrograde, and soon reach- 
ed the interior of the Tuileries. There I beheld a co- 
hort of armed men bareheaded, whose arms were 
^pped and bloodyi whose ferodous countenances 
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were sullied ynth dust aod perspiraBon ; thej had come 
to demand the reudue of the Swiss prisoners^ taken on 
the preceding day. I shall ever lemember, that 
among those sa^ge tygers^ I observed a young man 
of the national guard, of an interesting physiognomy) 
who lavished the powers of a captivating voice, and 
improved the exqui^te sensibility elicited by circum- 
stances, to move the hearts of Ids companions. He 
appeared like an angel surrounded by demons. But 
they answered the pathetic accents of his moi^g elo- 
quence by the most honid yells, and, if I am not nds- 
taken, he owed his own safety to a precipitate flight I 
had much trouble to rid myself rf the innumerable 
multitude, which poured incessantly around me. Con- 
vinced, by this time, that my zeal was fruidesa, and 
that I could not gain access to Louis, I wandered 
round the less confined groups, which crowded the 
errass of the Feuillans, and finally made my escape 
through the gate of the tiding school. 

A more lamentable scene than I have before wit- 
nessed, awaited me in L'echelle street. At the foot of 
the fountain, which £vides it from St. Louis' «treet, 
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thty had just found a corpse^^rced with a thousand 
wounds, xnutihted and covered with mud and gore»: 
ah^ady in a state of putre&ction. They were about 
to remove it, when a young woman, who had anxiously 
looked for her husband for four and twenty hours, ran 
and rushed through the crowd of spectators, attracted 
by this interesting sight Her h$dr was dishevelled^ het 
clothes torn off, her eyes inflamed, and swoln with 
tears, and her whole countenance stamped with deq>ah*. 
I have since learnt, that one of her friends, led this 
way by chance, havmg i^cognised in the corpse the 
husband, who filled the poor woman's soul with anxi- 
ety, had indiscreetly informed her ot his discoveiy^ 
The wretched woman had come to ascertain the fact. 
At the sight of the bloody and disfigured corpse, she 
M into a swoon. The surrounding multitude propos- 
ed ^ remove her to a coffee house, when she reoov- 
cred. Then trembluig violently she approached with a 
ghastly countenance, bent her knee, unaffected by the 
disgust, which the view and putrid state of this manr 
gled body must naturally have excited ; she raised his 
head), wiped his face with^ her handkerchief, but no^ 

92 



54 'I'liK magomJln 

recognising in his horrid disfigtired aspect the person^ 
whdm she sought^ she aiezed his right hand amt after 
ndibing it some time felt a ring. A piercing slmek 
accompanied this dbcovery. This unfortunate wife 
had no longer the consolation of doubttng, she was 
pressing to her bosom the sad remuns of her mur- 
dered husband. She embraced thone spcnis of death, 
feH down motiotilessy shed no te^rs^ nor heaved a s^ph ; 
thei^ she remsdned ; ^the bystanders were alike ap>pal- 
led and moved in beholding this funeral encounter^ but 
their, fee&gs were much more excited, when at* 
tempting to remove the woman from the scene of her 
frightful and cruel enjoym^it, they found her dcf^riv- 
ed of all colour and motion. A vicdm of conjugal af- 
foction, she had been unable to survive her hudband^ 
and had exjHred in his embrace. 

How many agonizing sights had fostered the woynds 
of my heart, you may more easily conceive than I can 
express. I had seen the foce of thb busy and lifvelj 
dty, in less than four and twenty hours, become a 
scene of cruel desolation. On all sides, the rubbish 
of the throne, drifting through torrents of bloody 
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ciu^ed indifferently, in it» r9{Hd coiar^, friends and 
foes ; IHte a forioos and overwhdming temped, which 
a^tates the most secret^abyss of the immense deep» 
whose dasdttng w^ves^veep the inundated shores, and 
heap hr and wide awful monuments of tremendous 
deairuction. Human wisdom could not see the ulti- 
mate consequence, of this political tornado. Whilsl 
ittdidg:ing those melancholy refiections, ' I crossed a 
part of the city. I know not what of horror and des- 
pair I could readin every countenance. The tremen- 
dous &Xk of a throne firmly seated for ages^ppalled 
every mind. Even those, who first assailed it, those, 
who from the bottom of their hearts, either from an 
attachment to republican forms, or from ambitioot 
rej<»ced al its down&l, could not conceal the terror, 
wMch accompanied their success. They could not 
grow &miliar with the idea, that a few hours had been 
sufficient to level and annihilate, with a breath of .pop- 
utolanaddsm, the colossal power, which had so long 
triuii4ihed over them. On their side the tyrannical 
demagogues, &Gtk>ns newly sprung up from the dust, 
aod the restless pupils of anatchy^ who, with aMew to 



56 ''™B M40DiUJQr 

share among themselves the shreds o£the roy^l man- 
tk) hnjd let loose the m«ltkiide9 c^ready trembled, lea) 
that pec^le s^uld insbt on the full sway of their ne w- 
fy recovered sovereignty. Devmuiog in their lixM^in- 
adon that fiewef) which constitutes its ei^sencC) at the 
same time tiiat they loudly proclaimed liberty, they 
more firmly than ever rivetted their own shackles. 
The arrestadcm o£ talents, which licentiousness called 
dangerous, and of vlrtue» still more &tal to it, was 
already in conten^latbn. The knives of September 
were sharpened in silence, the axe oi ^93 was uplifted, 
the executioners were ready to seize upon the inherit' 
ance of their victams. The fate of a family, hurled 
from the first throne in Europe into the depths of mifi* 
ery and eapdvity, excked also an universal uneasiness. 
But however ancere the last sentiments might bey 
lAiey were buried in the hearts, which entertained 
Ihem. Louk XVI. was pitied, the &te of his &unily 
lamented ; but the tlux)es of pity were smothered^d^e 
rising sigh stifled, and the meanings hushed in secre- 
cy. The tears shed in the dark were fruitless, as if 
tiie alarms, resulting from a deep ia^>res8]on,^had 
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compressed all hearts, and the national dmracter in- 
clmed more to pity, than to relieve the unfi>rtiinate« 
What would induce one to betieve the last assertion 
was the conduct df the French during the whole revo« 
lution, particularly that of those, who emphatically 
styled themselves the king's Mends before the lOtfa 
of August The hulk of them, a few excepted, who 
have rendered their names illustrious by an absolute 
devotion, have seen their master secured by enormous 
bolts, languishing in a dungeon, and expiring in igno- 
miny, without making one angle efifbrt to rescue him 
kom his impencfing and horrid &te. For^ve the 
prolixity of these reflecdons ; what subject can inspire 
more ? But I resume my narrative. 

Plunged in the most melancholy reflections, disheart" 
ened by the most inauspicious prpgnosticks, I wia not 
sensible that I had progressed towards the Luxem- 
bourg. Hai^g entered the gaiden unawares, I was 
.astotushed to observe the calm, which reigned over it. 
The air floating under a spacious arch of lofly trees 
was serene and i^riumed ; under the leaves a chann«* 
ing Ijird warbled his song of love, repeated by a throng 
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of feathered choristers perched <»] the neighboring 
boughs. I seated myselfon a bench, at the end of the 
middle alleys having a full view of the magnificent 
dome of the Pantheon^ whofte cupol% surrounded by 'a 
circular rovrof poplars, opposed the superb convexity 
of its form' to the entbanting bower, which it closed, 
and the splendid richness of its invaluable marble to 
the soft shade of the chestnut trees. Aroimd me, over 
a large carpet of turf, affectionate mothers, collected 
in solitary groups, enjoyed the delight of a fieimiliar 
conversation, while their playful and thoughtless off- 
spring crushed unmindful the newborn and tender 
flower, and rent the air with their joyous acclamatians' 
What a picture of innocent joy 1 But alas I Whilst 
calm and sportive mirth diffused pleasure in this 
peaceful abode, carnage and death dealt their destruc- 
tive blows on the other shore. 

The contrast of those images added to. the melan- 
choly, which filled my soul. In vain did I snuff the 
purest fragrance of the flowers, as it dropped from the 
wings of the zephyrs, my mind involuntarily led me 
back to the loathsome cell, where groaned the it>yal 
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family. Those women, whose tender looks were linr* 
etted on their spordng childreot recalled to my nund 
the unfortunate queen, whose power was but a few 
moments since unikiAed, and who could not now 
afford even those innocent recreations to the rc^al 
piinces. O greatness, how detestable must thou be, 
since thy splendor will not afford hi4>iuness, nor its 
eclipse ccmsolation ! 

The m<motxMious notes of a cymbal partly diverted 
me from this solemn meditation ; I cast my eyes to- 
wards the spot, from which I heard the noise ; I be- 
held an (dd man shabbily dressed, whose hair and 
beard were grey. He had attracted, by the sounds of 
his voice, accompanied with this instrument, a great 
number of children, who diverted themselves in num- 
icking him. The old man approached me without in- 
terrupting his music. Sorrow must have been strongly 
deleted cm my countenance, for addressing me, he 
obs^^ed, you seem, ur, to be very unhappy, and, if 
I dare confess it, the times too much justify you. Bui 
I must assert that you cannot be more exquisitely 
affected, than the beautiful Mary Stuart, whose 
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kmeBtRtkms I ung. She had lost all but hope, but 
'While thai remabs, and it ought always to remain, 
it is a great support under misfortunes. There, 
sir, you may have it for two pence, and in the ba^ 
gain I shaU ung it for you accompanied hf my 
instrument. You must confess, that the opera is cheap. 
The smgular appearance of this being, and his re- 
markable tone, the spirit of that Orpheus of the Lux- 
ambourg, inclined me to listen to him. I added the 
value of the song, of the instrument, and of hi« steps, 
and put the amount into the hands of my virtuoso, and 
begged of him to treat me with a reheai'sal. He com- 
plied immediately, after presenting me the words 
printed on a coarsie paper, " vdih /lermission of the 
mayoTf" he sang his verses. 

While my beggar was singbg, I thought of a pro- 
ject, which I at first rejected, as whimsical, but which 
soon grew familiar. Would it be so very painful, said 
I to myself, to be clad in rags, to wear a rusty grey 
wig, to daub my faoe, and to proceed to the windows 
of the royal pri«», with my cymbal on my back, and 
in that attire, to find out whetfer I can again become 
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usefcri ! You are acqusdnted with Blondel^ this worthy 
singer of Richard ; I determined to become the 
Blondel of the captive king. Zeal blinded me, and 
prevented me from perceiving the imprudence and in- 
utili^ of such an attempt. Being filled vnth ardour, I 
rose and requested him to follow me ; I left the Lux- 
embourg, and led him to my house, and, without bc^ 
ing discovered by the porter, introduced him into ^|m. 
apartment There we soon completed oiir bargain^ I 
gave him what he asked for the cymbal, a good suit 
in exchange for his tatters at the expense of my ward- 
robe, and that of my old servant, and after liberally re- 
warding the condescension of the ballad singer, I dis« 
missed him satisfied. 

I was not less so, for at the first dawn of a new pro- 
ject, the imagination gratified with its own efforts 
seduces the mind, and renders it blind to all conse- 
quences. It is seldom, that such projects are submit- 
ted to judgment before another day, 

I could not wait so long, I coimted impatiently every 
moment, which retarded night, and to fill up vacant 
hours, tried some prikdes on my new instrument 
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A slight knowledge of the piano enables one at once to 
•perform on the cymbal, wliose unvaried sounds are 
tinintemxptedly supported by an incessant and monot- 
onous humdrum. At this favourable moment, when 
^y retires, and night has not yet returned, I prepared 
to act my part I will not mention how long I was 
dressing, nor the agitation which seized upon me, 
.Ivhen I passed the porter's ceH.; I luckily escaped, and 
sallied out humpbacked, with a besmeared face, ray 
head covered with a rusty wig, and an old hat, leaning 
on one crutch, with the cymbal on my shoulder, hob- 
bling along through the street of the university, and 
progressing more composedly towards the famouB 
terrass of the Feuillans. 

It was, as- during the day, covered with people. By 
the bright light of the lamps, I could discover a great 
variety of expression on the many countenances, as 
great a diver»ty of attitudes, and features distorted by 
every kind of sensation. My deai* friend, it is when 
the passions are let loose, that it is horrible, but inter- 
esting to observe man ; we can then trace the sinu- 
osities of this inextricable labyrinth, and contemplate 
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the pantings of ambition, the projects of future aggran- 
dizement, the burning thirst for glory, the ravages of 
hatred, and the insatiability of avarice. Thus would 
Vesuvius appear, if its bowels were laid open to the 
affrighted sight of a curious inquirer, if he could 
behold the devouring furnaces, when the combustible 
materials of a future and tremendous eruption are 
already accumulated. 

Had my heait been capable of enjoying calmness 
and tranquillity amidst those scenes, at once imposing 
and burlesque, what progress I must have made in the 
study of raan^l Without mentioning what subsequently 
fixed my attention, how was it now engaged ? Here 
an enormous individual, with a stentorian voice, wear- 
ing large, loose holland pantaloons, and a spacious cap 
one side of his head, whose countenance beamed 
with fury, whose inseparable and thick eyebrows hung 
©ver his eyelids, whose red curled whiskers covered 
half his cheeks, made in thundering accents the bar- 
barous motion to prolong the commotions of the tenth 
for a week to come, and to direct their fury against 
the badly constituted authorities. There an extrava** 
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gant and ignorant orator^ misapplying the ^mtings <^' 
Montesqiueu and Rousseau, In^sted loudly upon 
having an assembly of twenty millions of voters, of 
whom the nation is composed, because, said he, no 
coDsdtuent enjoys the privileges of pure democracy, 
unless he represents himself personally. A little 
farther, a citizen of decent deportment, young enough 
to love a republic, and inclined to moderation, dis- 
played all the powers of persuasion. Those men, 
mostly belcmging to the various newly instituted clid>s, 
were surroimded by others, who made incessant 
motions ; and by a gaping, stupid, and admiring 
crowd, by men hired to applaud, and by a multitude 
either indifferent, alarmed, idle, foolish, or cowardly 
When I had fully recovered from the agitation, 
which' the execution of my project, and the fear of 
its failure^ had excited in my breast, I sat mysetf dovm 
on the steps of the stairs, which face the passage of 
the Feuillans, smd commenced a prelude on my cym- 
bal ; its tone collected <a group of people around n^e. 
I was about to sing the lamentations of Mary Stuart, 
which I had just played, when an ill looking fellow 
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harshly ordered me to go and sing ferther off. That 
was the very thmg I wished to do, but my joy jvas 
excessive, when that man ironically added, " Go^ my 
old fellow, and rejoice with thy accents the ears of the 
Cidevant; while listening to thy melody, he will fancy, 
that toraonx>w b St. Louis' day." 

This was at least a pretence to justify my measures, 
in case I should be called to an account ; I crossed 
the passage, and entered the yard. The only guard 
in the interior was a smgle sentinel, posted under the 
window of the apartments occupied by the royal fem- 
ily* By the l%ht of a. lamp, which shone on the sen- 
tmel, I discovered that his physiognomy was interest- 
ing, and, that his general appearance was in his &vour. 
I ventured to ask him, if there would be any hafm in 
my playing a tune ? He answered, that he had no or- 
ders to prevent it ; consequently having seated myself 
against one of /the columns of the peristyle, which 
surroimds the Feuillans, opposite to the king's cell, I 
sang, in a smothered voice, the two first verses of the 
fbUowiDg romance. 

g2. 



MARY STUART A ROMANCE. 

D'aii poavoir usurps malheureuse viotime 
La noble Stuart g^missait; 
. ' Le doa de plaire etait son crtme» 
De oe don aofond d'un abime, 
Sa male la punissait. 
Seeptre, 16clat qui t'environne 
Ne merite que la pitie ; 
Et je pr^fbfe k la couronne 
Un doux regai*d de I'amitie. 

Dans la tour o& languit cette reine charmante, 

Le sonrenir d'un tendre amour 

Soutient sa foree chanoelante i 

Et sa voix plaintive et touchante 

Redit k chaque instant dujour ; 

Sceptre, 16clat qui t'enyironne 

Ne merite que la pitie ; 

"Et jc pr^ftre k la couronne 

X7n doux regard de I'amitie. 

I had finisjied this stanza, and was playing the sym* 
phcmy, when the second window, opposite to my sta- 
tion, opened slowly. This part of the yard being ob- 
scure, I could not distinguish the person who opened 
it ; but to manifest more fiiily my intentions, whoever 
it might be, I continued thus ; 
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Ce n'est point la splendeur d'un poytl hym6nee 
Qae jamais desira moncGear ; 
En me nomant sa bten aim6e» 
Lancastre de ma destined. 
Sans etre roi, fit le bonkeur ; 
Sceptre T^elat qoi t6nvironne 
Ke me rite que la pitid^ > 
' Et je pr6ftre k la oouronne 

Un doax regard de Tamiti^. 

I paused awhile, and the sentinel, drawing near me, 
observed to me in melancholy accents ; I am afraid 
that these princes are more wretched than Mary 
Stuart. If they have any friends left, where are 

they ? At least they have one left they have two ; 

but what can the friendship of a poor musician and of 
a solitary sentinel ayail them ? The musician may 
sing romances, and the sentinel may guard them. Go 
on, old man, .those bars are firmly fixed, and it will re-^ 
quire stronger hands to remove them. The sentinel 
turned round peevishly, and I resumed my song. 

Cher epoux, cours aux pieds de ma sceur de la reine* 
Elizabeth t'^coateraf 



^^ THE MAGDA££ai 

Et c«tte augttste souveraine> 
En bnsant pour jamais ma chaine^^ 
Ainsi que nous r^petera ; 
Sceptre I'^clat qui t'environne 
Ne me rite que la piti6 ; 
Et- je pref^e 1i la couronne 
Un doux. regard de I'amitie. 

I must confess, that whilst I was singing, I medi- 
tated on the words of the sentinel, I observed his 
stately but decent gait, the strong expression which 
accompanied his remarks, their extensive meaning) 
and concluded, that he was devoted to the royal fam- 
ily. I then arose and advanced towards him M'ith a 
view to make myself known, and to consult with him 
on the means to relieve the prisoners. At that in- 
stant a woman at the window repeated, in sweet and 
tremulous accents, 

Sceptre I'^clat qui t'enyiroime 
Ne m^rite que la piti^ ; 
Et je pr^f ^re k la couronne. 
Un doux. regard de I'amitii* 
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Do you uoderstand, ssa& the sentinet, taking hold 
of my h^d eagerly? Very well, answered a harsh 
voice from the dark. Gentlemen royalists, proceed.... 
We are lost, exclaimed the sentinel; come, my friend^ 
ssdd he to me, raising his voice, let us deserve the 
honour of dying for so noble a cause. He wa9 yet 
speaking, when the yard was filled with armed men^ 
advsaicing by the light of a number of torches. The 
man, who had driven me off the terrass of the Feuil- 
lans, came up to me, told me I was his prisoner, and 
bid me follow him. The sentinel, beuig relieved, 
was placed by my side, and we were escorted by a 
large party of armed vohuiteers, preceded by a num- 
ber of iiambeaux, and led through St. Honore*s street, 
through that of the Pont Neuf, and from the quay of 
the silversmiths to the depot of mayoralty. 

Were I inclined to interest your feelings in my be- 
half, I should not want means, by describing the suf- 
ferings which resulted from this and my subsequent 
arrestation. But I have no wish to divert your atten- 
tion from a femily much more to be pitied than 
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myself, and shall only introduce my name when it is 
indispensable not to break the thread of events. 

My first care, as soon as I entered the mayoralty^ 
was to write to my pupil, young Lord Fitz Asland, 
whom I warned agsdnst two things principally ; first, 
the calling on me ^ secondly, the taking any steps to 
procure my release. We were not yet acquainted 
with the ways of tyranny, and were quite ignorant of- 
its practice. I believed, for my part, that my liberty 
would immediately follow my detention, and was sa 
uncere in my belief, that I did not hesitate to sign my 
real name to my billet, not suspecting, that the in^ 
^uisitorial eye of the police would examine its con- 
tents. 

There were thirty two persons detained in the pri- 
son of the mayoralty of all ages, sexes, and ranks^ 
There were several gentlemen of the chamber, some 
dignified noblemen,, among whom I recognised Mrt 
Rohan Chabot, several clergymen, five or six women, 
and a few foreigners. When we ai^rived, the conver- 
sation was animated, but it ceased immediately.^ Ali 
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eyes were intent on us. I perceived that the appear^ 
ance of a beggar, whose garb I had preserved, excited 
astonishment and disdain. It was natural to suppose 
that an honest beggar was not a suitable person to be 
admitted into such company ; for the reverses of for- 
tune which subdue the heart, do net eradicate preju- 
dices, and there are many, who will own as royalists 
those only, who wear red heel shoes and blue ribbons. 
I shall not fadgue you with a descrip&n of my new 
abode) where, after all, I remained but three hours. 
I was tlien summoned to appear before an administra- 
tor of the police, who, alter exanuning me in due 
form, ordered that I should be transferred to the Fwce 
pTiaon, I attempted to object that a poor beggar could 
not excite su^icions, and could not be dangerous. But 
the man in authority looked angrily at me ; this de- 
ception, said he, ill becomes you, if you are soi honest 
man, lying and imposition ought not to be in your 
mouth. I am >yilling to grant that you are a beggar^ 
a cymbal player for a credulous public, but through 
this ragged veil the eye of the police can discriminate 
the truth. You are Abb£ de Fermont. So decided * 
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declaraticMi admitted of no negative answer. I endeav- 
oured to justify my conduct by the purity of the mo- 
tives which had inspired it, and asked the liberty to 
change my dress. I was answered that my request 
would be granted at the Force. Two gend*armes in- 
vited me to follow them, and made me enter a car- 
riage which waited for me, and we proceeded to the 
Force, 

Here M. de Fermont made a pause. The night 
was almost spent, we separated after appointing a 
rendezvous for the next night at eleven, near the third 
column of the portico of the Magdalen. The scene 
which my eyes had witnessed, the narration which I 
had heard, deeply moved my heart, and engrossed my 
thoughts. I realized again in my sleep those passed 
sensations, and my dreams impressed them fully on 
my mind. The next evening I kept my vord. The * 
Abb6 soon joined me, and having entered the church- 
yard, he resumed, as we walked about, the conversa- 
tion of the preceding night. 



SECOND NIGHT. 



MY leaders, who probably had received orders to 
remain silent, gave me up at the first gate of the 
Force firiaoTij to the safe keeping of a jailer, and having 
taken a receipt for my person, they disappeared.* 
Then by the light of two smoky lamps, a turnkey, 
wearing a fur cap, accompanied by two monstrous 
dogs, led me through a long passage, whose windiags 
were narrow, and conducted me to a small yard, where 
he opened the second door. I entered through the 
iron gates, and was obliged to bend forward, and force 
my way in ; after passing through nine of them, he 
introduced me into a little cell, where under a mouldy 
ceiling, I found a straw bed, with a ragged blanket. 
My keeper, in a harsh and grum voice, wished me a 
good night and good courage ; then having called his 
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dogS} he- closed upon me the heavy doors of my dun- 
geon, securing me with three holts and three locks. 

Once more I will abridge, and resume those details 
which will most interest you. As the stratagem, 
which I had put in execution, to inform Louis, that 
he had one friend left, supposed some invention, I 
had the honour of a solitary confinement, in which J 
remained till the third of September, that is to say 
twenty one days, without the least intercourse with 
any man, except the jailer ; having no other nourish- 
ment than a detestable soup, a few half done kidney 
beans ; but still more awake to the trying situation of 
the dethroned royal family, than to my own. 

The first days of September will ever excite the 
abhorrence of posterity, on account of the foul crimes, 
which indelibly marked this fatal epoch. When 
history retraces those cfiabolicalndeeds, she will dip 
her pencil in blood, she will represent murderers 
carelessly seated on their lifeless victims, and fix>m 
this horrid seat, ordering new massacres. My design . 
is not to give you a recital of them, I shall only men- 
.tion what relates to myself. 
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A. faint ray of light glimmered through an aper- 
ture in the close grates of my dungeon, where I 
sometimes S4)plied my eye« The sight of the prison- 
ersy who walked promiscuously in a vast yai*d, and 
the consolation of viewing a few green trees, solaced 
my misery, and seemed to cheer the living tomh, 
which^ enclosed me*- 

During the rooming of the second of September, I 
thought I beheld on the countenances of the prisoners, 
the expression of a lively alarm. I observed them 
meeting in small groups; conversing eagerly, and 
those, who seemed the most engaged in speaking, 
occasionally walking about Avith great agitation, strik- 
ing their foreheads^ whilst others remained motionless, 
deprived alike of colour and voice. 

Towards twelve o'clock, a general officer entered 
the yard, accompanied by his wife, a jailer, and turn- 
key. All the prisoners having crowded around him, 
he seemed to be speaking to them. Each prisoner 
soon entered the prison, and it was locked up ; the 
yard was entirely deserted. This arrangement and 
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the fear depicted on their countenances, inspired me 
with the liveliest anxiety. 

Very soon some distant and stifled shrieks aug- 
mented my apprehensions ; among those pitiful sup- 
plications, I thought I heard some vehement and 
passionate expressions. The clashing of arms, and 
the sound of five or six strokes of the bell, wafted by 
the wind, redoubled my agitation, and I know nothing 
comparable to the terror, with which the silence that 
succeeded, inspired me. 

It was soon inter nipted by the arrival of the jailer, 
who, in doleful accents, called several individuals. I 
saw them advance, some precipitately, and with a wild 
look, others slowly and as pale as death. During four 
iiours, the rooms poured out their prisoners, who were 
led through the central gate ; they all went out, but 
none returned ! 

' My mind was in a state of fermentation, and I could 
not class my ideas. I was so remote from truth in my 
conjectures, that the idea of a general jail delivery 
occurred to me as the most natural. Alas I it was 
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but too true ; the axe had severed the chains of each 
prisoner, and set him at liberty for ever 1 This calling 
of prisoners was interrupted from five o'clock till 
night ; then the lamps in the yard were lighted, but 
contrary to the usual regulation, the dogs were not 
let loose. You will soon see that those trifling circum- 
stances had been calculated. 

Silence prevailed again^ until eleven ; the clock had 
hardly struck, and I was about leaving my stand to 
indulge in rest, when a loud noise again attracted my 
attention. The central gate was opened with great 
clatter, and in an instant the yard was filled with arm- 
ed men, preceded by lighted torches. Their speeches 
were angry, and expressed in coarse language, threat- 
ening, and interlarded with horrid oaths. I remarked 
amongst the rest a man, whose appearance, dress, and 
attitude, chilled me with horror ; he seemed to me 
like crime personified. His lank, tall and crooked 
body was supported by legs, and coupled witli arms 
without proportion in their form. Under a squalid 
cap, round which hung a few locks of curly reddish 
hair, he displayed a hideous face ; his complexion was 
h2 
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livi4, and rendered more terrible by a thick hanging 
black eyebrow ; his eyes red and inflamed, and the 
movements of his mouth convulsive. This monster,, 
covered with a short jacket without sleeves, exposed 
to view his hairy and crimson chest ; the- blood drop- 
ped from the lance on which he supported himself; 
and his naked arms were covered with clotted gore. 
The view of this villain, who -seemed to have a com- 
mand over the rest, let me into the secret of their hor- 
rid deeds, and gave me to understand what new crimes 
they meditated. I then fiiUy believed, that the days 
of the massacres had arrived, and that my funeral hour 
tvas fast ^approaching. I soon felt that I must arm 
myself with courage and resignation. After all, the 
idea, that the royal family ^were involved in the same 
destruction with myself, rendered that moment the 
most bitter of my life. 

The dungeon, from which I observed those scenes 
of devastation, was too distant from the place, where 
the cannibals exercised their fiuy, to permit me to 
hear. them. But I judged by their fiery looks, their 
furious gestures, that they insisted on the jailer's 
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delivering up the rest of the prisoners ; but this honest 
man opposed the most virtuous i*esistance to their f 
obstinacy. v 

The contention soon seemed to grow warmer. I 
heard a tumultuous confusion of voices; I distinguish- 
ed occasionally some of their horrid imprecations ; the 
murderers had become furious ; but the more they 
threatened and yelled, the more the jailer mustered 
resolution. Then the mfecreant, whom I have just 
described, advanced towards him exasperated with 
fury, his eyes darting fire, and his mouth all of a foam, 
he seizes the jailer with a nervous arm, {xrostrates 
him, and trembling with rage, retreats with his horde 
0f £ends. 

When they had disappeared, the jailer rose, entered 
quickly the basement story, and came out again with 
more precipitation ; he locked the doors, gazed 
around him with affrighted looks, and v, ent away ; for 
the third time the yard was again deserted. 

I then left my stand, fell on my knees to offer to my 
God the sacrifice of my life, for I no longer hoped to 
prfjserve it. The rattling of keys, the screaking of 
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hinges, warned me of the approach of my last mo- 
ments. I started up, and saw two men enter, one of 
whom was Bault the jailer, leading the other by the 
hand, whom he endeavoured to compose. Resume, 
if possible, your tranquillity, sir^ said he to him ; you 
are in the most unknown part of this prison ; it must 
be totally demolished before you can be discovered ; 
believe me, this dungeon is the most secure place, 
and I will leave you in good company ; good nighty 
gentlemen, this tempest is horrible, but it will cease. 
The door was locked again, and I found myself in the 
dark with an utter stranger. 

On similar occasions an acqusdntance is soon made, 
and a conversation easily ensues. Besides, by the 
help of the jailer's light, I had been able to cast a 
glance on my compaMon, whose &ce did not seem uh- 
knpwn to me. This fiHnished me a pretence to ad- 
dress him. 

It was M. de Chamilly, valet de chambre to Louis 
XVI. he informed me, that early in the morning a 
kind of tribunal, formed nobody knew how, had taken 
its seat within the first wicket of the Fwrce jirUfm^^snA 
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had organized a regular massacre. He was about to- 
appear before the bloody€£ribunal, where he would 
have been condemned and executed, had not the hu« 
manity of the jailer Bauk snatched him from death. 
M. de Chamilly enlarged on some details of that hor-^ 
rid day, he was but partially acquainted with the whole> 
yet he knew too much not to appal with their recital a 
heart possessed of any sensibility, and enough to ex- 
cite tears of blood. 

We remained in the most cruel agitation .until: 
sometime after twx) o'clock in the morning. The 
awful silence, which reigned around us, was occasion- 
ally intern^ted by lamentable cries, drowned by tu* 
multuous vociferations ; it appeared to us. possible by 
attending to the groans, that we could ascertain the 
number of victims, and as the Force prison consists 
of several buildings divided by spacious yards and ^- 
pendous walls, we judged that the murderers, spared 
nobody, and that death met every where new victims 
tp devour. 

It was about this time, that four cut throats, half- 
Baked, intoxicated with wine^ rage, and carnage, and^ 



drenched in blood, penetrated into the yard, rending 
the sdr with their abomidHble imprecations. The^ 
dragged by the hair a turnkey, a virtuous old man, who 
had snatched several victims from their fiiry. As 
they passed near our grate, we heard them distinctly 
pronounce the name of Rhuliiresy and swear that they 
would deprive him of life by the most cruel tortures* 
The turnkey havmg introduced them into a small cell 
of the basement story, they seized upon that unfor^ 
tunate officer ; they at first stripped him naked with 
the most shameless brutality, then mangling his body 
with:, strokes applied with the fiat side of their sabres^ 
they made him run before them until he could . no 
longer endure his torments. His blood, which flowed 
abundantly, from. the hanging shreds of his mangled 
flesh, rendered him at once an object of horror and of 
pity ; but, oh 1 excess of savage barbarity I these can- 
nibals mixed their sacrilegious peals of laughter with 
die. dying groans of their victim. Finally, after a 
courageous defence and the most terrible agony, this 
unfortunate man found the term of his torments in 
death. M. de Chamilly and myself, appalled by these 



horrors were fest locked in each others convulsive 
embrace^ and hr from being able to say a word, we 
could hardly breathe a sigh. Ah ! let death prostrate 
me now, I have seen it in such horrid forms, that I can 
no longer fear it. ' 

We remained the rest of the night in a stupor, and 
devoid of all motion, tormented, as it were, with a fa- 
tal dream, longing for the consolation of a speedy 
awakening, and afraid to breathe, lest we should be- 
tray ourselves. The dawningjight, which was reflect- 
ed from the wall, that faced us, the coolness of the 
mormng, and the balsamic vapours of the dew, re- 
stored our sensations. I made an attempt to rise from 
the nuserable litter, where fear had rivetted me ; I 
drew near the grate, a^)d, with a trembling eye, at- 
tempted to survey the yard, the scene of so many re- 
cent horrors ; alas ! the mangled corpse of Rhuderea 
was stretched lifeless on a patch of grass, moistened 
with his blood, while at a small distance the thought- 
less birds warbled their morning songs under the un- 
dulating foliage of the elms^ 
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At eight o'clock, the jailer entered our dungeOtt? 
he assu£^ed and calmed M. de Chamilly's fears, and 
infonned me that I must leave him for a few mo- 
ments. Ah ! for this time in spite of Bault's protes- 
tations, I thought all was lost, but mustering all my 
resolution ; it is in vsdn that you conceal, said I to him, 
that I am summoned before the usurping tribunal 
about to give me up to my executioners. Honour 
me enough to declare the truth, as terrible as it is, 
I am ready to hear it. Bault declared that he had al- 
ready said it without reserve, and swore by his head, 
that far from my having any thing to apprehend from 
the murderers, they had not even whispered mf 
name. After gdung' through the gaste of the centre, 
which had remained open since the massacre, he car- 
riedme al<mg the cont^ous buildings, and made me 
cross a narrow yard that led to a secret staircase, which 
I ascended behind Mm. On the second floor we found 
a dark entry, at the extremity of which he opened a 
dbor ; it admitted me into a well furnished room, in 
the middle of which lay a colladon. Bault offered mt 
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a chair/invitecl tne to refresh myself) and insisted on 
my drinking a glass of wine, and, afterapologiziiig for 
leaving me alone, he went out and locked me in^ 

What was the driftof his polite attention, what were 
his de«gns ? I was still mecMtadng on those questions, 
when the door being opened, I saw the jailer, precede 
ed by a man wearing a tiicoloured sash, whom he 
treated with much respect. M, de Fermont, said be^ 
as he accosted me, this gentleman is the attorney o£ 
the communes^ to whom you owe your life, and who 
wisl^s to speak with you in private. I bowed before 
M. Manuel, and expressed my gratitude m less live- 
ly terms, than I might have done under different cir- 
cumstances, when I might have enjoyed more calm ; 
Imt M. Manuel was aware of my embarrassment, and 
was perfectly satisfied. The jail^ v^ent away, and we 
were left alone. 

I must interrupt my narration, to make you sen- 
sible of a reflecdcm which occurs to my mind. More 
than one cre^ble writer, and more than one estimable 
mflB» have not only declared, that Manuel had believ- 
ed and propagated the extravagant doctrines of the 
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revolution ; but ev^, have accused him of having had 
a direct influence over the crimes, perpetrated in the 
beginning of September. It does not belong to me to 
be his apologist, but I must consider him in a very 
different light, since the various interviews which I 
had with him. I will mention them in their order, 
and you will judge whether I am correct. This is 
nearly what he said to me. The first reflection, that 
ought to occur to M. de Fermont, finding himself in 
company with Pierre Manuel, is that he is wi^ a ms^ 
who has declared himself the open enemy of MogSi 
and the fiiend of republican institutions. But you ale 
possessed of too much reason to suppose^that an opin- 
ion beyond contirol, resulting fiK>m a feeliiig which 
mofes, and a eonvictkm which impels, would be a 
justifiable motive for enmity. It would Sunount to 
nothing more than a pretence, and a man of a decaded 
character would not make it t]ie baAis of a dedsion. 
Le( us then remain under the persuasioii, you, that 
a moniarcl^ is calculated to promote general ha|k 
psness, and I, that a republic alone am secure liberty- ; 
arid l^t^is see whether there can exist between. «s 'a 
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mediiimy which by modifymg c^xiiiions may bring us 
to one point) and crown each of our wishes to promote 
universal felicity. 

Let us first lay down a principle. Philosophy, 
wfaidk has, Bi a manner, imndated H^e age we live in, 
has demonstrated the insignifieance of gruideur, said 
tiw dmgcva of superstition. The vacillations of Louis 
XVL havie^ aided in the full demonstration <^ what I 
assert A king, who suffered himself to be debased, 
was no longer worthy of a crown. It was not the 
ie&. olAugii8t,^niiich wrested yie sceptre from him ; 
IbrevcirfliBoehehasbeenakHig, the hand of intrigue 
nd of criaae have gradually nndermmed the founda- 
ticnof ysiiimie«- He has net tiierefore descended 
from it, but it has crumbled under him. Never a>uld 
a more &iK>ttrable occurrence offer to establish a re- 
pnUic on the basis of moderation and virtue. Louis 
waB prostrated, and not one of his base friends made 
an effi>rt to raise him from his fall. He ought to 
have been left in the enjoyment of his slumbers, and 
to have been forgotten. 



gg THE MAGDALEN 

But amhidon on one side, and political fanaticism 
on the other, have directed the commotions and the 
murders of the 10th. of August, which have sullied 
that day, and have in^roved their results. Now I 
shudder to think of it ! Anarchy let loose knows no 
curb i or rather, like a sweeping tocr^it, it broke down 
its sluices, and dragged through its bloody current men 
and monuments. Oh ! crimes before unheard of ! 
continued Manuel, as he rose walking vehemently, 
across the room.' Opprobrium of my native land ! 
what will wipe the stains imprinted on thy virile robes ! 
At this moment humanity no longer exists, cannibals, 
seated on heaps of dead bodies, drink brimful cups of 
blood, and their homidde lips, pronounce acvr sen* 
tences of extermination 1 

It is with a view to dull the instruments of assas* 
sinatfcn....M..Manuel at this instant was interrupted by 
the jailer, wha darted into the roonv in a tremor, ^ix- 
claiming that the massacres still continued, and that 
Madame de Lamballe had just been brought in. The 
attorney of the communes sallied out, and. I wa&, left 
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akne. ^ He stayed away ten mmutes ; when he 
returned de^air was depicted on Ms countenance^ his 
cjres were swimming in tears ; trembling all over, 
quite out of himself, and unable to speak, he threw 
himself into an arm chair, covered his fale with his 
hands, and exclaimed in doleful accents, and in a 
chcdced voice....Oh the barbarians I... .the baibaiians ! 
.-..I stood before iiim in profound silence, burning 
whh impatience to question him, and yet afrsdd to 
hear his answer. 

When he was a little more calm, M. de Ferment, 
add he to me, laying hold of my hand, we tread on 
the crater c^ a volcano ; let us fly this poisonous soil, 
wluch devours its inhabitants. The revolutionary 
ebulition has raised a scum, which is about to pollute 
and drown every one ! In the burning deserts of Af- 
rica, tygers alone tear in pieces the limbs of travellers 
to satiate their devouring hunger ; but^here men 
feast their cannibal cravings with the flesh of their 
fellow men. The blood, which they have lavished 
during two days, excites their burning thirst ; they 
swim in that element ; their arms exhausted with 
12 
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aiurdering rest themselves by new murders. They 
have this moment assassinated the inte;*esting Madame 

de Lamballe I have seen her beautifid head severed 

from her outragedbody, andcai*ried about upon a Uoody 
pike ! I sa\v a cannibal tearing her heart from her 
chest, and pressing its blood into a cup, I saw him 
quaff this execrable liquor with a diabdical pleasure ! 
Oh ! the dreadful repast of Atreus will no longer be 
accounted a fable, and all the horrors of mythology 
have become historical facts I 

With what horror I was seized ai hearing this ! 
Madame de Lamballe ! ShGy whom a boimteous Qod 
seemed ta have created as an emblem of goodness, 
under the features of beauty, had perished in torments 
and ignominy 1 Whilst her murderer loaded with 
gold, and decorated with the first offices of sts^, in- 
sulted public morality, and evaporated his wine on the 
sacred seat of justice I 

Manuel, more composed, related to me the particu- 
lars of the tragical death of that lovely princess. She 
had| said he to me, just been ordered in at the lower 
door, which leads to the room where the murdering 
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tribunal vras sittingi^ when I ai^>eaFed. Clad in a plain 
white gowU) her hair disheTelled^ she exhilnted the 
ima^ of innocence traduced before thp tribunal of 
crime. My presence caused a sensation <£fficult to 
describe. I had already presented myself, and my ear- 
nest solicitations had suspended the work of destruc- 
tion. It had resumed its horrid activity, and once more 
I came to suspend its fury. My presence appalled 
these butchers of the human race. Two of Madame 
de Lamballe's satellites dropped the swords pointed at 
her breast. Through a door partly open, the agitated 
president inquired, what was the matter ? What is the 
matter, exclaimed I, you must leave to the regular 
constituted authorities the punishment of the guilty, 
the pardoning of those, who are in an error, and the 
release of the innocent. Ye citizens, who are the orgsn 
of the law, I might tell you, that it prescribes that con- 
duct ; but in the name of humanity I entreat you» 
How! disarmed men, infirm <^d men, weak children I 
Are those the enemies worthy the exertion of French 
courage I How then ! shall it be said, that while your 
brothers in arms are &cing the Prussian columns, yoa 



are trying your bravery, and displaying your whole 
strength against a woman? Could you be savage 
enough to dip your hands in her blood ? Remember, 
citizens, that the blood of the murdered cries aloud to 
heaven, and that it makes an indelible stain. Attorney 
of the communes, answered one of these butchers, 
thou art not here at the bar, and all thou sayest, al* 
though very fine, is not worth a straw. The woman 
Lamballe has betrayed the country, she is the accom- 
plice of Antoinette, she must die ! ^ F(p«, yeB let her 
die^* was heard on ail sides. Justice has slept too Ipng, 
we must give it full sway. The noise at this moment 
became tremendous. I attempted to speak, but my 
voice was frowned by the horrid yells of this motley 
crew. Meanwhile, Madame de Lamballe, as pale as 
death, tremblii^ among those execotbners, could 
hardly stand. Her head was inclined forward, and her 
closed eyelids were bathed in tears. What heart of 
adamant could have remained unmoved at this dght I 
But those of her murderers acquired a new temper of 
ferocity, for rudely laying hold of her by the^houlders, 
they dragged her before the president, vociferating 
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<*Do thy duty.** I started at the same' moment, and 
loudly protested ; calm being in some measure re- 
stored, the president endeavoured to commence an 
examination. The princess made an effort to answer 
him in fi feint voice. ^ If my love for the queen is a 
Clime, I must confess myself guilty ; yes, I have given 
to a corrupt court, to an age of infamy, ^e rare ex- 
ample of sincere love, between a queen and her sub*> 
ject. I have lived for her, and I do not repme at 
dying.*' You shall not die, exclaimed I^ should I even 
perisb \ Barbarians, added I, choked with my tears, 
' andlaymg my breast bare, if you thirst after blood, 
spin mine, and spare. Oh spare this unfortunate wo- 
man ! I had not ended these words, when, after a 
idgnal given by the president, Madame de Lamballe 
was borne off,, carried to the outer door, and assailed 
with the stix>kes of sabres ; her blood stained my scarf! 
The agonies of her torments, the view of mang- 
led heaps of carcases, swimming in blood and filthv 
made her frequently faint, and she died several times 
before her eyes were closed for ever ! Her exeeu- 
tionersy ming^g with the horrors of this butchery 
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the infenial brutality of debtaicheiy) sullied her chaste 
remfoiifrki a manner too horrid to relate> until satiat* 
•dy they tore and divided aaiong themselves her yet 
palpitating lin^s I 

We eouldnot reswMwui eftnversatioii fer $osiie timft 
i tnembledy and M* Mamiel shared my &air8> lostte 
fiuy id 4he lallAiiia} fed on the blood of inferior yns> 
liMfi, ahonU % t0 the lemplo, where I had just leann*- 
tAj Iha4 Louist and hb family wseve con&iedl Th» 
attoniegr «f the GonsnuiBes was det»muned xx> 9»j^ 
HmoB) and aayott iwitt aee% to resKoce them part of 
Anir lest awdmi^. But aa ik» present c^u»* 
atop c ea neic net ftyowahle to pro|ecl aoln^ortaiil^a 
|»ho; he simply handed sae a sonll ImoIl of fetter pa.- 
per> (m which several hands had written the Ibllowing 
aoies..^. JSere M. de Fenn<Qiit> to whom I had made 
myself sui&ciemly known the preceding evening, to 
inspire him with some confidence, handed me this 
book, which he could not read on account of the ob^ 
8curity« I examined it <»i the next day, and, with the 
leave of that worthy ecclesiastic, I copied it, as it is 
inserted in these memdrs. It will foim an l;iistocicai 



srs 

docttOMttt of tlie revolution ; it is one of the least 
known, and one of the most kteresting. Jt is now 
printed for the first time. 

(Voucher No. 2.) 

LIBBRTY, PBAOB AND HA1PPINBS8. 

^ That government is the best, which secures the 
happiness of the greatest number of individuals/' 

^ When the constitution of a state secures^ to each 
sod all, the enjoyment of their rights, without per- 
mitting them to abuse them, it has given the sohidon 
of the great problem of the social compact.'* 

^ Powers ought to be distinct from each other, and 
well balanced ; but to prevent thb balancing from 
becoming a swing,, there ought to be a regulator to 
preserve the equilibrium. The legiabitive power 
enacts laws ; the executive governs by them ; the 
.judiciary applies them." 

^ The only good laws are those, which are oomtiH 
tutional ; the only good execution of the laws is that» 
which agrees witii them ; the only good application 
of the laws is that, which is caofbrmablB lo 
spirit." 
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^ Every thing, that has a tendency to ameliorate 
sodety, is a virtue ; every thing, that tends to its 
detriment, is a crime.'* 

« Punishments ought to bear a proportion to delin- 
quencies ; they ought to besalutary to the delinquent, 
and useful to society ; but whilst crimes are punished, 
virtue ought to be rewarded.*' 

" Happy that people, whose national character is 
moderation. This qualification supplies a want of 
virtue, and palliates crimes, it is the mother of peace, 
the security of felicity.** 

^* A revolution, which lasts more than four and 
twenty hours, is at the same time a political crime, 
and a political mcmstrosity, as a tempest, which would 
extend its ravages beyond a day, would be a dire phe- 
nomenon in the order of nature.'* 

" If the day of a revolution is devoted to destruc- 
tion and vengeance, the next day, ought to be conse* 
crai^ to repairs and to justice.** 

^ Manners are measured by the piinciples, the 
doctnnes, and the conduct of a government i be the 
latter humane^ the former will be mild.*' 
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" Extreme opulence, and extreme indigence 
estrange individuals from the great family. He, who 
can exist independent of society, is at least indifferent, 
if not inimical to it. He, who cannot live in its bosom, 
becomes its executioner. Therefore one of the princi- 
pal claims of government ought to be to do away the 
influence of colossal fortunes, and to unite the interest 
of the rich man with the soil of the country.'* 

" Such are the maxims, which are destined for the 
education of prince Louis Charles, eldest son of Louis 
XVL" 

These notes were written in the same hand ; those, 
which follow, Were written in three different hands. 

In the firaU 

" Louis XVI. consents to abdicate the crown in 
favour of his so^ Louis Charles.'* 

^ The king will preserve the title ; he must have 
an income suitable to his rank, and the use, during life, 
of the palaces built at Nancy by king Stanislaus,^ tlie 
last duke of Lorraine and Bar." 
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^ Pifoce Louis Charles will receive an education 
suitable to a prince destined to govern a great na- 
tion." 

^^ M. de St. Pierre) aatlior of the stucUes of nature, 
^shall l^ appointed Ms governor.*' 

^ The king shall not exercise the executive power 
alone before he is twenty one years old. Prince Loins 
shall be examined before a council of fifteen membersi 
who shall declare and attest) whether he is capable of 
discharging the duties of a king." 

Jn the second hand, 

^ The provision £>r the queen and the relations df 
Lotus XVI. shall be sufficient and honourable." 

In the third hand. 

^ There shall be a body of regulators to direct the 
action of powers." 

^ A legislative assembly not very numerous, whose 
Unctions will consist in proposing laws, and anothei^ 
whose functions will be to give them sanction." 

" The judiciaiy fanetions to be perpetual." 
^ The jutialnistratioii to beperfecUj eentral." 



* The sovereign powers to be organized for ihsr 
ftesxcst good of the people^ to whom they are now 
surrendered."^ 

On the last page vxlb written. 

" The king's council, composed of Messrs. Mal^s- 
herbes, Servan, Condorcet, Rolandf Angran d'Alleray, 
&c. has the consent of the powers that be for this pro- 
ject, which will not be bloody, unless th« Orlean &c^ 
iaxxL should oppose it." 

After delivering into my hands this sketch of a 
plan, which required mature deliberation, observed M. 
de Fermont, the attorney of the communes had left 
me in possesion of the room where we had conversed. 
He had requested me to add to the book those re- 
flections, which its contents might suggest, and prom- 
48edto see me again on the next day. Before he 
parted with me, I informed him fully of the situation 
and extreme anxiety of M. de Chamilly ; he promis- 
ed to think of him, and assured me, that he was- out 
of danger*. 
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I read the notes again very attentively ; I felt 
inclined to appix)vc some of them, many more I 
would have, rejected. But under] actual circum« 
stances, I was sensible that some sacrifices were nec- 
essary and even unavoidable, and, that we must trust 
to time for indemnification. I only thought, that one 
of the piincipal preliminary conditions ought to^be the 
liberty of the king and his family, and noted this opp^. 
ion at the bottom of the book. 

Manuel returned according to promise, and was the 
bearer of a letter from my young pupil, lord Fitz- 
^ Asland, who after a few days of extreme anxiety and 
useless researches, had at last learnt, that I was in the 
J'orce /trisoity and that I had survived the massacre.* 
The attorney of the communes informed me, that Uiq 
fuiy was not totally satiated, and had extended its 
i-avdges from prison to prison. He mentioned, that 
the capture of Vendun, and the entrance of the Prus- 
bians into Champagne, had afforded a pretence for 
those horrors, and as Manuel added, had been a mo- 
tive to excite the revolutionaiy fanaticism. After all^ 



neitUer the provisicxiary government} nor the com- 
munes had made the least exertbn to stop the deluge 
of bloody but a secret caucus^ met at the mayoralt}^, 
had even epcquraged and dh^ected it 

It is ppobabler observe the magistrate, that most 
heads had been numbered and devoted, and that funds 
had been provided to ptay their respective prices.- Ex- 
ecrable traffic ! which has introduced under our mild 
regions the barbaroi^ customs of Guinea. It is in the 
age rendered illustrious by Beccaria and Rousseau, 
that a iiiarket bouse of human flesh has been opened, ^ 
uid that th^ price of blood and carnage has been> 
regulated ! 

. When Manuel had cast his eyes upon the previous 
Gcxtditioii, which I had {u-oposed for the emancipation 
«f the royal fiunily ; it meets with my ideas, said he' 
bjiit it would be an act of temerity t& attempt to bring 
h about openly. Prudence, and if I must say so, cun- 
ning alone, can render this plan successful. You have 
made use of it to serve the king I we must c<mtinuey 
no other means will answer. Although I am the see- 
oDd ma^^strate of the oommune8,my influencela neQ» - 
&3 
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tralized by a seditious faction, who avowedly discard 
all propriety of conduct, and outrage every sentiment 
of honour. We must not [expose ourselves to thekr 
vengeance by an ill timed frankness ; the stroke aimed 
at us would reach Louis and his family, whom we wish 

to save This evening at dusk, a fidthfiil agent will 

come, and put an end to your captivity. Follow him 
Avith confidence ; he will lead you among your friends r 
liere is a token by which you wHl know him. 

Manuel, as he closed his discourse, gave me a small 
' medal of gilt brass, on one side of which was engraven 
a sphere as a symbd «f good order, and on the other, 
these words. Liberty y Peace^ and Hafifdnea^, 

I waited the close of day with impatience, and 
watched the declension of the sun, when the jailer in- 
troduced a young man, who without saying a word to 
me shewed me a medal, similar to the one I had re- 
ceived, and made me a sign to follow him. At the 
sight of Bault, the doors were thrown open, and I left 
my prison afifcr a confinement of twenty three days. 
The lane, which leads from the Force priaony was yet 
''^trenched in bloody I shuddered as I crossed it* 
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The hackney coach, which we called fpr in St. 
Anthony's street, earned us to the street of the Dry- 
tree, opposite to a house, of which my young guidey 
who was deaf and dumb, had a written description* 
He conducted me up a pair of neat and simple stairs, 
and introduced me into a room on the second floor; 
I remained there alone some time. A man caiihe in 
and accosted me in a friendly manner. I recognised 
M. Manuel, he took my hand, led me through a 
small glazed gallery, and opened the door of an apart- 
ment, where I saw seven or eight gentlemen seated 
round a table, who appeared to b« engaged in serious 
deliberations. As soon as I entered, they all rose^ 
M. Manuel ha^g mentioned my name, the oldest 
of the gentlemen, who seemed to enjoy tiie greatest 
consideration, paid me a compliment on the devoted- 
ness, which I had manifested for the dethroned &mily, 
and congratulated me on my escape from the daggers 
of die assassins. I answered, as I ought, acknowledg- 
ing, that my safety was due to M. Manuel, and re- 
newed my protestati<ms of gratitude for tjus signal 
fevouF. 



The deaf and dumb young man having entered at 
that moment, one of the members got up, and went 
out with him, but soon -relttnied announcing Messrs. 
Ciery and Chamitly. 

I embraced the latter willi a very lively emotion, 
seeing him as well as myself delivered from the jaws 
of death. As to the former, I renewed the acquaint- 
ance made with him in the apartments of the prince 
foyal, to whom hethen belonged. 

Judging of the in^viduals, who composed this 
society, by those who were btroduced amcng them, 
il was natural to beUeve them dther attached to the 
monarchy from principle, or sentimentally devoted to 
die king's person. But the attachment of some was 
of a difierrat nature. They had not united so much 
on account of the same opinicm, as on account of 
having formed the same design. Some of them, in &ct 
were &mous for their republicanism, others fw their 
philosophy, the smallest number were devoted, not to 
monarchy, but to Louis or his femily. But they were 
all determined to save the king, and coincided in the 
design of giving Ftance^oi energetic and parental gov- 
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eminent, equally secured from the hurricanes of de- 
mocracy, and the lethargy of monarchy, which might 
establish on a secure foundation the glory^of the state 
without and its tranquillity wi^iin. You will under$tand 
this combination of views better, when 1 inform you*, 
that Vergniaud was seated by the side of M alesherbes ; 
Condorcet near Roland, Petion opposite to me ; and 
at the end of the table Manuel, Clery, and Chamilly^ 
whom I have already mentioned. I ought to add 
Ducos and Valaz6, deputies of the Gironde, since as-^ 
sassinated by the revolutionary tribunal. I' cannot^ 
without an unpardonable prolixity, give you an account 
of all the topics discussed during that sitting. Except- 
ing Messrs^ Clery, Chamilly, and myself, who made 
0ur first appearance there, each had suggested some 
part of the notes, which you may read at your leisure ^ 
The final result was ; 1st. to save the king and his 
family from the daggers and the poi^n of the com- 
munes, and from the judgment premeditated against 
them by some of the electoral assemblies, which was 
to be passed by the next convention ; 2d. to convey the 
prince royal to Marseilles or Bordeaux to surround 
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bim iviththe partisans of the new order of things, ami 
boih that centre, to endeavour to secure upon the 
solid foundation of reasKMiable liberty and permanent 
tmiquiUity, the empire now devoured by fjekctions. 
The means proposed to attain this end were, Ist. to 
judge, punish, and disperse the assuming ccmimunes ; 
2d. to effect the destruction of Orleans, and of the 
party rallied under Ins bloody standard ; 3d. to reform 
the future convention, and to cittvoke the sound part 
of the members, who were to meet in the town^ 
chosen for the rcisidence of the prmce' royal. fief(H'e 
this plan was adopted, which to me appeared a mere 
palliative, the discussions . were lengthy^ and. I may 
say wise and eloquent 

M. de Malesherbes mingled in this debate his natu- 
ral good nature with animation ; Condorcet analyzed 
the measures with a metaphysical scrutiny ; young 
Ducos enlivened the subject with the brilliant sallies 
c^ his poetioal imagination, and his southern fertility. 
The wise Petion, without warmth, and yet eu*nestly, 
pointed out occasionally, with a sure hand, the plain 
path of truth ; but above all, Vergniaud decorated it 



-with the irredsdble chiwm of persuasion, and clothed 
It, if I may thus express myself, with the vivid flashes 
«f his unparalleled eloquence. It seemed, that nature 
in fomung that orator had united the transcendant 
genius of Demosthenes, and the irresistible talents of 
Cicero. I thought I observed him occasionally hold* 
ing before us the torch of the latter to throw light 
on our doubts, and occasionally wielding the hatchet of 
the Athenian to lop off exuberancies. But a more 
bloody axe sDenced ibr ever this melodioufflmd mov- 
ing orator, who could have awakened justice, or en* 
Hndledpity in the hearts of his executioners, had they 
but listened to him I 

Clery, who had been admitted into the temple since 
the end oi August, to serve the king, the attorney c€ 
the communes, and myself, were appointed to inform 
bis majesty of the result of tins deliberation. I, in a 
pariictikr manner, was intrusted >irith the care of pre- 
senting ham the notes of the project, and of obtaining 
his signature to Uiem. My entrance into his prison 
was poetpotied lUidl the next day, to enable me ts 



108 



THE MAG0ALEN 



consult with my new colleagues how to facilitate my 
admission. ' 

When the assembly Aspersed, I devoted the first 
moments <^ my liberty to my pupil. It would be 
necessary to know him as I do, to judge of his feelings, 
when he saw me again ; the sequel of my narrative 
will fully prove it. 

Lord Fitz Asland, who knew very well the inter- 
est, which animated me in the king's cause, had divided 
between ^ unhappy monarch and myself his extreme 
solicitude. But all his efforts to make a tender of his 
services had proved useless. He had learnt hpwever, 
through the Countess of Sutherland, ambassadress 
from England, his relation, that Louis XVI. had ex- 
pressed much anxiety, and had Inquired the cause of 
the silence of Abb6 de Fermoat, for whose safety he 
had trembled. This new mark of affection from the 
king, determined aoul encouraged me in the resoliitioA 
of sacrificing myself, if necessary, for his release. 

This was about the seventh of September, when 
the precautions taken by the communesi under whose 



safeguard Louis had been placed^ were not so rigid) as 
they were afterwards. The tyranny of this monstrous 
body was in its in&ncy ; thrice happy France 1 had it 
been stifled in its cradle. 

Manuel) whom I met at the appointed time, told 
me, that If I would follow him with a book under my 
arm as a clerk, I could ga\^ access to the interior of 
the tower. I prepared to assume this new part. 

The tender affection, which my pupil had for me, 
and the lively sympathy^ which he felt for tHe royal 
prisoners, determined me to intrust him at least 
partially, with the attempt, which I was about to make 
to serve Louis XVI. Lord Fitz Asl£aid thanked me 
for this mark of confidence, and, to justify it, brought 
me on the same day, four rouleaux of fifty guineas 
each, as a homage of lady Sutherlsoid to the royal 
fionily^l I was not less moved by the attention of my 
pupil, than by the generosity of this English lady. I 
felt an inward pride, when I reflected, that I had cul- 
tivated this, young plant, which under the corrupt 
influence of this perverse age of selfishness, had pre- 
^rved the full sap of its nadve ^sensibility. 
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M. de Fermont put off, to the third nighty the 

recital of his entrance into the temple^ and of the first 

interview which he had with the king and his &aojly 

in that dismal prison. I will divide this work as this 

I 
excellent man divided his narration. May my pen 

present it to the reader with some share c^ the inter- 

esty which it excited in my hreaat, when I listened 

to it. 
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MANUEL, continued M. de Fenoenty introduced 
me into the temple at six o'clock at night They 
iMd already begun to fortify it The ditch of circam- 
valladoDy which was to surround it, and which could 
only be ciossed over a draw-hric^^ey had been marked 
and piartly dug« I observed a curious crowd, walking 
imder the rotundo, opposite to the tower, whose eager 
looks sought to meet those of the prisoners. With 
respect to those, who guarded the external parts of the 
temple, they had a very different aspect. THey wore^ 
for the most part, deep, thoughtful, and severe faces, 
covered with black whiskers, and darted threatening 
looks ; and in general, their conversation suited their, 
squalid appearance. 
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The guards of the interior looked the wcMrst. At 
each door, of which there were three, I met two 
strapping fellows with faces covered with carbuncles^ 
haymg on their heads enormous fur caps> carr^g: 
broad axes on, their shoulders, and a bunch t>f keys 
suspended by a leathern girdle. They were employed 
as jailers. The sight of the attorney of the com-i^ 
munea, under whose immediate orders they were 
placed, softened a little their harsh language and: 
threatening looks. 

While the apartments of the great tower were pre% 
paring for the royal family, they were confined in the 
little tower. The second floor was occupied by the 
prbcesses and prince royal, and the third by the king 
himself We went directly up to that, and the door 
being secured behind us, Manuel entered first, I fol- 
lowed him, keeping at a distance. 

Madame Elizabeth was then readmg audibly an 
interesting book, to solace the august family. Louis 
XVI. holding his son on his knees, gazed tenderly on 
the princesses, the queen smiled with affection on her ' 
surroup^n^' family, and wa% employed at h^r ne^dlO) 
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amd made signs to ih^ children to be silent. Cleiy^ 
standkig behind the king's arm chair, attentively and 
respectfully, reflected on the vicissitudes of a &mily 
precipitated from a throne, and reduced to this severe 
captivity. 

The noise <^ t)ie doors and our entrance suspended 
the reading. The young prince having looked at uS) 
knew me again immediately ; he darted from his 
Other's arms, and exclaimed, M. de Ferment ; Louis 
XVI. astonished locked round, he could hardly believe 
his eyes, the princesses were not less surprised. 

Yes, sire, said Manuel, as he approached the king, 
he is one of the most faithful friends of your majesty i 
he now comes to pay the homage of his devotedness, 
and to make « tender of his services. The king con- 
descended to rise, and tendered me his hand, assuring 
me that my visit was extremely grateful to him. The 
queen and the tender hearted Elizabeth made me sen- 
sible, that they shared in the king's satis&cti^. 

Their majesties being desirous of hearing what, 
eoncemed me, I satisfied their obliging curiosity^ 
gradually the otmversation w«s turned to its prindpal 

La. 
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object. Manuel proposed to the king to retire into hk 
closet, that we might converse with more safety. But 
the attorney of the communes had hardly imparted the^ 
project, when the khig desired, that, previous 4o pro- 
ceeding any further, the queen might be called. 
Manuel, who had already formed an idea of the ^po- 
sidon of this princess, was apprehensive, that her lofty 
sentiments would make her object to any arrange- 
ment, and that his plan would be defeated ; but Louis, 
accustomed never to deliberate in matters of import- 
ance, without the concuri'ence of his wife, insisted on 
her being called. She therefore came in, and the 
magisti^ate of the people explained our mission. 

He began m a circuitous and dexterous manner, to 
establish as a principle, that weakness of character was 
the inseparable companion of a good heart, and while 
he highly pissed this {Mrecious gift of nature, he de- 
cidedly blamed its unhappy consequences. He proved, 
that, if t^ey were not dangerous in a private character, 
they were extremely so in a public man, especially in 
the first magistrate of a community. After adducing 
some general examples of the correctness of this 
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reasoning, it became indispensable to apply it more 
directly. Let me repeat it to the honour of his heart 
and tadents, Manuel displayed a prudence^ circum- 
specdoD, and address unparalleled) while treating this 
subject. He smoothed his expressions with polite 
language, preserved, for the illustrious victims, all that 
decorum^ which delicacy could suggest ; and, no 
longer able to respect the crown upon a brow depriv- 
ed of it, he at least, respected the character impiinted 
on that brow. Finally, he treated Louis XVI. as a 
skilful surgeon would treat a man deeply wounded. 
He did not, if I may be allowed the expression, pix)be 
the wounds, but- merely applied gentle fomentations 
and palliauves, to diminish the anguish, which his 
reflections weiit calculated to inflict. 

Until then, the king had listened with attention, I 
could even discover in his composed features a tacit 
approbation. The queen did not appear so placid ; her 
impatience gave her a great deal of animation ; I 
could discover, by turns, stifled anger, excited sensi- 
bility, and at times both impressions blended together. 
But when Manuel uttered the word abdicatimj Maria- 
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Antmnette's physiognomy totally changed. A fiery 
redness succeeded the paleness of death, and her knit-- 
ted bmW) and contemptuous looks, displayed all the 
pride of the Cesars. The first glance, which she diet- 
ed on Manuel, was a fiash of lightning, and forced 
him to cast down his eyes in silence. 

The king soon renewed the conversation. Finally^ 
ssdd he, heaving a deep sigh, the die is cast ; I am no 
bnger wanted ; the heir of sixty five monarchs is 
about to become a subject ! Rather die, exclaimed the 
queen, stamping angrily with her foot on the floor..... 
After all what is life when honour is lost ! 

I observed, that ahe muttered some words, and I 
heard distincly Maria Theresa^ probably. an inward 
. comparison between the heroic courage of thai ^ove* 
reign, and the exceasive weakness of Louis. 

No, madame, said I then, yqq^^ shall not die^ nor 
shall honour be sacrificed ; when persecuted by public 
<q>inion, it retreats withb the heart, and waits ih that 
sanctuary the auspicious times, when it shall again be 
enal^led to enforce its laws. But so imperious are the 
actual circumstances, that you must fisign to renoiffice 
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iSf to secure it. The king's abdication is a mere meas- 
ure of precaution, and canliottast. Who will believe 
it to be his voluntary act^ when it is notoriously made 
while he is in irons ? Besides, madame, you must think 
of saving the life of your august .consort ; secure t^e 
crown to your son ; and to yourself, madame>,and your 
firniily, future peace and safety. Will you hesitate in 
making a momentary sacrifice ? Do you wish to be- 
come the accomplice of those, who conspire against 
you ? 

I added many more inducements, which Manuel 
proped with his talents. Louis first consented and 
resigned himself; he sacrificed his sceptre to his son. 
Perhaps he was aware, that, whatever election he 
might ntiake, he was in the power of the party, which 
had resolved on his destruction, tm dependant on that, 
which wished to fiostrate him, and, that under this 
alternative, it was preferable to submit to the condi- 
tions imposed by the one, than tothe scaffold prepared 
by the other. 

When the king foynd himself alone with us, he m* 
dulged human nature with a flood of tears. Heavens 
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hear me, said he to us, I do not regret the loss of the" 
crown, nor of the prero|;atives attached to it, neither 
Is it the lustre, that beams from it. I have long ^ce 
appreciated their true value ; and this crown, adorned 
with gems outwardly, I have found lined with thorns. 
But to see myself rejected from a throne, rendered 
Hlustrious by my grand&ther, Henry the Great, as if 
I was incapable, either through ignorance or bad hh 
tendons, to render my people happy, this, this inflicts 
on my heart a mortal wound. I will not claim, as 
•services rendered, the duties, which I hav^ discharged; 
but have I not done, for eight years past, all the good 
in my power ? Have I not prevented or punished aB 
the evil actions, which came within my knowledge? 
At the very day, on which I ascended die thrcHie, I 
gave up to the people, still my own, because I pre- 
serve for them the same affecdons^the usual duty paid 
at the dme of an auspicious coronation, because I was 
sensible, that thus only I could heap blessings on the 
dawn of my reign. I would no longer permit infamous 
tortures to compel the accused to calumniate himself; 
and, for the torturing cross and wheel, I have substi- 



tuted the £ur means of persuasion. A nation, op{»'esap 
ed by Brifkh avarice^ desiroiy to shake off the yoke, 
made a magnanimous e$brt to recover its lost liberty i 
having Inhented the principles of my father, I have 
aided tiihat generous nation ; t have asdsted them in 
estabtt^bing themselves as an independent people 
among the powers of the world ; and, s^isible of the 
protection vrhich I afforded them, the Americims, be- 
come free, have placed my picture between those of 
the FrankKnSy and of the Washingtons ! W$is not 
the n^ totally ruined or rather anmhilaled, wh^ 
Louis XV. died ? I have, in &ct, given it a new ex- 
istence. I have abolished certain o^us rights of the 
dergx, which liad survived the piety of the preceding 
age, aiMi th^ philosophy c^modem times. At my voice, 
the slaves of Mont*Jura have be«A astoniabed to jEoid 
theonelves restore4.to the condition of freemen. Ab- 
juring ^ maxiins of dei^tism> the first among kingS) 
I ha¥e ^kMwledged the natkinal sovereignty, and 
that obedience, which the nuxiarch owes to the laws ; 
I have rendered an account of my administration to 
the pe<^le t I hmc summoned H^ representatives ; 



I have surrounded myself with them ; as a father, I 
stood in the midst of a cherished &mily, and as much 
as in me lay, I have .taken Antonine, Henry IV. and 
my father for my models. ^.Yet, to reward das love 
and solicitu(k, I have been feci with bitterness for fioor 
years ; they lacerate my heart in its most tender partS) 
by Imputing to the quoen the most odious motives ; 
those, whom I have set at Ubeity, have loaded me with 
chains ; those, who were not base enough to forsake 
me, have been massacred, as well as those who were 
not perfidious enough to betray me ; and this long se- 
ries of calandties concludes with my expuisioQ from 
the throne, which perhaps I could not render i]lustri<> 
cms by great virtues or splendid deeds, but which I in>* 
tended to have consecrated, as the sdtar of public felicity. 
Louis delivered thte speech, of which I give rather 
the substance, than the words, with the most pathetic 
accent accompanied with a flood of tears. -Oh ! insta* 
bility, exclaimed I within myself, while healing and 
contemplating the king! This is the monarch, who 
not long since was so powerful, and so universaUy re* 
spected, who once seated on the throne, £rom whkli 



he dictated his laws, i» now cast into an obscure and 
smaU tower, where he must submit to the petty regu- 
lations imposed upon kim. A modest seat supplies 
tlie pomp of the throne fthis di^bille, the pageantry 
of rojal robes, and the fMrince, who commanded ab- 
soiutety twenty millions of subjects, cannot now find 
an individual willing to t>bef him i 

Manuel answered the king, that the overwhelming 
torrent which swept every tlung, had covered the 
monuments of his noble deeds, but that tt would 
finally dry up, and would leave to gratitude and truth an 
opportumty to raise their voices, whose sound was now 
drowned by the roaring waves of the times. Improve 
then, sire, added the attorney of the communes, the 
Bsivour, which my office procures you ; I must soon 
,leave thisposttotakeaseatinthec(»ivention. I shadl 
retisrn to my constituents your majesty's answer, you 
will not object to render it authendc by your agnature. 
Until that time, M. de Ferment will remain with you, 
in order to consult upon the most proper means to 
secvre your future tranquillity, your hapi»ness, and 
thai of your fionily. 
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Now tiiat we are alone, said the qaeen^ when Manuel 
had left us, and when we had returned to the king^s 
room, where the princesses %utid prince Charles had 
remained, tell me frankly, M. de Ferment, your o^- 
ion upon the project just laid before the lung. Do 
you think it, I will not say admissible, but compatible 
with our dignity and character ? Madame, said I, if I 
only considered in this project what it seems to be, I 
should agree with your majesty in its total rejection* 
But I tUnk it admissible under preset circumstances, 
because I view it as leading to, and having a tendency 
to bring about a new order of things. It is under the 
same views that I consider it, answered the king, and 
it is only under that aastriction, that I giy# it my sanc- 
tion. What is the ]dan, Inquired Madame Eliz^di ? 
♦ No less, answered AntdSMe, than to substitute for the 
legitimate power of the monarch of Hie 'blood of St. 
iiouis, certain nondescript arbitrary powers, resiln- 
bling those of the mayors of the palace, ^h9e some 
new Ebroim, or a modem Charles Martel would reign 
instead of your brother ; the plan is to appoint a re- 
gent over him, and to keep him shaven^ and impris- 
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oned within the walls of some convent. Madame, 
answered Louis XVI. things will not be carried so far. 
But sBould I now refuse ifie terms offered, \diat ought 
I to do ? Die, or Teigii» re|diied the iquMD} witibi an 
impefioas haugfataneis. There is no other aHemative 
fiHT a man, whose brow has borne a diadem. Astome, 
while I despise the Thierrys, the Clovises, and the 
Chilperics, and this tedious list of idle kingsy whose 
names have disgraced the first djmasty^ I do not di»» 
dain the fete of Charles I. he was^mfortunate^ but he 
was great under his mklbrtunes. The q)leiidour of 
royahy accompanied him on the scaftOd. The axe 
aloney which severed his beadlfeom htsbody^ made him 
cease to reiga. Here is a model' for oppressed kings i 
will jpu not render yourself worthy of imitating him ? 
What do you advise nde to4iD then, said Louis, as he 
stifled a sigh ? Must I for my interest, or even for 
glaryi if you will have it so, and for the fortune of one 
&mity •nKndle a civil war ? Shall I not be account- 
able to God for the blood spilt in my defence ? Ah, 
dear sister, exclaimed Madame Elizabeth, too mu^h 
has been spilt already. Is not a throne purchased at 
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too dear a rate, even at the expense of the life o( at 
single individual? What principles, answered An- 
toinette ! What language ! What pusiUanimity • 
What a grosB error nature committed^ when she plac- 
ed the one on a throne> and the other on its footsteps^ 
How fortunate it would have been had you been bom 
in an obscure cottage and destined to lead a timid flock 
of sheep. Such subjects, at any rate, would not revolt, 
and their leader might do without courage or deter- 
minatioD. Oh hel^ens I an obscure dungeon con- 
fines the rofispring of St. Louis, and o£ Henry IV ;. 
unworthy fetters chain the hands of the daughter of the 
Cesars; and France, and Germany, are silent ! Trem- 
bling Europe is appalled ; Kings instead of arming, 
in the noble cause of the liilies, the viie slaves, whom 
they often wantonly expose to avenge the cause of a 
mistress, feel their heads, to ascertain whether their 
crowns are firmly fixed. We are then left to our- 
selves ! A few among the many nobles, ^hose des- 
tinies depend on ours, are still faithful I Then let us 
improve those means, weak in appearance, but which 
well directed \will soon increase. Oiir persecutors 
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have arisen from the scum of the fermentation of the 
dregs of men. Heaven has planted our friends by 
their side. Let the hands of the latter subdue the 
others ; by those noble means, they will cut the way, 
which will raise again the prostrated throne, and seat 
us on it more firmly than ever. 

Louis XVI. begged of the queen to explain herself. 
I will said she, my plan is simple in its principles and 
in its means; time wilt shew its efficacy by its stupen- 
dous effects. The king wished the. children to retire 
before he heard Antoinette ; no,, said she, let them 
remuny. misfortunes have a ready taught discretion to 
my daughter ; as to my wnj added she, lifting the youngs 
prince in her arms, and applying on his forehead a 
maternal kiss, I am happy to implant my principles 
early in his mind. Destined to reign in turbulent 
times, he cannot too much or too soon know mankind,^ 
and calculate events. Alas \ had this science been 
well stixlied) we should not now languish under bars 
and bolts ! 

The queen was about to impart her project when 
the door was opened, and we observed two municipal 
m2 
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commissioners decorated with tricoloured scarfe ; air^ 
said one of them, as he approa^ied mc, although the 
authority of the attorney of the communes iftay justify 
your presence here, you did not intend to remain here 
all xught. There is a room prepared §or you belowy 
have the goodness to follow me. 

The royal family separated. The queen, her sis- 
ter and childi^u descended to the second floor, where 
they lodged. Clery accompanied them to put the 
young prince to bed. Thb valet, who had succeeded 
M, Hue) returned afterwards to hi§ master, near 
whom he lodged in m adjconing closet. For my part» 
I was conducted m\a a low and damp room without 
fkmiture, where I found an old &shioned bed in which 

I am far from iadulgiDg superstitious ;iotions, I 

therefore give little credit to viuonary dreads ^ not 

because I do not believe, that God has sometimes 

taken this method to manliest his will, but because I 

think, that he has employed this kind of miracle in* 

&your of some extraordinary men only ; as it may 

• 
appear in the folbwing historical instances ; viz* The 
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fiimiliar demon of Socrates ; the nymphs of Numa ; 
the prediction made to Cesar ; the spectre, whkh ap- 
peared to Brutus in the Phillippian fields. ' 

But whether it proceeded from a disordered imag* 
inadon, or from a prophetic revelation, I was visited 
l^ a dream or vision, I cannot determine which ; its 
singularity kq)t me awake the rest of the night, but 
what astonished me more was to see subsequent events. 
conform to it 

Did I sleep, was I awake ? That I cannot deter* 
mine* Be it as it may, I had hardly entered my bed, 
when I fancied myself on board a large vessel, whose 
deck was covered with passengei^. They were of both 
sexes, and of all ages and conditions. Constemationi 
and anxiety were depicted on their countenances. I 
saw some women, who, trembling and alarmed, con- 
cealed 4ke heads of their in&nt children in their 
bosoms. I approached an old man, whose physiogno- 
my, aHke calm and serene, commanded attention and 
respect. I inquired of him the cause of this prevailing 
s^tadon, which I marked around me. He looked 
at me with astxKushment ; this question, said he, con- 
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▼inces me, that you are a stranger, and that you never 
were on board before. Look around you, and you will 
easily discover the universal anxiety. I observed at 
first the sky, it was covered with clouds, whose centre 
was black, and near the edge they resembled brass, 
and overspread almost the whole horizon. At a dis- 
tance, I discovered a strip of the blue sky, but the 
cahn was very distant from us, and the tempest over 
our heads. Casting my eyes on the sea, which sur- 
rounded us, its agitated waves seemed to me to be 
streaked with blood, and to toss about mangled huxnan 
limbs. This sight made me shudder. What frightens 
you, said the old man^ is only a prelude of what 
threatens us, if the tftnpest does not subside. Read 
our destiny on the j^ysiognomy of the pilot and sailors. 
I lifted my eyes and turned them towards the helm. 
A man of a middling stature tested his right hand on 
it, and his left was armed Vith a bloody dagger, with 
which he kept off ten or twelve men, who wished to 
steer the vessel. His features were low and contract- 
ed by ridiculous frightful contortions ; his squalid 
countenance was here and there sprinkled with bloody 
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and I heard him speak of a general massacre to save 
the vessel. The sailors answered his voice with loud 
clamotirs. 

MeanwhHe a rumbling noise announced the near 
aj^roach of the tempest ; the clouds hieaped en- each 
other hung over our heads like huge moimtains, and 
were furrowed by successive flashes of lightning ; the 
vessel, yielding to the agitation of the sea, rose on the 
top of the surging IhIIows; and plunged again to the 
bottom of the abyss. The shrill whistling of the wind 
was drowned in loud peals of thunder ; our vessel 
cracked horridly, the boding waves dashed furiously 
over ity and what was worse than tiiat, the sanguinary 
damours of the pilot, and thelrodous applause of 
the crew, completed the confusion. All of a sudden, 
this vile horde assailed 'us with drawn knives, and, 
without distinction, inhumanly stabbed old men, wo- 
men, and children, and consigned to the deep their 
yet convulsed limbs. The tempest increased, the 
thunders roared incesssbitly, and yet this was the least 
of our concern. Death \vas seated among us, and 
surrounded by its victims* Oh ! desolation, Oh 5 
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Irightfiil image. I have seen on the deck of our agi- 
tated vessel rivers of ^lood, in ivhich floated the 
mangled heads and detruncated bodies of my fellow- 
creatui'es. But among those desolating scenes, I had 
the coMolation to witness traits cS the most heroic 
virtue i a Astracted and frantic vkgin east herself on 
tiie body of her lover, and vndi open arms offered her 
chaste bosom to the rage ef the butchers. These 
savages plunged their daggers into it, and at one thrust 
pierced two hearts united by the ties of love. A 
tender wife plunged into the vast ocean to die in the 
emkMrace of her murdered huaband, and they closed in 
a GommoD death tiiis struggle of conjugal affection. 
A &ther offered hiivself under the nainfe^ of \a& s(m> 
to the knife of the assassins, and enjoyed the melan- 
choly consolation of saving what he valued W>re than 
his own life. And thus among the monstrosities of 
nature, providence bad displayed impressive and 
moving examples of the most exalted virtues. 

Throu^ the most mir?xulous intervention of God, 
I had escaped the daggers of the assassins, but more 
than once they had surrounded me, . and brandished 
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their bloody Weapcms o?cr my head. But) as if they 
had beheld on my fordiead a supernatural stamp, they 
had each tim€ retreated, uttering the most blasphe- 
mous imprecations. 

The more the tempest increased, the more the 
furious pilot and his satelites accomplished the work 
of destruction. Ail at once, the tempest was hushed, 
and a deep silence hovered over the vessel, when a 
vivid flasAi of lightning struck our devoted ship ; the 
pilot wishes to escape, but perishes in the attempt ; 
raost of the sailors seek refuge in the sea. My fright, 
at this moment, restored me to my senses, I found 
myself covered with an luuversal perspiration. My 
hair stood oi^nd, my pulse throbbed in quick succes- 
sion, and I awoke in one of the cells of the Temple. 

I was ^Ited in ; the next day, a municipal officer 
whom I had not before see^i, called for me, and con- 
ducted me near the prisoners 4 as we ascended the 
stall's, he took hold of my hand, and squeezed it very 
significantly. Yet I was afraid oE some deception, and 
looked at him with surprise. Assure their msLJesdes, 
said he to me, that there are still liearts, which sym» 



I g2 '^^^ MAGDALEN 

pathize with 'them. But added he ui a Ibw voice; 
they do not confine their attachment to empty profes- 
sions aoif* He had not time to say more before we 
entered the king's room. 

Louis saw.me tgain vith pleasure, as he was alone 
with Clfiry, he hnprov^ ttie absence of the queen to 
present me nikh the act of abdicaticm, which Manuel 
had requested. You see, said this unfortunate mon^ 
arch to me, what sacrifices I make to public tran- 
quillity. I shall not regret the crown, if the nation is 
happy. However you must exercise the greatest 
circumspection in making use of this paper, which I 
would not confide to any one except yourself, or M. 
de Malesherbes. I^Iany ambitious men wear the mask 
of patriotism ; study countenances, said study to serve 
both youf country and your king. ^ 

Although this act of abdication<:ould not be brought 
into operation, at least without the conditions annexed 
to it, yet I have scrupulously preserved it, as a pre- 
cious historical document, and as a monument of the 
upright intentions of Louis for the happiness of the 
whole. I give it here. 
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ABDICATION OF LOUIS XVI. 

(Voucher, No. 2.) * 

'< Louis XVI. of the name, kmg of France^ lo the 
people of the kingdom, to ttie kiftgi of Europe, and 
to posterity, declares, that desirous of secunng, in a 
solid and durable manner, general tranquility too long 
disturbed by the spirit of faction, and to deprive all 
parties of the pretended right of claiming or perse* 
cuting his person, he has, by these presents prepar* 
ed of his o^vm free will and accord, made abdication of 
his hereditary and acquired right to the crown of 
France, as well as of its prerogatives ; under the spe- 
cial conditions ; f st. that a council of regency, nomi- 
nated by him, and approved l^ the national assembly, 
shall exercise the administration of the supreme exe- 
cutive power, until the legal age of Louis Charles, his 
son, prince royal ; 2d. that his personal establishment 
shall be honourably provided for, as well as that of the 
I queen, his consort, that of Maria Theresa his daugh- 
; ter, that of Madame Elizabeth his sister,* and that of 
i the other individuals of the royal &mily $ 3d. that the 
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said council of regency shall consult him upon the 
great measures of the administration) until peace is 
made, and that, he Vill use his influence with foreign 
powers to effect it. He also declares the present 
act of abdication null and of no effect, if the conditions 
herein contained are not fuHy complied with. 
« Done at Farisi Sefitember Qth. 1792. 

» Louis." 

I had hardly done reading this paper^ when the 
queen entered, accompanied by prince Charles and the 
princesses. After an exchange of caresses,^ break- 
fast was served, and their Majesties insisted on my 
sharing it with them. Clery appeared to serve 4lieia 
with much zeal. Two municipal commissioners, one 
of whom was the same, who had spoken to me, when I 
ascended the king's stairs, were present during that 
meaL When it was ended, they retired* Antcnnetle 
then resumed the conversation of the preceding day, 
and imparted to the king her ideas and hopes in the 
fpllowing terms. 

^^ You have just seen, in the youngest of those mu- 
nicipal officers, a person, on whom we have the great- 
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est fight to rely ; he is, at the sanie time, the centre 
soul, and organ, and I mightadd, author of my project ; 
at least he is the man» who has made m^ resolve to 
attempt it. 

" On the latter part of,August^when I was sadly 
seated near the grated window of my apartment, I was 
indulging the most melancholy thoughts, the most 
killing reflections. I was reproaching fate for having 
given ine birth near one throne, placed me on an- 
other, and finally destined me to perish in a dungeon," 
as I raised my eyes bathed in tears towards heaven, I 
met those of the commissioner appointed to guard me. 
Dij&rent from his rude colleagues, he was standing, 
and seemed pesett*ated with grief and respect. I have 
seldom observed more expresMve^ looks than his were., 
his honest and ardent soul was depicted in them. He 
did not speak, but how eloquent was his silence I I 
ventured to interpret it ; by a language, which was 
more energetic, as it was dumb, I gave courage to his 
timidity. I relate to you these details without conceals 
ing any tiling, and I have been ^stonishpd at the re*- 
Qollection of this scene. If I believe my reflections 
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and appearances, pity was not the only &entimeiit> 
which interested him i]\iny misfortunes. He is at 
the happy period of life, when each movement is an 
emotion of the soul, and when passion gives even to 
virtueits warmth and glow. In an heroic soul, the sight 
of a queen in a dungeon must have caused a deep agi- 
tation, at the same time that the view of a woman 
in tears moved his tender heart. But of.ihese two 
affections, that which was better suited to the respect> 
which it inspired, dared alone manifest itself. The 
daughter of Maria Theresa nught with propriety re- 
ceive a service as a^ homage, proofs of devotedness as 
a duty, without being obliged to reciprocate such sen- 
* timents, without being put to the blu^h. 

^f Toulan, the municipal officer, continyed to gaze 
on me with a veneration mingled with tenderness. I 
soon observed an alteration in his countenance, he 
raised towards heaven his sorrowful eyes, then lower- 
ing them gradually,, surveyed me again, and shed 
tears ; at that instant, I involuntfU'iiy arose partly from 
my seat, and extended myhandtowaixls him. Without 
leaving liis place, he kneeled down, and laid his hand 



on his heart, and immediately made me a sign to be 
silent. This scene was hardly closed, when his col- 
league entered to supply hitf place. I went to indulge 
the reflections, which tliis interview had suggested. 

^ The same evening at supper, Toulan placpdltimr 
self opposite to nte, and kept his eye on me, but with 
such an air of indifference, that none except myself 

could remark it Mama, said the youn^ prince, I took 

notice of it....And you said nothing to me about it ? 

You have taught me to be discreet Receive the re- 
ward for the past, and an encouragement for the future, 
said the king, as he kissed his son. 

^ But when dessert wafS served, continued Antoinette, 
Toulan's eyes betraying uneasiness alarmed me, I 
grew cautious, and observed him better to understand 
their meaning. A basket of peaches was presented, and 
you, Sire,took the first.' As you prepared to-cut it with 
your knife, I saw Toulan grow pale, and ready to faint 
as he leaned against the side board» and I observed, 
that he mustered all his resolution to give me a sign 
of his despair by a gesture. Without undei*standing 
n2 
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him fully, I guessed enough to extricate us from the 
threatening danger. I joked yoi) on your selfishness 
for taking to yourself the finest fruit, you very eagerly- 
offered me one half of it. When poor Toulan saw* 
the peach stone on my plate, he recovered his colour, 
and his strength ; he smiled, as if to deride himself 
for his fcarsif and gave me plainly to understand, that 
the peach stone cohered an enigma. I slipped it tm 
my lap, and having taken it in my handkerchief, % 
put It m my pocket. 

" When I went down, I shut myself up, and eager- 
ly opened the peach stone, which would have cost 
Toulan very dear> had any bilt myself opened it.^ I 
found in it this bilkt, which you behold, in a very 
small hand, and on very fine paper.'* ^ v 

First billet of Toulan to tl^queen, 
(VotJCHER, No. 4.) 4§. 

Note. This paper was found among those pre- 
served in the pocket book of Maria Antomette ; we 
shall find out hereafter, that slie gave it herself to 
aW>6 Fenpont. ^ 
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<^ Madame, 

" If your majesty has condescended to observe my 
I6(^ she must have read in them, besides the tender- 
est veneration for her misfortunes, my ardent desire 
to terminate them. Without having all the requisite 
means, I possess, at least, those of allev^tiny your 
trouble. 

/* The blood, which the usurpers have just lavished, 
has agonisM all hearts, but they will soon palpitate 
again. People will compare epochs ^ they will regret 
the calm, and the transition is but short from the re- 
grets to a desire of exhausting their source. 

^ Provided then, that the king^and your majesty 
give up eveig^ idea* of revenge, all minds wDl be sub- 
dued, all hearts reMpred to you. 

** This is the proa of my project. With regard to 
its object, it is two fold ; its first aim is to liberate you 
from your captivity, and the second ^o reinstate you* 
It will then depend 09 the king to provide for the se- 
curity of hb person, and that of his government, as 
well as for the liberty of his people. 
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" As ta my means, allow ipe, madame, to improve 
some other opportunity to submit them to you. May 
your majesty rest assured, that they are worthy of the 
design, and very possible and practicable. I hope you 
vi^ill pardon me, if I employ for your future instruc- 
tion obscure conveyances. Those at present we the 
safest, and the best calculated to improve the fidelity 

of her faithful '' 

(Signed) . X. 

" What a fermentation this letter exfcited in my 
fiery imagination ! I cannot ascertain what sentiment 
was predominant In my soul ; whether my gratitude 
for Toulan, or the anticipation of obtaining a complete 
triumph over my enemies, and the foretaste of our lib- 
erty restored, engrossed it most. I will confess it, 
amidst these soothing delusions of approaching happl- 
ness, my heart enjoyed the pleasure of the possibility 
of complete revenge. I vowed to repay generously 
the torments inflicted upon us by our persecutors. 
But this overboiling of hatred was short ; I thought I 
heard the sweet and soft accents of my tender and un- 
fortunate friend supplicating a pardon for her murder- 
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ere i I .jrielded to the vanquishing sounds, and leaving 
to justice the care of discriminating between errors 
and crimes, I no longer wished to allow revenge to 
stain oup victory with blood." 

^< Ah ! sister, exclaimed Madame Elizabeth, as she 
rose and embraced the queen, how noble and how 
worthy of you are such sentiments ! You never ap- 
peared so great to me on the throne, amidst a brilliant 
court admiring your powerful charms, as you now do 
in this sad mansion. It is benevolence, sister, which 
brings man nearer Deity ; kings become its image, 
when like the merciful master of the universe, they 
know Ifow to forgive. Tears of joy ran down the 
cheeks of the virtuous Elizabeth, young Maria Theresa 
Jiad her arm round her mother's neck, while young 
Charles bathed with }fk tears, and covered with kisses 
the hands of his aunt. Louis as he enjoyed this scene 
addressing himself to Clery and to me, exclaimed, 

with a moving nairvetS^ What have I lost then, since I 

t' ■ 

i*emain in possession of these treasures ?" 

" I saw no more of Toulan for some days, continued 
Antoinette. When his duty recalled him to the tem- 
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pie, and when he saw mc he blushed ; 1 soon thoughts 
that considering our former understanding, it was nfe- 
cessary to embolden him by an obliging familiarity. 
Therefore I spoke to him first, but at a loss how to 
shape my conversation, add not thinking it safe to in- 
quire concerning his health, I thought I would ask 
something respecting his wife. The municipal offi- 
cer, who accompanied Toulan, was very much aston- 
ished. The latter answered me with hesitation, that 
he was not married, but, that if he had mentioned 
any sick woman, to whom he was attached, it must 
have been his cousin ; you may judge that I fejl in 
with him. She was very grateful for the hoftour you 
have done her, madame, continued Toulan, and felt 
well enough to execute the commissioti, which you * 
had intrusted to me, and for which, I must confess, I 
was not so well calculated ; there is the result, added 
he, taking from his pocket a small oval box, which he 
opened, and in which were contained six little spools 
wound with silk ; then presenting it to his colleague, 
I believe, said he, we can safely hand it to the lady j 
these threads are too slender to lead her out of the 
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labyrinth ; ar, replied I, "with resentment, offended as 
I was at the comparison, although I fear[the Minotaur, 
I ivould have you belie\« that I am not Ariadne. He 
ixed his eyes on me, and seemed to express, that I 
met with more than one Theseus* His municipal 
•colleague, a stone cutter by trade, and who had not 
comprehended a word of the "conversation, took the 
balls in his hand, felt of the silk with his rough fingersy 
and presented them to me after satisfying himself that* 
they were not suspicious. 

" Had I believed my presentiment, or my wishes, I 
should have concluded, that as Toulan had brought 
them without my request, they must cover some new 
Gommuhication. I could not gratify my curiosity and 
relieve my anxiety before night. I eagerly ijnwound 
the first spool, but could not find a scrap of paper un- 
der the silk ; I tried the next; and was again disap- 
pointed ; I began to feel angry, and having found 
nothing under the third, I flew into a violent passion ; 
I thought I was imposed upon by a hypocrite, and re- 
pented, that I had permitted him to espouse *our 
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cause ; I believe tliat I even cried for spite. I went 
to bed in that frame of mind. 

" As under my present feelings I could not sleep, I 
indulged my reflections^ they were varied as it is usual, 
when we are much agitated. My imagination having 
wandered through a vague maze of discordant ideas, • 
£^ thought darted across my mind like a flash of light- 
ning ; it dazzled me, and having dwelt on it, I deter* 
'mined without delay to ascertain, whether my instinct 
had misled me. 

« I started out of bed ; by the light of a nurse lamp 
I examined the spools I had unwound. I handled 
them a thousand times, and accidentally pulled the end 
of one of them, the upper and under part slid over 
each other like a pincase, and I discovered, that a pa* 

per adhered closely to the sides. My embarrassment 

« 

increased, I could only rea^ broken parts of sentences; 
the Owher spools .must, no doubt, contain the full sense, 
ssdd I to myself ; I Examined them, and found as 
many broken parts of the billet." I sorted them with 
some trouhl6> and at last made out the following 
>vords." 
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Second letter of Toulati. 
(Voucher, No. 5.) 
<* Courage must be your watchword, as fidelity is 
my motto. Things succeed beyond my expectations. 
Sixteen presidents of sections, thirty three command- 
ing officers, and more than one hundred orators are 
for us. So much for Paris, without mentioning ac- 
cessaries in their power, and which can agitate the 
whole mob in less than three hours. Twenty eight 
influential deputies, a majority of those not much 
known, but who can vote, some of the chiefs in each 
branch of the ministry, twelve members of the com* 
munes ; such are now the resources, which we can 
depend upon. We shall, no doubt, meet with obsta- 
cles, but we possess means ; a subscription opened to 
accomplish oAir views, fills a pace. The trustees an- 
nounce already several millions ; what is astomslungy 
many of the subscribers are decided jacobins > God 
be praised, there are honest nien of all principles. If 
your Majesty honours ffle with an answer, and conde- 
scends to give me her orders, she will improve the 

same means which I have." * 

6 
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I cut a sheet of paper in small shreds, on which I 
^v^ote : 

"THE QUEEN'S BILLET TO TOULAN/' 
(Voucher, No. 6.) 

*< We express badly what we feel so sensibly. I 
heartily approve what has been done, ^nd what re- 
mains to be done ; should the project ^, the bare 
attempt is a reward ; should it succeed, I reserve to 
myself to present a reward worthy of the service. 
Farewell, fidelity may depend on courage. 

" The next day I returned to Toulan the empty 
spools, with directions to have them filled again ; that 
was on the 5th. of the month, and I have not seen him 
since. 

« In order to understand how difficult the manage- 
ment of this intrigue, which appeared simple, was for 
him, who had undertaken it, and how interesting it 
was for me, it is necessary to remark, th^it it liappened 
between the SOth.of August and the 4th. of September, 
that is, during the most tumultuous times, and while 
the reign of crimes threateoed us with every kind of 
4anger« 
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" Now, sire, what will you determine upon ? It 
must depend upon a slight examinatibn of the state 
of things. 

" It is demoni^jtrated, that of the two factions, which 
have overwhelmed France, that of anarchy, which has 
swept the throne by floods of blood, will perpetuate 
its empire by terror and pillage, which mark its course. • 
I know not whether its last result will be to give us 
up to the fury of a hired mob, but it is evident at least, 
that it has condemned us to drag the remainder of 
our days in captivity and humiliation. 

** With regard to the republican party, I am willing 
to allow, that it is partly composed of virtuous and 
feeling men ; but they will not extend their sensibility 
to a fiimily once on the throne. Their opinion has 
been to erect a free government upon the ruins of 
yours ; it is their interest to consolidate their plan. 
They will be sensibie, that to give it full effect, they 
must keep us in abject dependance. Thus on one 
side, we must fear a perpetual captivity ; on the other» 
a suggestion still worse than that. It is true that a 
small factbn, detached from tbftt of the interest of the 
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rest, makes you at present proposals for an accommo- 
dation. But what light have they to do it ? -Wha* 
power to suppon their doings ? Where is the guar- 
antee for the execution of their promises ? And what 
is finally their proposed plan ^ An infamous capitu- 
lation, the responsibility of wliich rests on us in the 
eyes of Europe, of posterity, of our son. Perhaps it 
may be said, we were deprived of liberty, when we 
sanctioned it ; the excuse of deceit or weakness. iBolts 
cannot confine the soul ; and a free, generous, and 
proud will can break asunder the heaviest fetters. Is 
there no other road to escape wretchedness but that 
of ignominy ? Some hearts unite in our cause ; faith- 
ful subjects arm themselves, if the standard of crime 
is displayed, virtue is about to wave her banner, and 
we will try the force of the former. But no, the chiefe 
of anarchy and pillage have no force, nor resources of 
their own. Are those statesmen, whose sole resources 
are daggers ? Since they reign by terror, they will 
easily be frightened ; deprive them of the power of 
afifiassinatiog, you deprive them of their genius. The 
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sceptrC) which speaks in ^e name of the laws, is 
more powerful than the sharpened poignards of crime." 
Atthis speech, which the queen pronounced with 
vehemence, the king appeared to hesitate, but could 
not come to a decision. Antoinette, at that instant 
taking her son in her arms, presented him to Louis. 
The queen, said she, no longer advises you, the mother 
entreats you. Will you consent to see this precious 
shoot of a long and illustrious race sicken and languish 
in the obscurity of a dungeon ? If you choose to yield 
your crown to public tranquillity, have you a right to * ' 
immolate this child ? O 1 my son, under what fatal ' 
star hast thou received thy breath, if the executioners 
©f thy family ai^ not thy worst enemies ? See his 
tears, added the queen, falling on her knees with her 
son before the king ; read in them his tender affec* 
tion, and learn your duty. If you have the bowels of 
a father, can you doom this royal prince to become a 
subject ; a subject ! Ah ! unfortunate fruit of a mis- 
erable Hymen ! What would become of thee should 
the regicide axe, suspended over our devoted heads^ 
separate us from thee for evjer ! Perhaps, once in 
o2 
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the power of our murderers, thou, to obtain a moraei 
of bread, wouldst be condemned to kiss the hands . 
stained witli our blood ! Perhaps, the son of empe- 
rors and kings would perish miserably as a poor brute 
on a dunghill \ 

This horrid perspective, too much realized in the 
sequel, this lacerating image, delineated by a frantic 
mother, excited our tears. Those of the amiable 
Elizabeth flowed spontaneously ; she cast her pious 
looks towards heaven, entreating God to avert tlie 
dreadful fete so pathetically prophesied by the queen. 
The unfortunate family mingled their bitter sorrows^ 
and sought consolation in caresses, interrupted by 
sobs, Louis XVI. consented to wait the effects of 
Toulan's efforts, and to defer giving Manuel an 
answer. 

But in order to stimulate the former, and to coun- 
teract the suspicions of the latter, I was intrusted 
with a negotiation with both. I was to keep a faith- 
ful record of theu' projects, their actions, and conver- 
sations ; so that, if pos^ble, they might hereafter be 
reconciled. In iact^ their principal design being the 
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same^ and only difTering in means, there was reason 
to think, that by some slight mutual concessions, they 
could be made to act in concert, which would, at once, 
deprive the demagogues of seyeral important names, 
on which they plumed themselves; and thereby se* 
cure to the side of the royal captives, virtue, which 
alone can form chiefs, and talents, which make prose- 
lytes, fame, which dazzles the vulgar, money, which 
seduces them, and force, which keeps them in sub- 
jecticHi. 

Their Majesties closed tlieir instructions^ the king 
by ^ving me a letter for the assembly in the street oi 
the Dry-Tree, and the queen by intrusting me with 
one for Toulan. I had delivered to Clery the guineas 
sent by lady Sutherland to the royal family. Madame 
Elizabeth desired to thank her individually, and in- 
trusted me with her billet. Louis, the princesses, and 
the children, and especially the lovely Charles, en- 
treated me to come often ; Antoinette, with that grace, 
which wins the heart, said to me, M. de Ferment, 
since you entered this dreary tower,^ we have expe- , 
rienced, that the presence of virtue is the sweetest 
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consolation of misfortune. Madame Elizabeth and 
the king condescended to squeeze ray hand. I left 
the Templei deeply moved and impressed with the 
goodness of the royal family, and an absolute devoted- 
Bess to serve them fidthfully. 



FOURTH night; 



FITZ-ASLAND, my pupil, said abW tie Fer- 
mont, as he commenced ihe recital of the fourth 
night, has nothing of that phlegmatic disposition at- 
tiibuted to our countrymen. If you feel interested 
in the history of the misfortimes, which I relate to 
you, and Avish to hear it all, you will be obliged to be- 
come acquainted with him ; he bore, as you will see, 
an important part in those memoirs, though not much 
known. You will inquire of yourself, when you as- 
sociate with this young man, how it was possible for 
him, with his volatile disposition and gay habits, to 
carry on for any length of time serious intiigues, in 
which the lives of men and the destiny of a throne 
were involved ? And perhaps you may answer your- 
self, as I hare, that a man with a feeling soul is capable 
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of the greatest actions. Extreme sensibili^} and^ at 
the same time, extreme petulance are the grounds, on 
which the character of my pupil ought to be delineat- 
ed. When he saw me, after I had left the Temple, 
his first question was, is the queen as beautiful abd 
commanding as ever ? Is Madame Elizabeth deprived 
of that fresh embonfioint so much admired, no d(Mibt> 
because she is a princess, but which I, who eyed her 
as a woman, did not much fancy ? And young Mad- 
ame^ oh! my dear papa, how handsome she was* 
Has the shade faded this beautiful rose bud ? Edwin, 
* answei^d I, you are a heedless fellow, I would even 
say more, did I not fear to mortify you too much. 
How is it possible, when I have just been contemplat- 
ing the most unfortunate and the most august person- 
ages, that you carelessly inquire about their freshness, 
their beauty ? Arc there none but women among the 
prisoners of the Temple ? I^uis XVI. the first 
monarch in the world, his son, the heir of the most 
brilliant crown, languishing and dying imder chains 
and bolts, are not those objects worthy your recollec- 
tion ? Good God, exclaimed Fitz-Asland, how gloomy 
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that towpr mn^i be, since you are even more sad than 
when pu escaped from the massacres, which were 
nOft r&ry diverting. I do not forget the good papa 
king, nor hk little dauphin, one of the finest children. 
I have ever seen ; but after all they are of my own 
sex, and politeness requires, that I should first inquire 
about the ladies. Come you have not answered con- 
ceming them ; only two words about young Madame. 
After that nonsense my pupil went on, and kissed me 
to obtain the recital of my interview. I gave him that 
account, but with prudence, and told him what I had 
seen, but not what had been confided to me. Edwin, 
wept and laughed at the same time ; was incensed at 
the cruelty of the executioners, and did not much ad- 
mire the coui'age of the victims, not that he was in- 
capable to appreciate it, but because he himself pos-^ 
sessed it. 

When I had done, let us speak seriously, said he 
to me ; it is not so important to bemoan the nwsfor- 
tunes of the royal Family, as to endeavour to afford 
them relief. That I know was the principle, which 
guided you, I am determined to adopt it, and to shew 
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myself ^TOrthy of being your pupil. I am young and 
rather heedless, I o\vn it, so much the better, my 
actions will not be so closely criticised. I shall not 
be noticed, and can become useful with impunity. 
Obtsdn for me permission to accompany you to the 
Ten^le, the first time you go there again. Perhaps 
you will not repent, perhaps even others, besides 
yourself, will be obliged to me for this attempt. My 
dear papa, let us trust something to chance ; it regu* 

lates one half of events When I heard my beardless 

boy speak so wisely, I promised him to mention his 
intentions to the king and the royal family. But 
Manuel's consent was indispensable. 

The name of this magistrate recals to mind the 
conspiracy, which he had organized ; I saw him the 
next day, and mentioned to him the king's reluctance 
to sanction the project submitted to him j after all 
added I, I am the bearer of a letter, which his majesty 
addressed to your Mends ; let us go, and see thenii 
they mil take it under consideration, and aftenvards 
deliberate. 



We vent to the Dry-Tree, where we met but two 
t>f the conspirators, Ducos and Vergniaud. A short 
cm:ular, conveyed to the rest by the deaf and dumb 
messenger, brought them cm in less than an hour. 
Here follows the letter of Louis XVI. it was directed 
to Mr. Malesherbes. - 

LETTER OP I,OUIS XVI. TO MR. MALESHERBES. 

(Voucher No. 7.) 

^ I shall first, gentlemen, thank you fdv the inter* 
est, which you manifest in behalf of the state, and in 
behalf of my perscm. Amid public crimes and ca^* 
lamities, it is grateful to my soul, still to find French 
hearts. Your glory will be wrirthy of ctivy, if you 
save the kingdom frbm threatferiing dangers; and 
whatever may be your destiny, it must excite admira- 
tion. 

. ^ I have maturely conadered th^ proposals, ;which 
you have made me through Mr. ManueL I have 
since consulted niy family on the subject, as well as 
Mr. de Fermont, who is worthy of your confidence. 
IP 



I will impart} gentlemen, the reflections, tawhich they 
gave rise. 

*^ I take pleasure in believing, and am even per- 
suaded, that public good is the moUve of your actions, 
but as yet nothmg makes me certain of it ; nothii^ 
will secure me for time to come. You have on^at* 
ed, and wish to accomplish by your own authority, the 
plan, which you have communicated to me. What 
4>ther power have you but your good wiH ? If I have 
acknowledged the national sovereignty, wh^i I ac- 
cepted and put in execution the constitution, can I 
yield to yotu* invitations, which oppose and overthrow 
it? . 

^ You xaay observe, that in tumultuous times, peo^ 
pie cannot regulate themselves by ordinary maxims, 
tiuit the pilot, who saves the vessel, no matter by what 
means, is praiseworthy. I admit the principle, but 
must confine it to absolute and demonstrated neces« 
dty. 

" Now let me ask you whether the manoeuvre^ 
ivhioh you propose to ^ve the vessel of state, i$» I 



shall not say, the only practicable method^ but one of 
the best, one of the least exceptionable ? I do not be^ 
lieve it is, if I must speak my sentioient. I fear that 
the degradation, to which you subject mc and my 
femily, will produce a series of efils, no ways inferior 
to those, which you wish to remedy. 

w Were my person alone interested, I should hardly 
mention it. I never was dazzled by the brilliancy of 
the crown ; I even found it irksome, as sooa as I was 
deprived of the power of doing good ; I must there* 
fore be bielieved, When I assert, that my personal fate 
is the least of my inquietude. 

'' But will France, which so many ages of aSectioh, 
or, if you prefer it, of habit, have attached to the blood 
of St. Louis ; will Europe, accustomed to place the 
kings of France in the first rank of its monarchs, hear 
of my abdication with indifferenice ? Can it be con- 
cealed, that I was a prisoner, and to speak frankly, 
that I was your prisoner, when I signed it ! Besides, 
although I do justice to the political principles, which 
> bu manifest, are you not apprehensive, that the little 
consideration, which you shew to the prince royal, 
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will nun his authority ? Beli^Te^ me^ gentlemen, con- 
suh en this subject Mr. de'Malesherbes, to whom I 
address this letter. The more effect and latitude you 
give to the executive power, the more independent 
you make it ; the lietter will the state be governed, 
provided nevertheless that it is governed according to 
the constitution and the laws,. 

•^ Reflect, gentlemen^ on my doubts and objecticms« 
and .attribute them entirely to the desire of seeing or« 
der firmly reestablished ; when you shall have found 
meam to remove them, I shatf deliberate on your pro^ 
posak with pleasure ; but the sight of misfortunes and 
bolts, will in no case influence me to betray my cour 
science and my duty.*' 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

Done in the small tower qfthe Temfdcy 
Se/i(ember Sth. 1792. 

This letter made a deep impression upon the as- 
sembly, not so much on account of its principles, as 
on account of the firmness of mind, which it seemed 
to display. I was myself astonished, that Louis XVI. 
had written it. To prevent myself from imputmg it . 
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to the queen, I was obtiged to recollect the tnodera- 
txm of the style, that in general the king had always 
preserved some consistency in all his conversatSons, 
and had betrayed weakness in bis actions only. 

Vet^maud was about to <fiscuss tbis letter of Louis, 
when a packet was handed to Petion, and turned their 
attention upon a different subject. One of the com*' 
misuonersy sent by the communes to the canfkp of 
Qrand-^trSj wrote to the mayor of Parji, that the pro* 
gress of the Prussians was as rapid as alarming ; that 
they however had experienced a check at {he foot of 
Biam in the defiles of Argonne, but that their ra^. 
advance in Champagne, on the other hand, led them 
£rectly to Paris, and threatened the capital. The 
commissioner entreated M. Petion to communicate 
this intelligence to the national assemUy, to the execu- 
dve council, and to the communes, that they might 
adopt measures to avert from Paris the misfortunes of 
a fordgn war, which would be the more intolerable, 
as a civil war must inevitably ensue. 

Banger is the touchstone of the soul. It was up<» 
this occasion, that i bad an opportonity to ascertain the 
p2 
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greatness of the men^ whosunounded me. Far firom 
beii^ dismayed by this planning newS) it seemed to 
hav^ insfored them with a new degree of energy. The 
meedng was adjoumed, and the company separated. 
Vergniaud hastened to the national rostrum to elec* 
trify the representatives with the flashes of his elo- 
quence ; Pedon hurried to the communes^ where sc»ne 
days since he had lost his influence ; Roland met the 
executive council) and lefl: M. de Malesherbes> Man- 
uel) and myself alone. 

Let our colles^ues, said Manuel, employ the re- 
sources) which their authority or talents may offer 
them, and let us attempt to make use of those offered 
us by circumstances. I thmk them superior to all 
others, if we rightly improve them. M. de Ferment 
and myself will go to the Tem^de ; we shall inform 
the kin^ of what we have heard, we shall in a 
lively maimer represent to him the; dangers of the 
country, those which surround him, and conjure him to 
avert them by adopting our project, and procuring its 
adoption by the king of Prussia. What do you think ? 
M. de Malesherbes would have thought differently, and 
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I should have been of a different opinion, had we had 
dmeto deliberate coolly. But under the pressure of 
circumstances, the most prompt remedy was the best, 
I agreed to Manuel's proposal 'and we went to the 
Temple. 

You have already observed, that the invariable cusr 
torn of Louis XVI. was never to deliberate, or decide 
on auy thing without the presence of the queen. She 
remained mth the king to hear our communication. 
As Manuel disclosed theintelligence, the queen's coun* 
tenance, which always was severe and stem, brightened 
and beamed with joy, and the lofty smile of pride wad 
seated on her lips. Oh ! exiclsumed she, when Man- 
uel ceased to speak, I breathe at last ! Tremble camii- 
bals, Europe is raised, the fetters, with which you 
bound us, will bind you next. Madamke, interrupted 
Manuel, those more than indiscreet words are not dan* 
gerous in my presence, but remember, that you are 
stiH a priscmer^ and that your destiny is in the hands 
of those whom you dare. Sir, replied the queen, rath- 
er say, that theirs is in our hands. We never were 
more secure, let them pluck a hair from our heads. 



Paris will answer for the audacity. Madame^ said I 
to her, let notyoui* mouth utter sei^tiinents, which are 
not in your heart, but rather recal those, which you 
can 90 eloquently express. Unite with us for the 
honour and preservation of the king, for the safety of 
your Son, for your oAvn, Madame. Detennine his 
majesty to open a negodation, with the king of Prussia, 
&vourable to France. You ceased to be an Austrian, 
when you became queen of France ; you are the 
s^use of her sovereign, and he may yet reign over 
her. But, above all, remember you are a mother, and, 
if my voice has no influence over you, let me borrow 
that of your amiable child to find the way to your 
heart 

Ah ! M. de Fermont, said Antoinette, as she stifled 
a dgh, how much ascendency you possess over me I 
how suigry I am with myself for my &cility. Well, 
sire, continued she, addressing the king, convince the 
rebels of their black ingratitude, and of the excess of 
your goodness ; write to the king of Prussia, since 
it is so determined, procure for your ezecutipnera an 
impunity, whkh they will requite by nefarious at- 



tempts. No natter) said the king, I shall have done 
my duty. I am as much a Frenchman as a monarch, 
and under each capacity, I ought do all in my power to 
rid my country of its enemies. Louis entered his 
closet, and wrote the following letter, of which I pre- 
served a copy* > - 

l^TTER OF LOmS XVI. TO THE KING OP PBUS§Ii^. 
(Voucher No. 8.) 
<< It is with the deepest grief^ cousin^ that I learn 
the entry of your majesty into the kingdom of France^ 
and the triumphs da^y obtained by your ar^lies over, 
those of the French. The injustice, to which I am 
sacrificed, has not obliterated my love of country ; I 
tenderly love that country, and see with deep sorrowi 
that you treat it as an enemy. If it is my quarrel, 
which you have espoused, I thank you, and am gi^te- 
ful for it. But, cousdn, I must tell your majesty^ that 
I have not requested that service. Whether I am 
sacrificed by factions, or dethroned by common con- 
sent, that is my own concern. In the first supposition, 
I shall die a martyr. Heavts truly French will weep 
for my destinies, allowing that they do not unite to save 



156 '^^'^ UAODALfiN 

xne, a hope, wiiich I cherish. In the second suppo- 
sition, have you a right to prescribe laws to a fi^reign 
nation? Ought you to shew more zealj than I shew 
regrets, if I choose to submit ? 

^ The fi'ank and open manner, with which I address 
your majesty, will convince you, that, although a pris- 
oner, I stiH retain the liberty of my soul. I make use 
of it to conjure you to remove your trhimphant armies 
ieoia the French territory. There are tbiDg^ which 
' tcannot confide to paper, too ofien exposed, tet the 
|)er8bn, who w^ hand you this despatch^ is charged to 
inform you of my private intentions. Since^^your inaj- 
fcsty has taken poaseBsbn of the city of Verdun in my 
name, I expect from your devotedness, that you will 
fulfil the object nearest ihy heart by using your power- 
ful influence, with his majesty, the emperour, to put 
an end to a disastrous war, and to restore tranquiHit}' to 
Eun^. Upon which, cousin, I pray CTod to have you 
in his holy keeping, and to render your reign long and 
prosperous." 
« Done at the Tem^Cy Paris^ September 9th. 1792." 
(Signed) LOUIS. 



\ 



This letter ^SA not wholly answer Manuel's wishes 
and expectatifsiiS) but it might be erf* immense service 
at this critical jjuoctore. Therefore the attorney of 
the copinHinfta» after reading it, asked tot no more 
I was pleased with it in ev^y respect, I viewed it as 
amidcying term> which might did in limiting the pre* 
tensions of the conspkators, and might alleviate, in 
part, the sufierings of the prisoners. 

In writing this message, it had been the king's in- 
tentioa^ aa he had announced it, to have instrusted it to 
a confidential and ^ithful messenger. When a choice 
was proposed, Manuel observed, that in order to guard^ 
against all events, the person selected ought to be de- 
serving of his. majesty's esteem, ought to be ac- 
cept^e to the king of Prussia, and entitled to the 
consideration of the republic. M. de Malesherbes 
would have answered every purpose, but his extreme 
dd age was sm insurmoimtable barrier. I designated 
anollier, who was approved, and who at tliis day does 
honour to an ofiice of high trust. The result of the 
negotiation) which he opened with the king of Prus* 
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si% has manifested his wisdom, and the conduct} by 
which he was then, smd has ever since been regu- 
lated, gives strong proofs of his patriotism. He is one 
of those men, as fortunate as they are rare, who, 
being a stranger to all parties, has survived their suc- 
cessive destrucdon, and who, under the monarch and 
under the republic, preserved a French heart. You 
would think my praises short of his merit, were I at 
liberty to mention his name. 

After this conference with the king, I asked per*^ 
mission to present my pupil to him.. His majesty 
looked inquisidvely towards the queen, and Manuel 
was polite enough to assure her, that she might freely 
express her wishes. Antoinette improved this g^ant^ 
ry to inform me, that the king as well as herself 
would see Lord Fitz-Asland with pleasure. We ap- 
pointed the' next day for his introduction. 
- It was on the same day, that the person destined t» 
the secret embassy in Champagne, obtsdned a private 
audience of Louis, and received his instructions. N& 
one was admitted to this interview, not even the que^, 
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whDse curiosity Manuel baffled ; I shall not enter on. 
tlie details of this subject, it 'will be fully laiown at the 
aeppointed time. 

You may recollect, that I was intrusted with a letter 
from the queen to Toiilan, a municipal -officer, who 
t^as the chief of the royalists. I called on him, and 
iinbosomed myself. Delighted with my communica- 
. tionf he repsdd my confidence by an unbounded and 
unreserved sincerity. Toulan was an accomplished and 
polite young man ;'i had not been long with him, be- 
fore 1 was convinced of the solidity of the queen's sus- 
picions, and I saw plainly, that he was in lov€ ^vith her. 
Love much more than royalism, whilst it consumed . 
him, had bewildered his mind. He saw nothing in the 
object of his passion but a most lovely woman, chained 
by the talisman 8f some perverse genius, whose influ- 
ence he thought he alone could ^spel. His warm 
imagination transported him to the age of chivalry, 
during wliich languishing beauty was held captive 
in enchanting castles. As disinterested as coura- 
geous, he wished for nothing to reward the zealous 
services rendered Antoinette, but the honour and con- 
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sciousness of having performed them* He did not 
display less constancy than greatness in pursuing the 
project, which he had conceived, and he swore by all 
that was sacred, that he would employ every mean to 
accomplish it. Of all those^ whom he had associated 
in this conspiracy, the result of his love, there was not 
one, who, besides his attachment to the former order 
of things, had not some private and personal motives* 
Some were in hopes of aggr^di^g their fortunesi 
others dreaded a change of circumstances ; some were 
impelled by their spirit of intrigue ; others by the am- 
bition of obtaining great honour ; the smallest number 
• were actuated by a love of glory, or to'speak more prop- 
erly, the vanity of acquiring a name. I was neither 
surprised nor sorry for that selfishness ; imder all 
circumstances of life, it is the most powerful and the 
most durable tie, which links men with events, by ren- 
dering a general cause, in itself indifferent, a person- 
al cause, which individuals have at heart. 

Toulan who was constantly writing the memoirs of 
the conspiracy, read to me the last pages of that work 
to convince me how rapidly his plot ripened and sue- 
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€:eeded.' Among the means, to wliich he and the 
chiefs of his mtiigue had resorted, that which next to 
the distribution of money, had succeeded best, was the 
publication of periodical pamphlets^ But not to give 
offence to the existing authority, none had been circu« 
lated in Paris. ' They had excited an interest in favour 
of the royal prisoners in some of the western depart- 
mtots. I mnsi^ Tonlan the justiee to say, that the 
love, which had fas<&at«d his eyes, had not corrupt* 
td his heart ; he was a sincere friend to his country. 
He was determined <to oppose the foreign faction, 
which dghed after the destruction of France, and, when 
during the conversation he learnt, that I was an Irish- . 
man, I had much ado to convince liim, that I was not 
his enemy) and to persuade him of the rectitude of my 
intentions. f 

I asked him his opinion of Manueli, Petion, and of 
those, who composed the party, whose mysteries had 
been revealed to him. He answered, they aie honest 
men, if tlie ambitious can be so. They despise the 
king, and detest the queen, whose magnanimous char- 
acter they dread,^ and desire without waste of blood 
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and without public commotions, to remove them fou 
ever from the throne. They do not profess the abonx-* 
inable doctrines of the disorganizers ; but as they are 
possessed of talents and virtue, and bear respectable 
names, I* fear them most. I wished to find out> 
whether he was acquainted with their conjuration, but 
he did not absolutely know of its existence, and onl^ 
judged of these men from their prip^ples, their ac-* 
tions, and the general tenor of their obsecvations.; X 
did not think myself authorized to give him furthei: 
information* v. 

After naming a day to meet him and the principal 
agents of his intrigue, I left Toulan. I retired tp 
meditate on the means of uniting both conspiracies in. 
one. Their maxims were so different, and their views 
so diametrically opposite, that I despaired of accom- 
plishing my design. The queen alone offered more 
insurmountable, difficulties, than her whole family, 
Toulan exerted all his faculties and the force of his 
party for Antoinette ; Petion and hit associates aimed 
principally against her ; how was it possible to recon- 
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cile t^ack and ivhitey dtid to find even a pretence for 
an accommodation ? 

However, after unwearied reflections, I thought, 

that the obstacle would ofler the means, if the queen 

« 

really loved her husband and her son enough to aid 
my views. With her absolute sway over Toulan, sfce^ 
might determine him to do for them, what he wished 
tor do for her alone. By thus renouncing voluntarily 
her unbounded wish to govern, and the suggestions of 
ambition, she could facilitate the union of both parties, 
whose objects were nearly the same, and who did not 
(BfTer materially. 

But who could attempt to propose to the proud An- 
toinette this delicate accommodation ? I thought of 
several individuals, whose views and motives, I con- 
cluded, would not answer. My thoughts rested at 
last on the generous Elizabeth, whose chief care was 
to forget herself to study the happiness of others. At / 
court, she had been a model of goodness ; at the Tern-- 
file, that <rf patience and resignation. Pious without 
superstition, philosophical without pride, she wa3 
learned without wishing to appear so. Study and 
q2 
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friendship constituted her happiness. During the 
days of her prosperity, her bounty relieved suffering 
objects ; since she has been a prisoner^ she has pos- 
sessed no other treasure than her hearty which she 
divides between her brother, her sister, and their chil- 
dren. Therefore I resolved to address her, 

A variety of circumstances postponed for three days 
the introduction of my pupil into the Temple. Since 
he had received assurances that he should be intro- 
duced, nothing could govern his joy and impatience. 
Not to awake suspicions, and to screen the attorney 
of the communes, Edwin was to follow us in an un- 
dress, which would make him appear as a scrivener 
in some of the oiSices. I apprehended, to tell the 
truth, that his want of reflection might make me re- 
pent my condescension. But on expressing my fears, 
he swore with repeated caresses, that he would assume 
St language and a deportment suitable to circum- 
stances. 

Without being remarkable for size, or the beauty 
of his form, my pupil is possessed of an amiable 
physiognomy, expressive of refinement and wit* His 
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mode of dressing his hair, which was vety elegant, 
the taste, which he displays in his dress, enhance 6xr 
tremely his physical gifts. I only mention them, 
because they had a powerful influence, and .because 
the consequences of those gifts were interesting. At 
the time I mention, he did not value them more than 
Cbmmon. I only recollect, that being forbidden the 
display of brilliancy and riches, Fit?-Asland, in an 
ordinary dress, was determined to be admired for his 
elegance. 

In fact, hardly had we entered the apartments of 
the king, where as on a former occasion I found the 
whole family together, when the young lord attrtlcted 
an universal attention. I presented him to their Maj- 
esties, to the young prince and princesses, who gave 
him a most gracious reception. I even observed, tliat 
when addressing him, the queen had softened her 
looks and the tone of her voice. My pupil appeared 
delighted ; his natural graces were the more engag- 
ing, as they made a sti'iking contrast with the aus- 
terity of a prison, the roughness of jailers, and the ^ 
impolite deportment of the police agents. 
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Notwithstanding the presence of the king^ and that 
of Manuel, the ladies addressed to the young lord 
many questions. Those of the queen^ or rather the 
tone in .which they were asked^ occasionally embar- 
rassed him. Madame Elizabeth^ not less sociable^ 
but more timid, was more reserved; young Maria 
Theresa, in the attitude of innocent admiration, gazed 
silently on Edwin. 

^ The attorney of the commuDes improved die time 
of that conversation to solicit Louis XVI. to a€ce|>t 
the project proposed to him. Things have arrived 
to tliat pitch, said he to him, that this perhaps is the 
only medium to secure your own safety* If the con- 
vention meet, and, if the soldiers of anarchy recruit 
.their battalions, you will no longer have to fear for 
your crown, but for your liberty, and perhaps, who 
knows ? even for your life. Waste not in uncertainty 
a precious time ; save yourself, sire, save the state. 
Louis promised, that when the messenger despatched 
to the king of Prussia should return, he would give a 
decisive answer. 



1 had taken care to give a summary account of my 
interview with Toulan to Madame Elizabeth. I also 
informed her of the substance of my conference with 
the assembly in the street of the Dry-Tree. I shewed 
Jier the pretensions of both parties in a correct point 
«f view ; she soon comprehended in what particulars 
they differed, or rather how diametritrally they were 
opposed. But at tho same time .that I pointed oufr 
the evil, I hastened to offer the remedy. It is in the 
hands of the queen, said I, if the honour of her con- 
sort, the interest of her son, if her own glory move 
her, she will not hesitate to apply it. The French 
will be affected by this heroic . disinterestedness. A 
long lime since, I must not conceal it, they have ceas- 
ed to love, and even to esteem the queen, to whom • 
{hey impute all their misfortunes. Let her adopt, 
die conditions proposed, and she will again revive the 
love of the people. Royalty, though limited, will be 
more firmly established* The people, enamoured 
with reasonable liberty, will prefer it to the convul- 
sions of anarchy ; they will be the first to sacrifice 
the tyrants, who mislead and flatter them, Elizabeti\ 
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seemed to concur in my sentiments. If the king's 
consent alone was requisitej said she, it might be easily 
0btame4 ; the splendour of the throne never dazzled 
4ny brother ; he never calculated the dignity of his 
power by its extent ; he has often repeated, that a 
king cannot, and ought not, to reign, but by the public 
will, expressed by 'definitive laws. He will ask, I am 
sure,an unlimited authority to do good only, and wish- 
es not to possess the power, of doing evil. I have 
always coincided in his sentiments, and my trials have 
eonfu^med my opinion. But how will it be possible to 
persuade the queen, that the sacrifice of her authtfrity^ 
oi her greatness, and above all, that of her ihJBuence, 
is indispensable, or even necessary. You are nof aware 
of the pride of that house of Lorraine, which has filled 
so many thrones, and rules at this day the German 
empire. It will be very difficult to make an arch* 
duchess of Austria relish a private station ; it will t>e 
more difficult to rid her of her political habits. My 
sister carries on her countenance, and feels in her 
bosom the majesty of a great soul, but, when she dis- 
I)lays her energy, she cannot eonceal her pride. She 



prefers the glory of dictating to the power of pleasingj 
in spite of the gifts which nature has lavished on her, 
she often forgets^ that she is a ^voman, but never, that 
she is a queen ; if she condescends to let herself down 
from her lofty station, it b onlf when her heart is 
deeply affected. You believe, no doubt, M. de Fer- 
moDt, continued Madame Elizabeth, that I do not 
spare my sister, and that I do not represent her under 
favourable -cdours. B^re any body else, and under 
different circumstances, I would endeavour to^soflen 
the strong shades of this portrsdt ; but, when I con* 
sidei^ that the result of the important negotiation, in 
wliich you are engaged, involves the safety of the 
state, •f the throne, and of the whole family, I should 
esteem myself guilty, were I capable of dissimulation. 
After all, the pride, which the queen inherited fronl 
the Cesars, has not stiHed in her the voice of nature ; 
she is alive to sympathy, her heart is capable of friend- 
ship ; she is sincerely attached to the king, though 
not excessively so ; she has an unbounded love for 
her children ; and young Charles is her idol, she re- 
veres in him the heir of two great dynasties ; and I 



Y^Q TKE MilGDALEar 

believe she loves me also. I haye received peciiliar 
marks of her afTeclion, since destiny has united us in 
nasfortunes ; finally, if any one lias a right to make 
her a proposal Uke yours, and can indulge the hope 
to see it approved, I must be the person. I pledge 
myself to do it with zeal. The safety of France, the 
honour of my brother, and the happiness of his clul*- 
dren, justify the attempt ; what powerful motives to 
animate and increase my exer(ians ! Filled with re- 
spect and admiration, I left the virtuous Elizabeth ; 
'the circle again became general, and Manuel having 
g^ven us the signal, we tendered our homage to the 
prisoners, and took leave of them. 

Before we left the attorney of the communis, he 
informed me, that on the following day there was to 
be a meeting, in 6rder to consult on the most power* 
ful means to determine Louis XVI. Although I had 
an appointment with Toulan on the same day, at a 
different hour, I promised to attend at the Dry-Tree. 

When we returned home, several letters were de- 
livered to Edwin, and some to myself. One of them 
was from Ireland, and franked by Lord Fitz-Asland^ 
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my pupil'« father. Edwin broke the seal with impa-** 
dence ; bisit before he had read many lines, he became ' 
extremely pale, and was so, faint, that he threw hini*- 
self into an arm-chair ; that paleness was succeeded 
by a sudden flush on his cheeks, and he could not con- • 
ceal die' abundant tears that trickled from his eyes, 
ivhich he coTered with his hands. Alarmed at his . 
situation,* and afndd to learn its cause, I offered him 
>some vague consoladufn. I trembled to pick up the 
fatal letter la^g open at my feet ; but he soon seized 
it with eagerness^ and presenting it to me, read, papa, 
exclaimed he, and tell me if I am not wretched 
enough ! Without loosing hold of his hand, which I 
pressed in mine, vfith my eyes now and then fixed on 
him, I perused the letter rapidly,* and read what^ 
Allows 8 

LORD FITZ-AStAKD TO HIS SON AT PARIS. 

" DUBLIS, Augoat 17th. 1792. 

** Palis is no longer a safe place for your worthy 
Jjrcceptor, nor is it suitable to the education which 
be gives you, 6r fit for you, my dear Edwin. It is 
distracted with civil commotions, imd you are in th^ 
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ixudst of daggers. I am half dead since the fata] des- 
potehes of the 10th. If you love me, set out as soon 
as you receive this, leave that scene of horrors, and 
f etum to the bosom of your family, to wait for the 
calm,.........? V * 

* How sir, «aid my pupil, you read all this with a 
sang fnddL.^SxAy, iny dear friend, I do not yet see 
lyhy I should not^.^You do not see it, you do not ob- 

. serve, that rxxy fa&ier recall me.^.Well, my friend..... 

^ Well, sir, .thi$ command is my death warrant..... 

' " E3q)lwn . yout^lf, Edwin Heavens I have you not 

. understood .me.*...No. certainly, what is the matter ? 

'fhe matter is, .that your pupil is lost, if he leaves 

Paris.....Once mpfe I do not understand you Young 

Fitz-Asland, seizing niy hands, and tenderly pressing 
them, rai^g hb eyes bathed in tears towards mkip» 
said to me, Oh I my dear preceptor, why did yoH in- 
troduce roe into the Temple ? Edwin, Edwii|» what 

is that you say ? That I wish I had never been there> 

or, added he in the most affectionate manner, that I 
might have been permitted to remain there all mf 
life.... JH[|giaven» I what have I heard ! 
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It was now my turn to feel a real affliction. I stood 
motionless with my head down, gazing vacantly, inat» 
tentive to my pupil, who walked about in great agita^ 
tion, and stopped to ask my pardon, so much was I 
preoccupied with sinister and melancholy reflections. 

After the first moment of my surprise,-. the next 
having permitted me to reflect, I composed'myself^a 
little. I thought within mfsblf^ that one 'solitary in.'^ 
terview could not lifive occasioned tok irreparable 
damage, that perh£^& Edwin mistook fbr a passion, 
the mere fkscination of his bewildered senses, and 
that he felt the pang most sensibly^ because he never 
had loved before ; that supposing a deep Stfid tender 
impression had been made on his heart, it was to be 
presumed, that it wa» not paid -wjfih a tender return, 
and that consequently the want of recipnxaty would 
sooii allay that new bora flame I ^ ' 

Ifuf which of the diree princesses* had inspired 
him with love ? Had I indulged my suspicions, I 
should have supposed, thA it was Antoinette^ whose 
charms habituated to new triumphs, met with an 
adorer in each man ; I thought I liad itetn&iited, as J* 
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have already observed, that the gtaces of that princess^ 
who became more haughty, as she became more op- 
pressed, had been softened for Edwin. Yet theonod- 
est delicacy of Elizabeth might have inspired his sen- 
timents, and perhaps he was moved, by the vii^kial 
blushes of the ft>yal Maria Theresa. I was anxious to 
ascertain the fact, !n pMer to improve his confession to 
give him tbe most'saJutjiry admonitioti, which my 
friendship could sugge'iit. He answered as follows. 

« My^dear papa,I ivish to repay with gradtude the 
indulgence' you have .shewn to my frankness. I have 
before, to day experienced the power of love, but from 
this moment its fire rages through my frame, and 
with the more violence, as difficulty on the one hand, 
and hope on the pther, supj>ly it with additional fuel. 

" Do you recollect the day, on which Hjord Suther- 
land, my cousin/ was presented at court, as British 
ambassador?^! accompanied my beautiful cousin, 
^ lady Sutherland, who soon ceased, in my esdmatioto^ 
to be the loveliest of women • 

" Through the pompj which surrounded the mon- 
arch, among the noble beauties, who escorted his 
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consort so celebrated, my inquisitive eyes sought the 
charming queen. A flattering murmur succeeded by 
a respectful silence announced her ; my heart beat 
ivith uneasiness and desii*e. She appeared, and on 
her dazzling brow, I beheld a rich and precious dii-.« 
dem, some diamond drops loosely cbsdned undulated 
on her bosom, royal majesty itself was displayed in the 
Icmg train of her robes. This splendour excited my 
admiration, but my heart was tot moved. And, when 
i had fixed my eyes on Antoinette^ «nd discovered pride 
seated on her features, and expressed in her protect- 
ing nod, I acknowledged a queen, but this queen was 
Juno, or if it was Venus, she had forgotten her girdle. 

" At a small distance advanced> a ydiHig person, as ' 
if it were to make an absolute contrast with the queen r 
she wore « garland, of blue-bottle: round her flaxen 
lockSy which floated carelessly over her shouldera; 
she was beatxtiful without knowing i^ and pleased 
without pretensions. I saw those looks attracted by 
Uie mother finally centre on the daughter; for before 
tlus time, you are apprized, that this charming persoii^^ 
was Maria Theresa. .. v 
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^< At the sight pf her^ the brilliant scene before my 
eyes was eclipsed ; in the centre of a double rank of 
women, equally remarkable for their youth, riches 

/ and beauty, I saw nothing but this simple innocent 
^rl, who hardly dared to raise her timorous eyelids, 
^d whose lovely cheek was now and then coloured 
with the blush of modesty. 

' " Tfus picture of uinocence and voluptuousness 
moved my very soul, «id caused in m% frequent ab- 
• sence of mind. Lady Sutherland was obliged to put 
me on my guard. • 

.. " When we left the court, I carried b my soul the 
J^piage of Matia Theresa, and for some months it was 
deeply engraven on <py heait. Time, absence, and 
yoiu* determmation, not to present me ta the king 
without special orders fr6m my father, did not efface 
the impression, but rendered it more feint 0*^1 thought 
I had got rid of that fever, because I had but one fit. 

^ « I was yet regretting the pleasmg torment) which 
it had caused, when chance placed you near Louis 

• XVI. and gave additional strength to my still ixumiog 
flame. You interrupted your visits at the. Tuileties, 



CUURCHYAMB. |g^ 

suMi my hopes flagged. Would you believe, tliat the 
catastrophe of the tenth of August awoke my desires I 
I formed the project of snatching the royal family. 
from the power of their satellites ; an incident vQX" ^ 
known to you favoured my project. 

^ Some days before, having passed about dusk un^ 
tier the arches, which lead from th^ street of St. 
Thwiaa du Lourre to that of Doyenn6, 1 was accosted 
by an ordinary woman of middliffg age, decently dress- 
ed, who after saluting me pditely, but in silence, 
handed me a letter. I asked in vain who had sent it, 
the only answer was,' that the reading of the letter , 
would inform me, and she left me. ^ . ^ 

^' They were then lighting tke lartips. Impatient 
to find out ishe contents of my ^llet doux^ I came near * 
the first lamp, and was able to- read the following 
words ; Madame des Roziersy Seine street^ JVb. 7, eec^ 
Hon qf ike king^s garden ; and written in another hand, 
vidble/rom ten in the morning to/our in the afternoon, p 

^ I did not know at first what to think of this billet. 
What can be the drift of sending me this direction, 
9^d I tumyself; what have Ito do with that Madame 
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des Roziers I I had heard of tricks introduced in thk 
manner, and began to thuik, that thb was practised 
upon me with some evil intention, and, as I thrust the 
paper into my pocket, I firmly determined not to at^ 
tend this rendezvouat. 

^ On the Bcxt day my servant, Tom, found it among 
Other scraps on my toOet ; I related to him my ad- 
venture, and in^parted my suspicions. Tom observed 
ironicallyv that this billet x)ortended more danger for 
my heart, xhan for my purse ; that it was written by 
some pretty woman, who wished to become acquaint- 
ed with a young British lord. I ccmfess here I com- 
mitted two faults at once, the first, to listen to Tom's 
remarks^ and to receive his counsels ; the second, not 
to have asked yours, my dear preceptor. Be it as it 
may, besides the anticipation of an acquaintance with 
a beautifiil woman, I felt no little vanity at becoming 
&e hero of an intrigue, therefore I det6rmined to 
bring the adventure to a dose; 

« You allow me liberty enough to enable me to pur- 
jk>in occasionally a few moments, I soon found one for 
leavbg the bouse under a pretence of a ride ia tb^ 
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king^s garden, and Tom, driving my "jdsky slower than 
ever, in a few minutes brought me to Seine street, 
opposite to the house No. 7. I need not add, that I 
hadnot neglected my toilet. 

" When I alighted from my carriage, my heart 
beat strangely ; I had gcme up two pair of stairs be- 
fore I was composed. Upon a door I read, Madhtnm 
de9 Roziers ; Tom rang the bell, I attempted' to stay 
his arm, but the s&riil sound already vibrated on my 
heart, and wsuned me that I should be introdqced) and 
my agitadoQ and embarrassment became exibessive. 

** The door opened, a woman, whom I recognized 
for the messenger, that met me under the arches ci 
St Thomas, asked me, what was ray pleasure ? I 
pronounced in a low voice the name of Madame des 
Roziers^; the maided not understand me, and wish- 
ed me to repeat ; Tom, displeased with my awkward- 
ness, told !ier>iritell]gibly ; my lord MtS'Aaland "onahes 
to pay his reafiects to Madame des Roziers. The wo- 
fhati dropx>ed a courtesy, left us for a moment, and soon 
returned, and wilii additional ppliteness led me to the 
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door of an apartment, where she introduced-me ; Tom 
remained in the andchambep. 

^ The politeness of the maid, the neatness of 
the apartment, and above all the |»ivacy of the visits 
removed my fears, and emboldened me. I waited 
firmly for the issue of an advesture, in which I fore* 
saw mord gallantry' than danger. 

^ A' tirotxian appeared, I judged her to be forty 
years old, yet she was beautiful, her deportment 

ahnduhced a woman, who joined to a respectable birth 

; c . * ' ^ • 
• a fashionable education, after a mutual salutation she 

• */ ; • -• •• f,-'* 

seated herself with digmty, made me a sign to do die 
same, aiid addressed me thus. 

' . " The preliminaries of your admission -under my 
roof must have surprised you, sir, and your astonish* 
ment will increase, when you are made acquainted 
with the motives which have determined me to invite 
you here. Perhaps you have been induced ta calcu- 
late upon some pleasing adventure, and I must confess, 
that my means for procuring this interview might 
have justified such an expectation. But you will soon 



T>e undeceived ; nothing can be more serious than the 
object of this rendezvous. 

" Have you never heard in the house of your father, 
where y4)u lived in your infancy, the name of ClarA 

Melwood ? .Lord Fitz-Asland has pronounced that 

name frequently in my hearing, and never did it with- 
out accompanying it with a deep sigh, and evert .with 
tears.....With tears !...^.Is he then <;^pable of reisorsel 

......No, no I the assassin of the vomsoi who adored 

him, of a wife, is incapable of such feelings.....'..^]^ad^ 

ame, exclaimed I, as I rose, you speak of my father \ 
have you called me here to hear him xibus^d | No^ 
my lord, it is to give him an opportimity to rep^r*Jbis 
own abusa Sit down and hear me patiently.^ _> 

^ The imposing tone of thisi woman could fiot be 

disobeyed, apd I complied Yes, contuiued she, I 

expect from your generosity the termination of my 
Qusfortupy^ and the dawn of happmess, in favour of 
a Jfetsquff who will soon be as dear to you, as she is to 
me ; both are in the hands of a father, over whom 
you have an absolute sway. 



^ My name is Clara Melwood ; I owe my origin, If 
not to that class, which is called the first, at least to 
that, whose alliance is always an honour to the gentry, 
and often sought by the great themselves. A carefiil 
education, acquired talents, and some personal charms, 
had enlisted in my train of adorer^a number of young 
Irish peers ; several asked for my hand, one only 
obtained my heart. How much Fitz*Asland seemed 
to love me, or rat^^r how ancerely he loved me ! 
For it is impossible to feign a ]^assion so well, which 

is not felt And how tenderly I reciprocated his 

love ! Is it possible to doubt the sincerity of^hose 

we love ? In yielding my heart to your father, I resign- 
ed my person also ; without reflecting, that Hymen 
might one day reproach us, we permitted love to 
anticipate on his sacred rights. 

" Meanwhile the war, which was enkindled in the 
British colonies, compelled your father to depart. I 
bore with in me the pledge of our union ; and I did not 
even think of asking for a legal security ; I thought 
mine the most sacred in the eyes of nature and of 
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love. My lover left me, and left beliind also the con- 
soling hope of seeing him again, and I'eceiving soon 
the embraces of my husband, 

" But after six months of an epistolary correspond- 
ence, as regular as tender, I learnt, that the charms 
or coquetry of a njore fortunate rival had expelled me 
from Fitz-Asland's heart, I w;as too proud to com- 
plain ; had I been a mere mistress, I should not have 
been ashamed to solicit his favour, recollecting that I 
was a mother. Th« ungrateful man, when he forgot, 
that he was my lover, forgot also that he was a father. 
In vain did I bring this fact to his recollection. When 
that peace was made, which consolidated the inde- 
pendence of the colonies, he married his mistress, who 
cam« to Dublin, as it were, solely to insult my grief. 

" I devoured its bitterness in obscurity. My dispo- . 
sidon, till then flexible and tender, assumed baughti- 
ne&sy and becaraie hardened against adversity. My 
Mher was dead ; I was his sole heiress ; I realized my 
fortune ; and placing the ocean between myself and a 
perjured man, t came to France with my daughter, 
whom, in consequence of the principles and the trea- 
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son of your &ther, I have brought up in -the garb aod 
habits of your sex. 

^^ I might have lived peaceably^ perhaps happy, had 
it not been for the series of catastrophes, -which have 
overwhelmed this country for these four years. The 
wrecks of my fortune, which I had intrusted to gov- 
ernment, have been dispersed ; misery, besides aggra- 
vating my misfortunes, compels me to murmur and 
complain. 

<^I should never have done it, liad I been alone. But 
the* interest of my daughter silences my pride. It is 
for her, ,my lord, it is for your sister, that I implore 
you on this day. 

*' Head these letters, read the proofs of what i 
asseit ; why should I be reduced to exhibit to yeu, in 

your father's own hand, the proofs of his treason ! 

With my eyes bathed in tears, I ran over the correspond- 
ence, which Clara Melwood had placed in my hands. 
In each expression of his tenderness, I discoverediiis 
perfidy, I condemned him openly, and pitied his vic- 
tim. At that instant, a young man entered ; Adonis 
cott)d not afford a more seducing portrait. Come 



daughter, said Mrs. Melwood, obtain fram.lord Fitz- 
Asland the felicity of embracing a brother, and lower* 
ing her voice, she added, entreat him to grant you his 
protection. 

« I pressed on my heart this charming brother, or 
rather aniiable sbter ; I wiped her tears. She united 
to the loftiness depicted in her mother's countenance, 
the softness of the looks of lord Fitz-Asland. A great 
intimacy succeeded jny first interview with the ladies ; 
I promised, and even swore to them, that my father 
should not only provide a fortune for Fanny, the name 
•f my sister, but that I would use every endeavour to 
bring about a happy reconciliation between her mother 
and lord Fitz-Asland. We parted equally moved and 
satisfied. 

" From that moment until the tenth of August, 
when we returned to Paris, I saw them but once ; my 
intention was to introduce you to them, Jnit events 
prevented me. Yet, my dear papa, you will be much 
astonished, when I inform you, that you are acquaint- 
ed with Fanny. 



<' You have not forgotten the uitcresting young niafii. 
who, under a pretence of infornning you, on the 1 1th. 
of August, of the decrees of the communes, gave you 
two passports, one for you and the other for me ? 
Well, sin that was Fanny herself. When we set out 
for the country, I had written a letter to her, to let her 
know it. Easily alarmed for the fate of her brother^ 
and for yours, because she respects you much ^ hf 
means of her acquaintance in the ^national guard* she 
had solicited and obtained without difficulty pasq>orts 
for eacti of us.. She was watching for our arrival, 
when we met .her. Luckily, among the soldiers of 
our escort, there happened to be one of her acquaint-* 
'ance. You biow the sequel. 

'^ What was now my design concerning the illustij^ 
ous prisoners of the 10th. of August ? When I learnt, 
that they were confined at the Feuilians, . under the 
care of a feeble guard, I thought it was not imposdble 
to rescue them. It was only necessary to have the 
guard composed of devoted men, or to attack and van- 
quish it, should it prove refractory. To accomplish. 
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the first plan, Fanny, who holds a commission among 
the citizen soldiers, plotted so as to recruit thirty 
royalists, or constitutionalists, determined to make the 
attempt. In order to -efTect the second design, the 
same men were to make a silent attempt on the royal 
retreat, to spare blood, unless absolute necessity rea- 
dered it unavoidable to use force, and after rescuiog 
the confined family, we were to aid in their flight. 
Both plans were organized, we had only to choose the 
most feasible, when the transfer of Louis XVI. to the 
Temple disconcerted our measures* Your long cap- 
tivity, my dear master, and the massacres of Septem- 
ber, frustrated our hopes ; I yielded to sorrow, and all 
concurred to aggravate my grief, aiid nothing could' 
alleviate its poignancy. 

" But heaven, at last promised, that it should soon 
<:ease, and afforded me new means to see my princess, 
and to be useful to her. You are now acquainted with 
the motives of my eagerness to go to the Temple,with 
those of my rapture, when you gave me assurances, 
that I should be introdticed, and with the cause of the 
s2 
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turbulent joy \vhich I manifested, when I was admit- 
ted. 

" I have seen the queen, whose pride seems much 
diminished, but I beheld also again this celestial beau- 
ty, whose candour and ingenuousness seem to ha%'e 
acquired new lustre ; O ray dear papa, dared I but 
avow my feelings to her ! My eyes alone have spok- 
en ; I know not whether I rave, but metliinks her 

eyes answered me. . How happy, were I beloved I 

And my father • bids me quit her ; might he not as 

well bid me yield my life-?" The warmth exhibited in 

Edwin's words and actions, observed M. de Fermont, 
Jed me to ^udge, that any remonstrances would be 
ill timed at this moment. The passion, which de- 
voured his soul, had filled his head, and disordered 
bis understanding. To make him listen to reason, it 
was necessary to wait the end of his paroxysm. I 
embraced my pupil, and made him easy respecting 
his father's letter ; I took upon myself to obtain a de- 
]ay» and entered my closet to reflect on the means 
necessary to meet so many complicated obstacles- 
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I at firkt cast a glance around me ; and on second 
thought, I was seized with fear and astonishment, on 
^ding myself at once the confident, and as it were, the 
principal mechanician in three separate coexistent in- 
trigues. Besides the objections to a part so ill suited 
to my principles, and to the character which I bear ; 
was there, I will not say an absolute certainty, but even 
a probability, that I should discharge its duties with 
justice to those, who had intrusted me with it ? What^ 
means could an obscure individual possess, without in- 
fluence and without interest, to reconcile opposite par- 
ties, whose intentions were so different ? If I had not 
misconceived the character and designs of the queen, 
she would never submit to the conditions offered, and 
in that case, what ^vould become of the king ? What* 
would be -the future destiny of their children ? Be- 
sides, how was it pos^ble to induce men, such as those 
who met at the Dry Tree, to restore to the monarch 
Hs former authority, not to mention the constant weak- 
Bess and want of determination in I^ouis XVI I How 
much was a plan of this kind impeded by the philoso- 
phy of the present age, and by the progress of private 
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opinion ? Was it possible to annihilate the one^ and to 
bring the other to the standard of the times of Rich- 
elieu ? How, I shall not say shackle again, but even re- 
duce to a salutary restraint a people in arms, whose 
individuals think themselves so many kings, because 
they have hurled one king from the throne ? TIus was, 
^me may say, Toulan's project. Yet it was but the 
illudon of his heart, and not the resultof his judgments 
Toulan, who saw through the mist of love, did not see 
. correctly, reasoned falsely, allowed his desii*es to be 
possibilities, and conducted, in a word, more Uke a 
lover,-than a Frenchman, who devotes himself for his 
country. Besides, this conflict of conspiracies appear-^ 
ed to me much more injurious than useful to the^ 
cause ; there was room to presume, that the Afferent 
parties, instead of uniting, would aim at each other's 
destruction. And it was much more to be appre- 
hended, that the royal family would become the vic- 
tim of their struggles and divisions. I fully felt all 
those objections, they overwhelmed me, and filled me 
with grief. I entertained some secret hopes, that I 
might remove them ; but must confess my energy 
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was much short oC my good will. In my situation) a 
M(mky a Pinto, might have felt at full liberty. Such 
is the true genius of intrigue, that it converts obstacles > < 
into as many means,, sports with difficulties, and even 
takes pleasiure ia giving them birth to add to its tri- 
umphs. But whatever iiesource the love of Fitz-As* 
land might offer me, I felt rjeluctant to employ it., I 
wavered in my opinions, afraid to attempt, bunung 
^ith impatience to succeed, animated by my attach- 
ment for the king, checked by scruples, arid buffeted 
between the hope of success and fear of disappoint- 
ment. 

After mature deliberation, I concluded to. wait the 
course of events, as I had done before. To run in the 
hour of battle is rank cowardice, a base treason j but 
as there is «o merit, and as it even would be impru- 
dent, to attempt to direct, as a leader, a plot, for tiie 
accomplishment of which, I possessed but subordinate 
talents, I trusted to Providence, to 4'cnder them of 
some utility upon this important occasion. 

I repaired to the assembly in thp street of the Dry 
Tree ; I found every mind filled with agitation and 
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anxiety. The convention was soon to meet) and the 
auspices, under which it was to be assembled, were 
not favourable. What was, in fact, the state of af- 
fairs ? The legislators, still appalled by the cannons 
of the 10th. of August, had not recovered strength 
enough to break the daggers of September, but let go 
from their weak hands the helm of state. The usurp- 
ing communes^ let loose from hell, stained with blood, 
sullied with crimes, and branded with murder, kept 
under their iron sceptre the people, whom they delud- 
ed with the name of liberty. The executive council, 
divided between crime and weakness, perpetrated or 
tolerated horrid deeds, and suspended all punishment. 
A collection ©f strangers, in a disgusting dress, speak- 
ing the language of Grub-Street, acted as tribunes of 
the people to plunge that people into wretchedness 
and anarchy. It must be- confessed, that the names 
and renown of some honest men were conspicuous 
amid those dreadful calamities, and appeared like a\». 
gust monuments among a heap of ruins. But would 
the tyranny of demagogues respect tho5»e feeble Ijafr- 
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tiers ? Those demagogues made their boast of drown- 
ii^ virtue in the blood of her worshippers. 

It was by this faint sketch, that the eloquence of 
Vergniaud commanded our attention. Oh ! Louis 
XVI. how sensibly, and with what grief, I then felt 
how useful a decided character would have been for 
you, to avert or repair those stupendous disasters. 
Under this sweeping anarchy, what would have been 
the conduct of a Frederick ? He would have stretched 
forth his powerful arm, and would have stayed the 
torrent. Sad parallel 1 Unavailing regrets ! Louis 
was in the Temple ; the dashing waves, breaking 
against the tower, threatened his own destruction. 

We hoped, that we could check the torrent, when 
appnzed of the answer of the envoy despatched to the 
king of Prussia. If, as we sincerely believed, the 
duke of Brunswick's ai'my should evacuate the French 
territory, the motive for a permanent insurrection, the 
pretence'^for confiscations, imprisonments and assassi- 
nations, could no longer serve the puiposes of the an- 
archists. Under the auspices of true and protecting, 
liberty, the sincere republicans would establish a mix- 
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Although this new confinement, which I was 
hr from foreseeing^, of apprehending, deprived the 
royal &mily of the only man, upon whose disinteresty 
edness they could depend, and had broken the line of 
their communication with those plotting in their be- 
half, it was not long, before I had an opportunity to 
renew my intercourse, as you will soon'see. But not 
to anticipate events, and to keep the order of time, be- 
fore I mention, the man, to whom I owe my liberty, I 
must give you an account of the return of the envoy^ 

and of his interview with the king. 
t2 
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Manuel introduced him to his majesty. I will re- 
late substantially die account, which this envoy gave of 
his mission. I made my minutes from those handed 
to Louis XVI. who intrusted me with them after- 
wards. 

NEGOTIATION WITH THE KING OF PRUSSA. 

(Voucher, No. 9.) 
" Sire, 

" Conformably to the orders of your majesty, and 
to the documents of the persons enjoying your confi- 
dence, I accelerated my journey, and reached in less 
than twenty six hours general Dumouriez's camp. 

" Having obtained from him a private interview, I 
did not conceal from the general, that I was the bcai'- 
cr of a despatch from your majesty to the king of 
Prussia, a despatch added I5 th^esuit of which must 
have a decisive influence, on the army, on France, and 
on Europe. 

** The general. after having asked me some ques- 
tions respecting your majeMy's situation, and that of 
your family, gave me a passport, and ordered besides, 
that I should be honourably escorted by two officers. 
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1 thought I observed on his countenance some anxiety 
and a profound meditation. 

<< In spite of the biiiliant successes, and the rapid 
progress of the duke of Brunswick*s army, his Prus- 
sian majesty had not quitted the village of Glorieux, 
nedr Verdun, where he had established his head quar- 
ters, and where I met him. 

" Being at first introduced, as if sent by Dumou- 
riez, I was received with a &miliarity, which aston- 
ished me» 

<^ I began to believe, that the Prusdans and French 
were not irreconcilable enemies. 

" But when I had explained my mission, and hand- 
ed your majesty's letter to FreXjerick William, he 
looked at toe with an astonishment diffictrlt tou de- 
pict ; he took it, and reai it silently. I observed his 
countenance, -while he was reading. To this astonish- 
ment succeeded a slight, but visible expres^on of 
indignation, which again was followed by a very ten- 
der emotion. His majesty appeared to read the close 
of your letter several times. When )ie had done, he 
heaved a deep sigh, and I observed tears in his eyes 
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sadly raibed towards heaven. Your majesty will soon 
have an explanation of this pantomime. 

" Mr. Envoy, said Frederick, I am exceedingly af- 
fected by the letter of his most Christian^ Majesty. I 
can assure you beforehand, that I shall give it a fevour- 
able answer. But I must deliberate on the subject 
with my privy council. I shall give orders, that 
you be treated with that distinction, which you per- 
sonally merit, and which shall be shewed you^ a^, 
being possessed of the confidence of my cou^. To* 
morrow, at this hour, Mr. Envoy, you will be invited 
to assist, and hear the deliberations of my council. 

<* I should not mention the marks of favour and 
consideration bestowed on me by his Prussian majes-^ 
ty, «rere I not sensible, that by shewing* them to a 
secret confident, with more eclat than is usual towards 
im avowed ambassador ; it was a homage to your per- 
secuted majesty, forgive therefore the detail. 

« Prince I^ouis de Lunebourg, aulic counsellor of 
Frederick William, and his aid de camp, came to in- 
form me, that the king waited for me in the council^ 1 
hastened to obey the summons. 
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^ AIL the members were assembled ; I was* aston- 
ished to find general Dumouriez among them. His 
eye having caught mine^ he bowed- to me as an ac- 
quaintance. 

" The king, being seated, mformed the assembly of 
the subject of their meeting. But before he submit-* 
ted the question to the debate of the members, and 
before he asked their opinion, he declared, that gen-^ 
«ral Dumoiuiez had requested leave to give important 
information to determine their judgment. ^ 

^ I beg of you, sire, to see nothing in the recital, 
which I make of the speech of that general, but the 
proof of my attachment to your majesty.'** 

* He rose and spoke as follows ; 

^ One must have studied to little profit the morai 
character of our histcffy, or rather must have attended 
to it very superficially, not to attribute as a secret 
cause of the revolutions in France, since the reign of 
Louis XIV. the rivality, which divides the houses of 
Bourbon and Orleans. At the death of that monarch, 
when Philip entered upon the regency, the govern* 
ment assumed a new shape. During the "whole ad> 
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ministration of that prince, he pursued a course abso^ 
hitely the reverse of that of his predecessor. The 
general rule> which guided the latter, was that of con- 
centrating power ; the regent divided it among in- 
dividuals, whom he grouped axound him, so as to be- 
come the despotic centre within a popular circum- 
ference* 

^ Had this prince united firmness of mind to his 
extreme amlution, he would have iX)oted the feel3le 
shoot of a rival dynasty, ajBd laid the fbundadon of the 
French throne in his own fiimily* But enervated hj 
hixury, he left to his heirs the execution c^ that, which 
with him was merely a project 

^ Louis Philip, father of the present duke, did not 
even dream of putting it into execution. The study 
of the sciences, and religious speculadons, engrossed 
all his intellectusd facidties. Those, whose flight is 
directed towards heaven, take but little interest in 
earthly concerns. 

^* The weak and pliable character of Louis Philip 
Joseph, his son, that kind of courage, and if you choose 
rashness,' which he has evinced on certain occasions, 
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seemed to manifest, that he, more than any of his race^ 
had the desired aptitude to accomplish amlatious de- 
signs. I own I have long believed so myself, and, if I 
must confess it, I was not soiry for it. 

^ By the goiius and exertions of Richelieu, the 
kings had recovered their power ; Louis the Greats 
during the longest and most astonislung reign of 
anarchy, had dbplayed that power in all its possible 
extent. But the sceptre had become a distaff under 
the reign of Lotus XV. for he could only govern a 
hunting party or a debauch. 

^ His successor, with pure morals, brought good in- 
tentions to the throne, but, when the chrysalis, which 
conceded the worm, was Men, nothing but the name 
of the monarch remained. 

^ Meanwhile the finances were exhausted, the ad- 
mimstmtion was dislocated. The empire hung over 
a dismal abyss. 

^ The revolution broke out Not bdbg individually 
acquainted with the duke of Orleans, I believed, that 
noUy enamoured with glory, and his country, he wbh« 
ed to obtain ye, by saving the other. 



<* Yet when I saw him neglect the most favourable 
opportunities to accomplish bold conceptions, my es- 
teem diminished for his person, and I abandoned the 

« 
hopes, to which he had given rise. 

^ Called since to the ministry, I observed closely, 
I followed attentively, and studied deeply, that person- 
age, who, feir from being the chief of his party, is only 
its effigy. 

^< More debauched than fdnd of pleasui*e, a slave te 
the mob, when he should only have been popular, rash 
without genuine bravery, easy even to weakness, prod- 
igal without necessity, avaricious without calculation, 
acdve for his pleasure, lazy in his own business, al- 
ways temporizing, not knowing how to speak and how 
to act, a tolerable intriguer, a detestable conspirator, 
such is the man, who conceals the soul of a sybarite 
in the vigorous body of an athlete. 

" I know from veiy good authority, that he never 
would liave thought of becoming the chief of a faction, 
if he had been lefl to himself. The delight of driving 
a curricle with dexterity, the glory of swimming with 
address, the honour of riding a race h^rse skilfully^ 
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\^CHiid have been the bounds of his ambitioQ ; but for 
the mbfortune of France, chance had placed near 
hun the woman, who undertook to inflame him. ' 

^' With all the |k>wers of pleasing and means of se- 
duction, Madame de Genlis is possessed of one of those 
twrniog souls, which are, not onlf, constantlf and ac- 
tively employed, but which give impulse to ^all those 
moving within their attraction^ It is said, but I win 
not assert it as a &ct, that having been refused the 
hcMKHir of being presented, she had sworn, that she 
would punish the queen for this affront. If this is not 
a false report, and, if Madame de Genlis has been in- 
strumental m the martyrdom of that princess, she has 
kept her word £uthfully. 

" Be it as it may, from the moment, in which, either 
silently or openly, the duke of Orleans consented to 
display the standard of a chief of party, France was 
overwhelmed with disasters. The ambitious, whose 
revolutionary commotions had electrified the kingdom, 
and covetous men united. And it is worthy of rem$ffk, 
that am(Hig so many individuals, enlisted under one 
burner, none, or hardly one, recognised this chief. 
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Once more, it is because he was a mere shadow, and 
that the true anarchists, far from wishing a change of 
dynasty^ that might have restored order, wished for a 
perpetual confusioi), which would afford a full display 
to passions. 

" I was frightened with these disastrous tactics. 
By my general observations, by my private inquiries, 
I had ascertained, that each day the duke quaffed new 
doses of poison from the same source. Sincerity was 
at an end, despotic royalty was universally abhorred ; 
constitutional royalty was despised ; a change of dy- 
nasty was deemed impracticable, and when a republic 
wa^ mendoned, it was because this word, new for the 
people, could better be abused in their ears, tmdjcan- 
founded with the excesses inherent to the anarchy 
held up by the demagogues., 

" The party of anarchy was therefore that, which 
gained ground under the pampering hand, but without 
the protection of the duke of Orleans. Then all, that 
had a tendency to relax or dissolve the social compact, 
was furiously resorted to. By a chance fatal to repub- 
licans, the salutary reform, which they proposed, but 



which they offered at an unsuitable time, was applaud- 
ed and supported by the turbulent. So that the hatred 
for royalists necessarily extended to the republicans ; 
an abominable, but exact calculation, whose conse> 
quences-will perpetuate disorders. 

^ From that moment commenced those meetings 
of deluded mechanics, who under ^ pretence of hav- 
ing no business, excited each other to revolt. The 
g^leiies of deiibcn^Bg assemblies were crowded with 
hired speakers> unknown to each othf^r^ whb were re- 
newed daily, and eagerly applauded every motion preg- 
nant with disorder, and repulsed by noisy acclamations 
whatever had a tendency to restore order and peace. 
Giris of bad character were paid, not for havuig grant- 
ed their &vours, but in order to propagate by all the 
means m their power, a contempt for good morals, , 
tind a devouring thirst after lust. Human heads were 
set up at vendue ; the monsters, who like the Indians 
exhibited scalps, received a regular premium. Theft 
•was encouraged by the guilty connivance of an anti-so- 
cial police, and impositions of all kinds had stipulated 
rewards. Those sinks, where an inconsiderate and 
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presumptuous youth is prompted to squander paren- 
tal treasures^ were publicly established. The public 
squares and walks, and even obscure streets resounded 
with incendiary motions, or with obscene songs. Some 
vulgar orators inoculated with their low dialect the 
virus of immorality, ivreligion, and anaochy.. The 
walls and columns were blackened with sanguinary 
placards, and seemed to have borrowed a vdce to in- 
vite men to the commission of crimes. From day to 
day, passions were let looser and growing like hideoas. 
giants, they threatened to devour a race already cor- 
rupt. But, oh ! summit of insanity and atroci^ ! all ^ 
those crimes were perpetrated in the nan^e of liberty i 
Her most iilttstrious aposdes were invoked during the 
perpetration of crimes, and the name of the feeling 
Rousseau dwelt on the lips of Jourdan, the head*** 

chopper! „.. 

" The knowledge which I had of the duke of Or- 
leans, would not justify an imputation, that he was the- 
author of those daring attempts.. But unfortunately 
for him, they were never mentioned without his nanie>. 
a deep stain? which even ages will not wash off. 
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^ I had, for a long time, renounced the design tt 
makkig him the founder of a new dynasty. It is how- 
evev but too true, that the moi^ the revolutionary ir- 
ruption extended, the less was Louis XVI. capable of 
arresting its devastation. It was alike but too true; 
that it threatened to become universal, and that unless 
a powerful oj^dtion was made against it, it would 
overwhelm France, and perhaps all Europe. Where 
was this opposition to be found ? I never was able to 
say, ikJT can I yet, unless it is in a change of the 
dynasty. 

*' When I left the ministry,! took the command oi, 
the army. I had a right to calculate, that the exten- 
sive and absolute influence, which this post gives over 
the soldiers, would enable me to bring about this de- 
sign. . W^ere I speaking before any one but you, Sire, '^ 
added Dumouricz, I might stand in need of a justifi- 
cation ; but you are aware, that my conduct had al- 
ways for 'its aim the tranquillity of Europe, and. the 
happiness of my country. 

" Unable to find in the father the hero, whom I 
sought to restore the monarchy, I thought of the son, 
tj2 
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This young man, endowed with great cotrage, with a 
philosophic mind, a generous heart, a noble chamcter, 
appeared to me worthy of the throne daring a tempes- 
tuous retgn over men, still in&oned with a revokitioB* 
.ary spirit. The more I revolved this project in my 
mind, the more salutary it appeared to me. All my 
faculties frdm that moment were bent to accomr 
piishit. 

« It was not enough, however, that the new monarch 
should be proclaimed and acknowledged by the nrmy ; 
there is a power paramount to that of the bayonet, I 
mean opinion. It was necessary to obtain its sanction. 

<< Circumsttoces &vQured me wonderfully. On 
one side) the excesses of anarchy, on the other, the 
attacks of the republicans were at once, as it were, 
the best means to overthrow a staggering authority, 
and were powerful levers to raise the new throne. 
There was nothing to do, but to employ the attenipt& 
of all parties to advanee.my plan, by preventing thdr 
taking advantage of it. 

^ While some faithfel emissanes, shrewd editor^, 
and vehement orators, kept the public mind in con 



Stent agitation, while they directed the intended 
changev a diexterous envoy decided your Majesty, and 
the stadthdder, to &yoar our designs with the power 
of yonr anns.r England alcme, owing to the rancorous 
enmity which she bears to France, promised her as- 
sbtance to Orleans^ who was then openly the patron 
of pillage and disorder. 

^ In order to add the natuitd means, that chance 
and circumstances had thrown in my way, to those 
which myindustry might procure, I thought I ought 
to attempt something near that prince ; I determined 
to visit lum, and to find out the views of the principal 
men of each party. 

« It was some days previous to the 10th. of August ; 
symptoms of insurrection were stamped on every 
countenance. On the eve of a struggle, upon which 
depended the fate of the empire, and that of the moor 
arch, the court had not yet thought of adopting meas- 
ures of defence. The attack was about to be made, 
and even those who directed it, had not determined 
what mod^ of government they should substitute to 
that existing, provided they were successful. Whsi^ 
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I informed them of my views^ and mentioned the 
duke of Chartresy as the fittest person to realize ^em« 
they all seemed satisfied, and expressed their gratitude 
by a formal consent. I must, however, except that 
inconsiderable number of republicans, courageous 
enough to conspire against a king, but too proud to 
give him a successor. 

" A few days before that, which was to be the last 
of the /royalty of the Bourbons, I visited the duke of 
Orleans, when all parties supposed his head was de- 
signed to wear the crown falling from that of Louis 
XVI. The duke, seated at a table served with splen- 
dour, among a number of indulgent women, and five 
or six sycophants, disburthened himself beforehand 
of the care of his future emjHre ; he recalled to my 
mind Sancho Pan^ governor of Barataria.- 

^ The moment, which precedes the fall of a great 
empire, is terrible. Each of those who assail it, 
having separate views, gives a personal impulse to his 
effprts. I wimessed this manoeuvre at the epoch} 
which I mention. Among the assailants, some were 
devoted to, and paid by England, which ostensibly 
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protected the duke of Orleans, but whose secret views 
were to place the duke of Yorie on the throne of 
France ; others made war for the sake of war, like 
true pardzans, to enrich themselves with the spcnls of 
others; a third party, and it was unfortunately by 
much the most numerous, aihd the most devoted, had 
projected the destruction of all authority, without so 
much as reflecting, that it should be placed in other 
hands. The sudden dissolution of all sodal ties, was 
the aim]of this barbarous horde ; pillage and assassina- 
don were to be their pirincipal means, and the satiety 
of all passions their reward. The friends of puMic 
independence, too virtuous to share in their prime^ 
endeavoured, either frtmi political motives, or want of 
delicacy, to turn those crimes tathe advantage of their^ 
system. As to the royal party, weak, pusillanimous, 
and divided, they possessed no resources, either in 
their own existence, or in the morals of him, in whose 
defence they armed. The small number of pure and 
disinterested royalists, who have served the monarchy 
or the king through patriotism, was in an exact pro- 
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portion to that of the true friends of liberty, in^ho 5ei*ve 
at present the republic for herself. 

^ Thus were things situated, when the mine ex- 
ploded. Notwithstanding the promises of my party, 
and the opinion of some of the members, I was sensi- 
ble, that it was necessary to wait a more calm moment 
for the bauguration of the duke of Chartres. I calcu^ 
hited, that the tiiumph of anarchy would be^as dreadful, 
as its duration would be short, and that that duration 
would be still shorter, if it met with no obststcle. If 
instead of overrunning the frontier, your Majesty's 
army, advancing in the path of victory, had early in 
August inundated the shores of the Seine, the change 
would have been effected without delay, and without 
bloodshed, and calm would have succeeded. 

'^ Meanwhile, the duke of Orleans, with whom I 
had maintained an interc6urse, which the instruction 
of his sons confided to my care, seemed to render 
necessary, and in consequence of which you will see 
that the party founded on me their principal hopes, 
sent me an invitation to. see him at his palace on an 
appointed day, which was the 28th. of August. 
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^ On the evening of the 27th. m ordinary carringe 
stopped at my door ; a. lady came out of ity who^ with- 
out sending in her name, requested a private inter- 
view ; I ordered her to be admitted, and was astoti* 
ished, when I recognised the dutchess of Orleans. 

^< In a body afRicted by continual infirmities, this 
princess possessed a virtuous and feeling heart. A 
perfect stranger to the intrigues of court,- and to the 
plots of the revolution, she spends her days, formerly 
so peaceable, and now so agitated, in a solitude, which 
she solaces by generous deeds. If she still mingles 
with the world, it is on account of her connexion 
with the duke, her husband, whose excesses she la- 
ments and excuses, and still more from a tender 
affection for her children, whom she aids with her 
wise counsels. 

" When she arrived at my house, she was pale and 
trembling, and could hardly speak distincjtly. I was 
too well acquainted with tlie modesty of her wishes, 
and with het reluctance for grandeur, to impart to her 
my projects respecting her son. The situation, in 
which I saw her, made me apprehend, that she had 
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discovered my designs ; but I soon learnt that her 
solicitude had a different cause." 

One of the women, attached to her household, and 
whose husband belcmged to that of the duke^ as she 
offered in the morning her homage to the princess, 
had said, that before long she should substitute to the 
title of royal highness that of majesty. A remark of 
this kind had agitated Madame d'Orleans extremely, 
who, for the first time in her life, attempting to inves- 
tigate political mysteries, had indulged an inquiry into 
the conduct and plans of her husband ; and she had 
discovered what follows. 

" A body of insurgents, organized at once in St 
Anthony's and St. Marceau's suburbs, but whose head 
quarters were to be the palace of Orleans, was to seize 
on the barriers, and on all the military posts, on the ~ 
marine hotel, where the executive council held hs 
sittings, on the treasury office, and on the hall where 
the deputies deliberated ; while those deputies, an 
^whom little dependence could be placed, were to be 
arrested under various pretences ; those, whose opin- 
ion was made up or bought, were to open a debate 
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upon the urgent necessity of attending to the state of 
the nation, and of restoring order, by substituting to 
the feeble and vacillating agency, which had adminis- 
tered for eighteen days, a stable anid permanent 
government. At that moment numerous deputations, 
speaking in the name of all classes in society, were to 
ask tiie duke of Orleans for their king, and to place 
his bust, cppwned with flowere, on the table of the 
assembly. Several members, affecting to oppose this 
xnotion, were to avoid pointing out the dangers of its 
result, and to expatiate on its advantages only. During 
the debates, which were to be continued 'designedly, 
numerous handbills, and pamphlets distributed for the 
purpose, and pathetic orators were to operate on the pub- 
lic feelings, and to prepare, determine, and carry away 
the public mind. One hundred waggon loads of grain 
were to be distributed among the indigent, and some 
hundred hogsheads of wine placed in the different 
quarters of the town, {or the use of the mob^ a 
million of money, judiciously divided, ^as to be paid 
-at the same time ; assurances of internal tranquillity^ 
-of peace abroadj.and of general happiness were to 
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complete this plan of revolution. The duke of Orleans, 
apparently forced out of his palace by an adoring liiob, 
was to be carried by them to the assembly, where the 
presidential chair, become a throne, was to receive the 
new monarch. His wife, the object of the same en- 
thusiasm, was to share in his honours ; the royal pair 
were to be saluted by the acclamations of the people, 
to receive the approbation of the legislative body, and 
the oath of allegiance from the public functionaries, 
and what was not less important, they were to be 
acknowledged by, and receive the homage of some 
foreign ambassadors. A new ministry, organized 
beforehand, were to cause to be proclaimed through 
Paris the memorable events of the day, and multiplied 
couriers were to disseminate the news throughout the 
empire, and a second distribution of new coin, bearing 
the effigy of Philip, was to reconcile the people to 
the justice and necessity of this happy change.* : 

" The dutchess could n6t give all the details of this 
plot without much grief and a flood of tears, she was 
alarmed at the idea of succeeding the queeuj and oi 
becoming a queen herself*- I discovered, that ambi- 
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tion does not produce moderate desires nor moderate 
disgust. Sir, said she to me, you undoubtedly have 
over the duke a great influence as a distinguished 
general, and to the governor of his children. Use 
that ascendancy^ I entreat you, to make him renounce 
this fetal project) in which I cannot foresee public fe- 
Mdty, but which is pregnant with our individual mis- 
fortunes. Alas I since he has shared in my tender- 
ness, why did he not share, in my projects. A luxuri- ^ 
ant country seat might have been the asylum of «a 
happy pair, and had he wanted a crown, each day the 
hand of friendship would have woven one for him qC 
the choicest flowers. 

^ This respectable woman moved me, and I confess, 
that when* I pronused her to serve her near her hus- 
band, whose plot counteracted mine, I thought more 
of him than I did of myself. 

^ Being left alone, I minuted the information, which 
I had just received, and which opened for me a vast 
field for reflection, and a deep source of fears. I felt 
convinced, that admitting the existence and execution 
of tWs promptly premeditated and bold enterprise, 



232- '^^^'^ MAGSikUDr 

mine, in which I saw exclusively the safety of the 
slate, would be annihilated. Although it was late, I 
determined to call immediately on the duke. 

^ He was reftplendent. The hope of success made 
him blind upon the accidents which might defeat lus 
views. Af^r embradng me with an immoderate joy, 
he began to g^ve me an account of the conjuratioQ 
resembling much the account given by the dutchess, 
and diiTeiing only in a few details, and the brilliant 
colouring of his expressions. The prince was wann- 
ly engaged in tins communicadon, when' a valet de 
chambre approached him, and whispered in his ear ; 
let him come in, said he, the general doe^ not intrude, 
as he was to know every thing tomorrow, he may as 
well know it today. 

^ At these words the duke arising x-an towai^s the 
door of his apartment, into which eight persons were 
introduced, among whom I recognised Robespierre, 
JJunton, Marat, Billaud de Varennes, and an Italian 
named Rotondo. Tlie three others were unknown 
to mc 
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^ Gentlemen, said the dufce of Orleans to them, I 
beg leave to introduce general Dumouriez, on whose 
friendship and fidelity you may rely. Billaud de Va* 
remies and Danton came towards me, and took my 
hand in token of friendship, Robespierre saluted me 
cooly, and Marat set himself down in an arm chair 
with disgust. 

' ^ Before we were all seated, and silence restored, 
the servants covered the sideboard with a variety of 
cooling drills, and retired. 

'' My lord, said Danton, at the moment that we 
think ourselves safe in port, we are again driven on ' 
the ocean by a violent tempest. The transition from 
one government to another is through a narrow strait, 
the further we advance, the greater di£Bculties we 
encounter. 

** What is the matter, inquired the duke ? The In- 
eorrufidble will inform you of it, said Danton, as he 
pointed to Robespierre, oil whom he smiled slyly. 

^^ I have long since repeated, said the latter, that 
halfway measures are false, and involve the ruin of 
em{ures. That remark is more true with rei^ct 
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to a conspiracy^* Since it is demonstrated, that suc- 
cess alone can absolve the crime, those, who embark 
in it, must commit the whole crime, or perish. Let 
lis speak frankly, we have hitlierto known nothing but 
the tUeoiy of conspiracies, our souls are panic struck^ 
when we attempt the practice. The doctrine of our * 
adversaries is ^vcry different, and in that particular I 
approve them much. While you deliberate courage- 
ously upon their detention and their exile, they decree 
your death. Duke of Orleans, thou believest, that 
in two days thou shalt be a king, two days hence thou, 
bhalt be led ,to a scaffold 1 

'^ Yes, my lord, vociferated Marat, shaking his great 
.coat, unless you give a decisive blow, you are a dead 
man, and we must descend with you into the grave, 
and France must again be subjected to the tyranny of 
the Bourbons. The tygers stripped of their crown 
conspire in the darkness of their dungeon ; we have 
indubitable proof, that in a few days we shall expire 
by the daggers of the assassins. 

<< A sad per^ctive, added Billaud, casting towards 
the ceiling a sinister look accompanied by a deep sigh I 
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^ Ai*e there no means to save us> said Rotondo la 
his Italian accent ? 

^ Well, gentlemen) replied the duke^ as he wiped 
a profuse perspiration from his forehead, what is to 
be done ? 

" My lord is very warm, exclaimed affectionately 
dne of the unknown individuals, he rose, ran to the 
sideboard, and poiu*ed a large tumbler full of lemonade, 
which he presented to the duke, who swallowed it at 
one draught, smiled on the polite butler, and said, as 
he placed the tumbler on the waiter, * delicious, faith I' 

" What remedy, answered Robespierre ? Human- 
ity, justice, politics, and history, all combine to indicate 
one ; but it requires courage to use it. 

^ Can my lord be suspected of wanting courage, 
said Danton, when he is surrounded by the most vig- 
orous athletes of the revolution ? Shall the rearing of 
the new thix>ne require more courage, than did the de- 
molishing of the former ? 

" The duke, as he rose, seized on Danton's hand» 
which he squeezed cordially, observing, you know. 
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DantoD, that I have in you the most unbounded con- 
fidence.** 

** Now then you can prore it, continued the latter,. 
trust your safety in our hands. 

" Why not, exclaimed Marat, with rage, tell him 
the whole truth at once I Is he already a king, that 
it requires subterfuges ? My lord, when Cromwell 
wished to reign, he led -Charies to the block. 

^ And he reigned honouraUy and peaceably, added 
Billaud de Varennes. 

" Until that moment I had been ulent, but apalled 
by this horrid mode of reasoning, and the atrocious and 
butcher-like gestures of Marat ; how, gentlemen, ex- 
claimed I, ^penetrated with horror, how then, would 
you dare to commit regicide V* 

I had hardly dropped the word, when the conspirar 
tors, like sojmany furies, started up. The duke of 
Orleans on one side, Danton on the other, interposed 
in vain, the one his authority, the other his Stentorian 
^ice ; they neither hear, nor obey. They surround 
' me, they abuse me in coarse language, and threaten 
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me. An involuntary movement made me attempt to 
grasp the hilt of my swoi-d, forgetting that I had left 
it in the antichamber ; this gesture exasperated the 
assassins^ for tvhat other name can I gi|e them? 
Marat leaps towards me, and holds me &st, I discover 
a knife in the hands of Rotondo ; danger and indigna* 
tion add to my strength ; I seize on Marat, and stran* 
gle the ruffian, I throw him on a sofa, from which he 
M\s rolling on the floor, and biting the cavpet. This 
vigorous resistance inspired them with terror, and re** 
stored order. I endeavoured to go avray, the duke en* 
treated me to remain, and to forget this scene. Which 
he sincerely lament^ ; Danton gave his colleagues a 
severe rebuke, attempted to excuse them in my eye, 
and, supposing that I differed but little in sentiments 
from him, and that I was agreed in principles, opin- 
ions, and projects, he invited us to use our exertions 
for the common cause. The superior interest, in 
which I felt engaged, conquered my reluctance ; I 
soon comprehended, that in order to satisfy my curi- 
osity, that to be useful, I must dissemble. The duke 
personally offered and presented to us refreshing 
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liquors. Marat, ashamed of ids overthrow) looked at 
ine maliciously ; Robespierre, pale and trembling, had 
been obliged to sit down. 

^ The tremendous deliberation was resumed. - But 
ray imprudence had damped their minds, and chained 
their tongues. The duke in vain told the conspirators, 
thai I was on their dde, that J thought as they did; 
the honest saUf of my frankness had betrayed me^ 
they seemed to read on each other^s forehead my en* 
mity and their senten^. 

<< Prudence, which an instant of reflection had call- 
ed to my aid, suggested to me, that I might dictate to 
them. Gentlemen^ said I, you yrould be bad judges 
of the human hearty if in the unguarded movement, 
which you have witnessed, you could find an apology 
for the captive king, or a reflection on your intentions. 
I am as much opposed as you are to his restoration, 
and, like, you, 1 am convinced, that it is necessary ta 
seat on the throne a monarch of a popular race. But 
having reflected less than you have on the means 
which you propose^ and which you must confess are 
extraordinary) I could not avoid a sensation of fear. 
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The spectacle of a king, hurled from the throne, and 
cast into a dungeon, dying by the dagger of an assassin, 
is calculated to astonish and even to trighten ! 

*^ Robespierre interrupted me, now said he, that I 
am acquainted with your error, I think it excusable. 
We do not project a murder I We intend to have 
a legal trial. Louis shall be tried and condemned as 
srny other nuin, and the executioner alone shall be the 
murderer. 

^ I should prefer to have him killed in ^ public 
commotion," said Rotondo. 

^ But how shall we screen the communes from 
their responsibility," answered BiHaud de Varennes ? 

^ I must confess to. you, that these proceedings 
make me extremely uneasy, observed the candidate 
for royalty, with a sigh." 

*^ What a man 1" exclaimed Marat, as he stamped 
witli his foot on the floor. 

^ Robespierre, at this moment, taking a paper from 
his pocket, read a plan, by which it was proposed, that 
the day succeeding the duke's inauguration, the new 
monarch should summon a deputy from each depart-. 
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ment to jtidge Le^is XVI. and none but men to I>e 
dependediipon were to be elected. 

^'But Danton insisted upon it, that those delays 
would have a tendency to save the king, and portended 
ruin to those, who should have dethroned him, and 
brought him to trial. Whatever may be the success 
df this afF^r, added he, the most eligible course is the 
death of Louis XVI. and even that is not sufficient ; 
the sap of this royal branch ought to be dried up, un- 
less you wish it to produce new shoots ; you do not 
know the prolific powers of this plant. Why should 
you, besides, look so far for instruments ? They are 
at hand, cannot the sovereign insurrection, which shaU 
enthrone one king, rid you of another ? Do you re- 
quire so much precaution, such prepai'ations to take 

' off his head, whose crown yoij have aiatched from 
his brow ? What is the guillotine after all ? A mere 
touch on the neck, Louis's spinal miarrow will be as 
obedient, as that of liis meanest subject. 

" This cannibal like speech spread the countenance* 
of the conspirators with a ferocious smile. He, for 

whose benefit murder was to be perpetrated, seemed 
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Tklane not to relish it. Rotondo laughed immoderatelyj 
as he whispered to Billaud de Varennes, who, thought- 
ful and pausing, met with a Sardonic smile the san- 
guinary epigrams of his colleagues. 

^ Danton, when he resumed his speech, obtained a 
decision, that the insurrection, agreed upon for the ■ 
Installation of Philip, should be preluded by the sol- 
emn trialand execution of the prisoners of the Tem- 
ple. But in order to rid the new monarch of all his 
enemies, and that the friends of the andent king, who 
had shared in his greatness, might also share in his 
disasters, it was agreed, that they should be compre- 
hended in the same proscription. The committee of 
safety of the communes, over which Billaud presided, 
• was charged with the execution of those bloody mea- 
sures, which Danton, the minister of justice, was to 
clothe with fictitious legal forms, by countenancing 
ihem officially. 

c 

" You may conceive. Sire, the lacerating sensations, 
which tormented my breast during tiiose infernal ses- 
sions. Robespierre had just di'awn a firoceas-verbal 
of the whole, which he was reading, -when the dutch- 
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ess of Orleans entered without being announced. Her 
sudden appearance disconcerted the conspirators, and 
npalled them What is your wish, Madame, ex- 
claimed the duke, as he met her to prevent her ad- 
vancing ? Is this an hour, added he, with temper and 

' brutality, to enter my apartment thus abruptly I 

My presence is always seasonable, answered the dutch- 
ess in angelic accents,, when it can prevent crimes* 
Why this assembly ? What is the object of your de- 
liberations ? Who are the gentlemen, that surround 
you ? Ah ! my lord duke, what would you be at ? 
Is it not enough that you no longer consider me asxi 
tender wife ? Do* you wish to punish me as an ene- 
my ? What do you say, Madame, interrupted Philips 
who misunderstood the meaning of the last words ? 
Can you even suppose, that any plots are formed 

against your person ? You judge rashly, and do not 

understand me, replied the dutchess ; if I trembled 
for myself alone, I should not be here at this moment. 
I do not value life enough to save it by askii^g it of 
you. But there are other trials, with which you can 
^ssiail my heart more sensibly ; what do I say ? You 
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are about to inflict them, and it is to s^y your hand 
that I fall at your feet- 

** Madame d'Orleans actually embraced her hus- 
band's knees, who much agitated by a scene, which 
he so little expected, helped her up, embraced her 
with warmth, and led her to an arm chair, as he 
wiped his eyes. 

*( This sudden gust of sensibility disconcerted the 
conspirators ; they formed a group iti the comer of 
the room to consult each other, while the dutchess^ 
.improvmg the first impression, endeavoured by every 
mean to<K>mplete her victory. I thought it my duty 
to as^^t her ; .full of indignation at the sentences just 
pronounced, and humbled to think, that a womsoi oould 
plead with more interest the cause of humanity, my lord, 
said I to the duke, obey the generous feelings awaken- 
ed in your soul by Madame. Whatever favours fate 
may have in store for you, do not stain them with 
blood, and above all, do not stain yourself with that of 

your king The dutchess,who was ignorant of half tho 

plot, understood it fully by these last words. She was 
at&rst overcome She was motionless, incapable of ut- ' 
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rering a wordf and seemed thunder struck. A flood ol 
tears relieved her ; is it possible, exclaimed she, in a 
doleftil accent, is it possible, that you have conceived 

the criminal thought I.....I cannot proceed ! What 

the blood of Louis XVII Your relationr !.....Your 

king I Oh ! what have I done to heaven to see my 

deetinks linked with those of such a monster ? As 

she pronounced the last words, she rose, turned her 
head with horror, and fled. Danton advanced ; you 
are about to sacrifice us» said he, but you shall perish 

with us Deprive ibe of life to screen me from the 

sight of your crimes Madame, for heaven's sake 

be calm, added the duke of Orleans...,. For heaven's 
sake 1 exclaimed his virtuous wife, in the loud accents 
of despair ! Thou darest invoke heaven, and it does 
not crush thee ! For whom does it reserve its ven- 
geance ?.....And changing Iier tone and attitude ; but 
what have I said, pursued she ? Alas 1 whilst I ex- 
Jiaust my strength in empty threats, perhaps the 
regicide sentence is carried into execution ! Cruel 
men, added she, addressing the conspirators with 
teal's, will you dare to embrue your hands in the blood 
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of St. Louis ! Ah I should they ever be stained with 
it, the stain cannot be washed but by the effusion of 

your own I But, no, you shall not spill that blood ! 

You will respect a fettered monarch, whom a long 
captivity and constant humiliations have punished too^ 
severely for his weakness. Some of you are fathers' j 
you, my lord duke, are a father ! And the imfortunate 
Louis is a father also ! What, would become of an 
innocent and wretched family, should you tear them 
from parental embraces ? A young and timid virgin, 
a son not less amiable than helpless ; tlieir young 
hands, royal hands, are bruised with fetters 1 Well let 
them wear them to the grave ! Let those, who were 
destined to shine on the first throne in the world, lan- 
guish in a dungeon I But spare, oh ! spare ! their 
father*s life ! the life of him, who was once your king, 

and who is still a man, as you are I Ah 1 gentlemen, 

^ see tears in your eyes, stifle not those magnanimousr 
signs of your sensibility. Deserve to become power- 
ful by being just, and shewing yourselves humane !.... 
" I give but an imperfect sketch of this interesting 
ond- sublime scene, virtue, disconsolate virtue, bathed 
y2 
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in tears the bloody hapds of crime. Tlie conspirators- 
either through repentance or policy (and the sequel 
*bhews that policy was their motive) requested Mad- 
ame d'Orleans to subdue her fears, and pledged 
themselves to spare the king's life. Until now they 
have kept their word. 

'' As early as the next day, I received orders to- 
quit Pans to- join the army. Hardly had I arrived,, 
when part of the plot of the conspirators was realized.. 
We learn now, that the invasion and progress of his 
Prussian Majesty served as a pretence to the execu- 
tioners. 

" Your intention, sire, seems to be to deprive them^ 
of even a pretence, by acquiescing in the desires o£ 
Louis XVI. mine coincides with yours. Perhaps a 
happier day will dawn, in which the diplomatic inter- 
ference of your miajesty, more than your arms, will 
enable me to realize the projects, which I have form- 
ed for the happiness of my country. Meanwhile, 
avert the impejxding storm, which threatens ihe dun- 
geon, within the walls of which the king groans. If 
I am allowed to submit my opmion to your enlighten^ 
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ed council, open a negotiation with those, who direct 
the French helm, which may at the same time accel- 
erate the establishment of a regular administration 
and the liberty of Louis XVI.'* 

Frederick William had listened to the narration of 
Dumouriez with that interest which it was calculated, 
to inspire. The king's council was not less moved 
by his pathetic narration. They deliberated and 
unanimously advised the retreat of the Prussian, army, 
which ^vas immediately effected ; I obtained also, 
without difficulty, the reddition of Longwi and Verdun.. 
I enclose, for your majesty, an authentic duplicate of * 
the secret articles of the negotiation, to which I sub- 
join the king of Prussia's letter. 

ANSWER OF FREDERICK WILLIAM TO LOUIS XVI. 
(Voucher, No. 10.) 
" Cousin, 

" When I led, on the French territoiy, the veteran 
bands, which the great Frederick had trained to vie- * 
tory, my intention was to rid France of that monster, 
anarchy. Through a fatality, which I severely lament, 
the means employed to restore order serve as a pre- 
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tence to disturb it more. I should alike betray yovif 
majesty's virishes, and my personal views, should I 
pursue triumphs, purchased with the blood and tears 
of your faithful friends. I shaft withdraw, land wait 
patiently, under an armed neuti*ality, the result of the 
great eyents now in debjite, 

*^ After informing your majesty of my intentions as 
a king, let me be allowed to express my wishes as a 
relative and friend. If I were permitted to boast of 
the sensations, which these relations excite in my bo- 
som, I should not confine my zeal to empty protesta- 
tions. 

" Upon which I pray God, cousin, to have you in 
liis holy keeping, and to restore your majesty without 
delay to entire liberty." 

(Signed) Frederick William. 

Such was the recital of the envoy. When Louis 
read it, he was, at the same time, thunderstruck with 
the villainy of the duke of Orleans, with the atrocious 
policy of his advisers, with the machiavelism of Du- 
mouriez, and the tortuous politics of the king of Prus- 
sia* What soothed the lacerated heart of the unfortu- 
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Hate monarch, under the weight of this base treachery; 
was the reflection, that peace was again smiling oa the 
frontiers, since the retreat of the Prussian army j and he 
derived great comfort from the information of the 
celestial courage, displayed by the virtuous dutchess 
of Orleans. Thus a kind providence mixes drops. of 
c(»isolation in the cup of affliction, to convince 4is, that 
while justice deals the blow, mercy does not forsake 
us, and that chastisements are more proportioned to 
our weakness} than to God's severity. 



SIXTH NIGHt. 



Let us resume the details of my new confinement 
in the abbey. 

The companions of my misfortune were separated 
from me, when we entered this prison, and were 
lodged in solitary cells. Some dismal recollections 
Were attached to my new habitation. It had been 
occupied during the dreadful massacres of September 
^y M. de Montmorin, the king'is minister, Thierrj' 
his valet de chambre, and abbes Rastignac and L'Eun 
fant, two respectable old men, who, from the chapel, 
where they gave absolution to tlie victims claimed by 
the executioners, descended with the same calm and 
Resignation to the gates, where they became martyrs 
tiiemselvcs. 
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I remained but one night in this sad mansion ; tlie 
next day, I was transferred to the Conciergerie. I was 
shut up in. solitary confinement, and remained there 
two hours, after which, the door of my dungeon was 
opened, and a bailiff, after calling me by name, con- 
ducted me before a magistrate. 

In a large office, in a remote part of the court house, 
were seated two men, dressed in black, having on their 
heads hats covered with plumes and decorated with a 
tricoloured riband. One of them was the president, 
and the other the clerk of the extraordinary tribunal 
established on the 17th. of August, to judge those ac- 
cused of the crime of counter revolution. ' These 
gentlemen interrogated me in a superficial manner, 
on my relations with the royal family. They were 
not ignorant of the motive of my first arrestation, but 
whether they considered this of little impoitaaice, or 
rather, whether the first interrogation was a mere 
matter of form, I had no reason to find fault with dieir 
questions. When they had examined me, they ordered, 
that I should be transferred to the Temple. I thought, 
that my devotedness for the royal prisoners beln^ 
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known, they wished to punish me by loading me with 
the same chains ; I esteemed this arbitrary act as a re- 
ward, and, elated with joy, sat out with the guard, and 
proceeded to the tower. * 

They confined me to the antichamber of the apart- 
ment, where I had slept when I first visited the king. 
I was not long alone ; they introduced me into the 
apartment itself. 

My astonishment cannot be described, atid my grief 
was equal to my wonder, when opposite to a table 
covered with a green carpet, and at which were seated 
three judges, I saw Messrs. Malesherbes, Chamilly, 
and Clery. They stood with their heads juncovered, 
I was placed near them in the same posture. I then 
vmderstood, that we appeared before the tribunal, which 
had already signalized its existence by a merciless 
severity. 

The judge, who acted as president, allowed us to 
be seated. Four paces from us, there remained an ' 
empty seat. A woman was soon introduced ; her no* 
We deportment, her lofty mien, her proud looks, an- 
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flounced the queen. I cannot conceal what an e€B&ct 
thb unexpected encounter had on us ; we had not yet 
been habituated to see royal majesty bend under pop- 
ular power. 

We rose when Antomette entered) the president 
invited her to be seated, and ordered us to do the same. 
I obeyed^ manifesting to her majesty by a lo(^> how 
involuntary this want of respect was in me. 

The proceedings coriimenced ; the clerk read the 
charge preferred against us, it was short, and contained 
two principal points. The correspondence of the 
queen with the chiefs of the emigrants armed against 
France, and the means by which the Mends of Antoi- 
nette facilitated this correspondence ; she was accused 
of carrying it on, and we were accused of procuring 
the means. There were against us but vague cir- 
cumstances, founded more on presumption than upon 
evidence, they offered against her a more material 
' proof. 

, In fact, one .of the judges, who acted as reporter, 
produced, to substantiate the accusation, a cravat of 
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nmslio,^ the hem of which contained a Icmg strip <t 
fine paper. On this strip the following letter, which 
was read, was written. 

LETTER OF THE QUEEN WITHOUT DIRECTION. 

(Voucher, No. 11.) 

'^ I am toid that there are two parties existing,' one 
desirous of restoring to the king that power transmit- 
ted to him by Henry IV. the other of rendering his 
authority more firm by limitmg it. These two rival 
parties injure each other by their divisions ; united 
they might command and give birth to events. But to 
effect their union, which the king approves, they ask 
the sacrifice of my rights, of my maternal love ! They 
exact that hurled from the throne, I should be con- 
founded and mingle with the crowd. Such are the 
proposals made to me, and here is my answer. 

I should be more base, and become more guilty than 
the rebels, who have loaded me with chains, if I could 
stoop to purchase my liberty upon the conditions offer* 
ed. Daughter of an emperor, the wife of a monaixh, 
M^d the mother of the Dauphin of France, I must live 
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with a crown on my head, or loose my life. My bta- 
tion is the throne or the scaffold. Royal blood of Ma- 
ria Theresa ! I shall pour thee as pure as I have re- 
ceived thee ; and you noble child, -whom nature made 
my son, whom the laws will make my sovereign, you 
shall never have to complain of my want of love or 
respect. One day, when you shall have recovered 
from our oppressors the bloody inheritance of your 
forefathers, you will repeat with gratitude ; " Antoi^ 
nette disdained life^ and refused liberty y rather ihanfiur" 
chase either by disgrace,**^ 

A short silence succeeded the reading of this letter, 
during which a disdainful pride displayed itself in the 
altitude, and darted .from the looks of the queen. M. 
de Malesherbes, that philosopher, habituated to read 
on the countenance the feelings of the soul, was struck 
with tlie great character of the princess ; I could not 
view her without emotion, and even her judges looked 
at her with veneration. Do you own this letter, said 

the president to her ? I wrote merely to express my 

sentiments, but since it is known, it gratifies my 
pride Who are your accomplices ?...„This question 
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premises, that I have already answered another affirm- 
atively. 'Accomplices I Who told you that I had 

any ? Your letter is an answer to proposals made..... 

Do you then believe me ungrateful enough to name 
their authors ?..... The law bids you do it... Justice for- 
bids it The proofs, required by justice, through the 

means of the law, manifest clearly, that they stand by 
your side If you know them, why do you interro- 
gate me on the subject ? 

M. de Malesherbes could no longer contain him- 
self, and remain silent ; Mr. president, exclaimed he, 
as lie flew from his seat, you have asserted that those^ 
to whom the queen has written, and whom you arc 
pleased to call her accomplices, were known to you j 
you have added, that they stood at her side ; pray, sir, 
do you mean to implicate us ? The president answer- 
ed that apostrophe by observing, that truth soon re- 
vealed would easily confound imposture, whose pun- 
ishment the law should inflict. 

Then addressing the queen, Madame, said he, this 
heroism, which you so loudly proclaim, is but a mask . 
for your dissimulation. Your letter proves, that two 

22 
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paities exist, one with aii intention to restore tJie king 
to the fulness of his powers, and that sovereignty just 
conquered by the people ; the other to consolidate his 
authority by modifying it ; both concur to rescue your 
husband from the captivity imposed on him by the rep- 
resentatives of the nation. Although the two factions 
seem to have diffeixjnt views, yet we have the proof, 
that those views coincide in some degree. The first 
Jink of this conspiring chain, prepared to shackle 
liberty, is placed on the borders of the Rhine, the last 
is made fast in Paris, and we have hold of it. 

Antoinette, pleased as much as surprised, that this 
affair, by a false appearance, that was fevourable to 
her, would mislead the tribunal, which she wished to 
deceive, answered the president ; I have already de- 
clared to you, sir, that I not only acknowledge this 
letter, but that I esteem it an honourable production. 
Could you, gentlemen, without being the most unjust 
of men, impute to me as a crime sentiments the most 
natural, and the most magnanimous ? I conspire to 
restore to the king his crown and his liberty ; I do not 
deny it. Which of you in my situation would act dif- 
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.ferentiy ? All dethroned monarchs conspire to regain 
their empire. Every prisoner conspires to regain his 
liberty. Let their oppressors add to their vigilance. 
You ferther say ; that my hopes are concentrated in the 
phalanxes beyond the Rliine ; I will confess that also, 
' Surrounded by persecutors and enemies, is it not 
natural, that I should accept the services of thpse, who 
&r {rota, me have armed in my defence ? Do you re- 
fuse those, who arm in yours ? And since the armies 
are both in the field, is it not the duty of bofli to make 
every exertion to gain the victory ? Where are the laws, 
that forbid me to make the attempt ? Proud enemies I 
pompous rivals of kings ! What kings do you wish to 
resemble by enact'ing such decrees ? Witli respect to 
the agents, whom you think you have discovered, with 
that frankness, which I profess, I think I ought to re- 
move your error. A faithful dove deceived my guards, 
and your bolts to bring me from the etherial regions a 
ray of hope. Who addressed it ? I know not. I intend- 
ed to have deposited under his protecting wing the hem, 
which contained my answer. Revolutionary magistrates! . 
Shall a timid dove inspire you with fears ? If you wish 
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for blood, come to the dungeon allotted me for a walk^ 
there you may seize the state criminal, and sacrifice 
his conspiring existence to the security of state i 

It is impossible to form an idea of the sarcastic toiiei 
which modulated the queen's voice, when she uttered 
the last words} ; of tlie hilarity, which spread our 
countenances, and of the consternation mixed with 
rage excited in the judges. After a moment of si- 
lence> the result of shame and embarrassment, during 
which Antoinette confovmded them with her triumph- 
ant looks, the president collected himself, and, in a 
low and faultering voice, consulted his colleagues, 
then in quivering accents he pronounced the order of 
our release. Madame, said he, to the queen, my 
opinion and my duty forbid me to form wishes for the 
success of your projects against the new government. 
But greatness of soul, energy of character, and calm 
presence of mind, are admirable at all times, and 1 
cannot refrain from paying homage to those great 
qualities, which distinguish you. Antoinette rose, 
crossed the hall with that dignity becoming the daugh- 
ter of Maria Theresa, and bowed to us with a calm 
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indifference. Clery was permitted to remain in the 
Temple ; I went out with the companions of my cap- 
tivity, who immediately set out to repair to M. de 
Malesherbes' country seat. 

Edwin, who had experienged much uneasiness in 
consequence of my new arrestation, embraced me with 
i4ie most sincere emotion. Rumour, which had in- 
formed him of my detention, had strangely deviated 
from the truth ; . my pupil thought, that I had beett 
condemned to follow Laporte and Durosoy'to the scaf- 
fold, therefore the pleasure, which he felt, when "we 
met, was in propoition to his former alarms, I observ- 
ed, that he dared not mention the prisoners j I gave 
him some account of them. He was enchanted with 
the bold determination, and with the triumph of the 
queen. She is fortunate, observed he, to be able to 
oppose a firm character and a bold countenance to the 
severity of events and circumstonces. Alas 1 the only 
arms of her daughter are her sweet disposition and 
anuable weakness I Fitz-Asland blushed, as he spoke 
these words, and stopped, fearing that he had said too 
much, and that he had offended me. But seizing his> 
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hand ; veil, my child, said I to him, how do you 
manage the wound of your heart I Ah ! my dear 
papa, answered he, each instant festers and enlai*ges 
it. In vain does reason paint the immense distance 
between me and the object of my love, love more cap- 
tious, more dexterous, brings her nearer to me. It 
even transforms the obstacles of an irksome captivity 
into means of success. Ib fact, are there no examples 
of gratittide*s obtaining what policy would refuse ? If I 
had snatched my adorable princess from the horrors of 
a dungeon, from the daggers of her assassins, who, 
more than I, would have a right to share her exist- 
ence ? Would she not be pledged to complete the 
happiness of him, who had restored her to the sweets 
of liberty ? Oh ! continued my pupil with sentimen- 
tal enthusiasm, why cannot I, by any means whatever, 
deliver her from the dark abode, where she languish- 
es ? Why cannot I cany her off in my loving arms, 
and, burthened with that precious loud, waft her be- 
yond the seas ? There she w^ould meet no aml^nious 
demagogues, who demolish the throne of a king to 
raise that of fortune j nor hardened souls, which arc 
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not melted .by the tears of beauty. There in an ob* 
scure retreat, in a rural retirement, my only happiness^ 
celestial and beloved girl, would be to be instrumental 
in thine ! Destined to adorn a throne, I should wish 
thee to reign on surrounding objects. Witli what 
joy would thy lover swear to thee eternal allegiance- 1 
What pleasure ! What ecstasy ! To raise for thee 
with my own hands, a throne of turf, to fan and shade 
thy charms with the green foliage, forming a verdant 
dome over thy enchanted form 1 To place on thy in- 
nocent bi-ow a crown of the fi^eshest flowers ! To 
compose thy court of the smiling beauties of the ham- 
let, whose gloiy thy attractions would constitute, 
whose delight thy goodness enhance ! And to obtain, 
as the reward of those tender cares, and " this pure 

love, a sweet glance, a seducing smile ! Ah ! my 

dear papa, added Edwin with teare hi his eyes, sn4 
a smile on liis lips, is not my project delightful ? 

Beholding with less horror the executioners of the 
royal family, less apalled by surrounding dangers 
which threatened it, far from participating in the 
chimerical projects of my pupil's, I ought to have ex- 



264 1^^ MAGDALEi^ 

erted my influence to bring him back to his right 
senses by the ascendancy and authority, wWch my 
age, as well as my character^ my profession, arid my 
principles gave me over him. But how could I resist 
the emotion excited by the glittering axe constantly 
suspended over those precious heads. Could any one 
be scrupulous on the means of averting it ? Fitz-As- 
land, by his birth, his fortune, his amiableness, and his 
connexions, might influence powerfully the destinies 
of the king. The last disaster, which I had experi- 
enced, and in which the unfortunate queen had been 
implicated^ removed my scruples. I calculated the 
power of a lever directed by love, and silencing the 
remonstrances of rigid morals, I resolved to make use 
of that instrument. Yet there might have arisen some 
inconvenience, and it would have been indecent t© 
flatter in my pupil a passion, which I wished to ren- 
der useful, but which I disapproved. I exposed to 
him the dangers pf it in a superficial manner, leaving 
to his heart and imagination the inquiry of seeking 
^for a remedy. Perhaps this conduct of mine was not 
free from imprudence. It is however free from 
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reproach. Wo to him ! who should see any thing in 
it but the purest friendship, and an absolute devoted- 
ness to the royal family. 

Two days elapsed, during which I was tormented 
with a severe fever. Not daring to trust any one to* 
continue inquiries, and to make new attempts, I bare- 
ly permitted Edwin some evening walks. When the 
city was wrapt in darkness, he occasionally sallied out 
under a gi'ey cloak, and by the light of the lamps used 
to take his stand 4n a solitary comer, facing the tower 
of the Temple. There his time of watching was 
divided into two equal portions. During the first, he 
attempted to observe, in the interior of the Temple, 
the movements of the prisoners, and of those, who 
surrounded them, and this observation was rendered 
daily more difficult, by the progress of the enclosures, 
which were constantly added to the prison. The 
second part was employed in modulating, in a soft 
tone on the flute, some romantic airs, which were not 
answered tlie first evening, but had been listened to, 
and were answered on the second by the repetition of 

the same airs on the piano forte. By the execution 
A a 



266 '^'^^ MAGDALEN 

and masterly touch, iny pupil judged, that the queen 
herself answered him ; a melancholy and sweet sym- 
phony having succeeded, Edwin had no longer any 
doubt, hut that it was produced by the fingers of Ma- 
ria Theresa. He even persuaded himself, that he 
must iiave been recognised, and that the piano had 
answered him, and not his fiute. Happy delusion of 
lovers ! Are the pleasures, which they derive from 
reality, equal to those afforded to thein by thy power ? 
Take thy magic veil from them, and thou destroyest 
their happiness. 

On the third day, the fever, which tormented .me, 
became alarming ; it was on the twenty first of Sep- 
tember. It increased strangely, when the evening pa- 
pers brought me the news of the day. The convention 
had held its first setting, and had signalized it, by de- 
claring France a republic. My opinion and my sen- 
timents are not entirely averse to that form of gov- 
ernment, without doubt the itiost reasonable, and prob- 
ably the most natural. Bom under a constitution, in 
which powers, duly balanced between the monarch 
and the people, maintain a perfect equilibrium ; bred 
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from my infancy in the principles of Delolme, and 
accustomed to discuss, and judge the operations of 
our parliaments, I could not be inimical to a constitu- 
tion, which placed France under a similar system. 
But I confess, that it was not without fears, and with- 
out horror, that I heard the sacred word rejiubUc fix)m 
the mouths of the most sanguinaiy men. It seemed 
to me, that they silently decreed the death of royalty, 
that they disgraced the cradle of independence. It 
belonged to the most virtuous men to proclaim that 
government, which supposes and commands all the 
virtues. 

Manuel, who visited me on the next day, removed 
• my fears in some degree. Events hurried us away 
observed he, in their rapid flight, we were compelled 
to yield. Before wc mentioned the democratic form, 
our intention was to blend it with the system of mon- 
archy, to make it take root in public opipion, in the 
po|xilar morals ; for the revolution now under opera- 
tion wants but men. But the demagogues, who believe 
that overleaping all bounds is to arrive at the desired 
point, wished to decree a revolutionary government, 
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that is, to arm legally thfe public administration and the 
revolted mobs with the funeral torches of the second 
of September. We have in some measure averted 
the cnl, if our victory is not complete, their defeat 
Is so. 

The inauguration of the republic, whose name 
promises a regular government, destroys anarchy ; 
d'Orleans and his party stand trembling on the sum- 
mit of the mountain, and the choice of the principal 
dignitaries of the assembly completes their confudon. 
We swept from the hall the filthy and bloody scum 
vomited by the communes. Petion, in other words, 
prudence and humanity preside. Let us hope better 
of the destinies of France. Let us be composed 
respecting those of the king ; in vain, the file leaders 
of faction universally preach the absolute necessity of 
his trial, the majority of the convention is as pure as 
energetic. • It will not permit any thing, which may 
inflict a wound on justice or on time liberty. Between 
• lis, the greatest honour, which might be afforded 
Louis, would be a trial, which would divulge all his 
virtues in their native lustre ; his enemies will not be 
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awkward enough to bring him to it. But, once more, 
whatever may be the progress of events, vre shall be 
there. Petion is in full possession of his wisdom ; 
Vergniaud scatters the sparks of his thundering elo' 
quence ; and Gaudet has not lost his energy. We 
cannot despair of those, who by a dexterous and bold 
manoeuvre^ have /-emoved all pretences for seditions 
and murders, by obliging a powerful enemy to quit 
our frontiers. It is true, that Dumouriez conspires, 
but can he be more dangerous than d'Artois or Con- 
d6 ? A few days more, and the traitor shall be depriv- 
ed of all his powers. He may then go to the court of 
St. James, or to that of Berlin to claim the price of 
his services. With respect to us, not less engaged in 
doing good, than in preventing evil, our public duties 
commence, our secret committees must cease. Fare- 
well, sir, yo\!hwill always see me in the path of honour 
and truth. 

These last words explained fully, that the political 
intrigue of IVlanuel had taken a new direction. It 
was clear, that I should no longer participate in it, 

that it was confined to the saving of the king's life, 
Aa2 
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• and aimed perhaps at restoring his liberty, but without 
any attempt, as in the first instance, to secure the 
crown for his son. Those, who composed his party, 
were either republicans or philosophers. Toulan 
viewed the first as a set of. ambitious men, and since^ 
either by calculation or chance, they wished to seize 
on the helm of state, there was no probability, that 
they would consent to give it up. I contented my- 
self with believing in their probity, of which they had 
^iven me so many proofs ; but I allowed them no 
farther anxiety for a cause, which ceased to be, the 
means of their own elevation. All duly considered, I 
concluded there was no resource left but Toulan. 

About this time Fitz-Aslandj who had discovered 
the possibility of hiiing the third story of a house 
facing the tower of the Temple, asked my leave to do 
it. I consented to his request, advising him not to 
expose himself too much. He assured me, that I 
had nothing to apprehend, and that he would not even 
excite a suspicion. Mrs. Melwood, said he, and ray 
dear Fanny will take the lease, and will occupy the 
premises- When it is fitted for their reception, I 
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shall introduce you there, my dear papa, and I shall 
have the pleasure to present you to the ladies. In ad- 
dition to the enjoyment of their company, you will 
have no objection to a full view of the Temple. I* 
have told you, that I would be useful to the prison- 
ers, you see that I begin to fulfil my word. 

Although my fever did not abate, the turn of affairs 
augmenting daily my alarms for the fate of the king, 
I resolved to call on Toulan. Obstacles are multi- 
plied, said he to me, as soon as he saw me, we must 
increase our activity, address, and energy. The com- 
munes have just decreed, that the prisoners should be 
separated ; I no longer perceive any means to corres- 
pond daily with them. Besides, the regicide fection 
distribute loud addresses, in which they demand the 
king's trial, should it take place, what will be the issue ? 
The most pressing point now is to prevent it ; this 
is the queen's will, with whom I spoke a few woi-ds. 
She insists uix)n our putting our project to the test, 
and it is my advice. 

I told Toulan, that I agreed with him, and asked 
him ^hat progress he had made ? He answered me ; 
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my f>artisans as well as myself neglect nothing to pre- 
pare the people's minds to receive a second impres- 
sion, which we wish to make. We observe the dis- 
contented, and add daily to their number. We watch 
the pride of the nobles, whom the revolution has de- 
prived of lucrative employments ; the avarice of mer- 
chants, whose fortunes are threatened ; the fears of 
the owners of real estates, about to be stripped of 
their all ; those clergymen, whose ministry is imput- 
ed to them as a crime ; the greatest part of the magis- 
tracy, hurled from the seat of the LDlies into vulgar 
dust and obscurity ; an infinity of individuals attached 
to enjoyments forbidden by the new order of things, 
and to a repose, which it interrupts ; the persons en- 
dowed with glowing imaginations and feeling hearts, 
and many women ; such are finally those, who com- 
pose our army. The first division, which inhabit Paris, 
is perfectly known to us, and we can depend upon it. 
A signal will assemble them, they will rally and march 
under a devoted chief ; as to auxiliary troops, if we 
can trust our correspondence, they are not less nu- 
merous, nor less faithfiil. Our hopes are as firmly 
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established abroad, and our successes as certain. 
Through the secret, but certain channels of a counter 
diplomacy, we are assured of the immediate approba* 
tion of the conspiracy by the emperor. We are be- 
sides encouraged to hope for the assistance of the 
king of Sai'dinia, and that of the queen of Naples; 
finally, if Spain does not declare openly for us, she will- 
not declare against us. It is even highly probable, 
that we shall obtain her mediation in an affair, in which 
she will dictate the conditions. You see, that we have 
managed internally and externally, stimulated, and 
armed all the personal interest, whose unity is linked 
by natural ties to the general cause. Now, when shall 
we exhibit the political drama, which we have plotted, 
whose display we have organized ? The solution of 
this question depends on events, and their circum- 
stances. We observe the thermometer of the times ; 
it will alone hasten and determine the explosion. 

I was not displeased with this sketch of his plan. 
Besides the prospect of success, which it seemed to 
announce, it presented a greater enterprise, clear in 
its design, less complicated, with a nvore determined 
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object than that of Manuel. Ambition not less than 
the love of country was the soul of his projects, 

' and those (M. de Malesherbes excepted) who com- 
-posed his party, aimed individually at becoming the 
chiefs of the country, as much as its deliterers. 
Toular\, on the contrary, in all his desires, -opinions, 
and attempts, had no other objects than tlie liberty, 
the triumph, and the restoration of the royiii fkniily. 
It is true, that in order to succeed, it was not only ne- 
cessary to wrest the dagger from the hand of the as- 
sassin, but even the reins of government from the 
hands of the republicans ; and this double operation 
presented many difficulties. Perhaps tl>€ decisions oi 
a barbarous policy might have extended vengeance to 
l^oth, and smote with the royal sword the enemies and 
- the friends of the country ; I should have held this 
. act of injustice in abhorrence, nor was it the inten- 
tion of Toulan, v/ho more a lover, than a royalist, as I 
have already observed, contemplated, in the success of 
the conspiracy, the victory of Antoinette, rather than 

, that of royalty. But admitting that it should be crown- 
ed with favourtible results, prudence ar>d justice for- 
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bade the shedding of innocent blood ; and it Avas with 
a sigh, that I foresaw the cruel necessity of destroying 
the most guilty. But to doom to a general proscrip- ^ 
tion individuals, whose only fault was to entertain ophi- 
ions different from those of the victor*, would have re- 
sembled the jurisprudence of the thirteenth century, 
it would have been the application of the detestable 
maxims of Machiavel, the conduct of cannibals 1 

This reflection made us resolve, that, as much as 
possible, the decisive impulsion of the insurrection 
proposed, should be confided to as few as possible, 
conspicuous for their wisdom, whose energy should be 
above the sway of passion, and subject to their jud^^- 
ment, that the crimes of terror might not be out 
done by those of a dangerous reaction. 

As to the vulgar, who see nothing but what is shewn 
to them, events remained stationary from that epoch 
until the 1 1th. of December, the day on which the king 
was summoned to tlic bar of the convention, and was 
for the first time examined.. I shall not here enu- 
merate the tyi^annical precautions taken by the com- . 
munes towards the prisoners, nor mention the visit,. 
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which tliey received from four members of the 33^ 
sembly. All those details, qf which I obtained but an 
indirect account, have been recorded at full lengthy 
cither in the periodical publications of the times, in 
the materials prepared by compilers for the historian 
of the revolution, or in the journal of Clery. But 
what those di\ ers writings, those lying, or timid pub- 
lications have not made known, what the crowd could 
not observe, I shall now reveal to you. 

It is observed, that necessity is the mother of inven- 
tion, I believe it ; but I know another parent of in- 
vention more amiable, not less zealous and ingenious,, 
it is love. That, which Fitz-Asland felt for the king** 
daughter, had not confined itself to the melancholy of 
beholding his beloved object, and in being seen by her. 
He had invented a plan to establish, not between her 
and himself (he was too much penetrated with respect 
to expose, to the chance of an indelicate indiscretion^ 
the reputation of the young princess) but between 
me and the prisoners, a constant communication and 
regular coiTespondence. I was agreeably sur{^rised| 
when he introduced me into the house, which be had 
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procured opposite to the tower. I was received by Mrs. 
Melwbod, who appeared to me very worthy of having 
inspired a passion, and deserved to excite regrets. 
We had so many mod ves for mutual friendship and 
confidence, without adding that, which is excited by 
the ties of country, that we were soon acquainted. 
She cherished Edwin, as she had cherished his fa- 
ther, sanctioning, in some manner, that affection by 
that of a mother, which she felt for the young man. 
She and Miss Fanny, whom I did not see during the 
first viat, had very readily consented to the wishes of 
my pupil. They had left, for a short time only, their 
chvelling in Seine Street, to take possession of this. 
The mournful aspect of this Gothic tower, the spec- 
tacle of the sad sports of fate, cruelly exercised on the 
wretched inmates, who inhabit this dismal dungeon* 
were suited to the disposition of Mrs. Melwood. In 
the apartment, where she received]me, she had placed 
a small organ, whose sounds in a louder or softer 
tone answered at will to those, which escaped the 
walls of the Temple. But my pupil had not limited 

his industry to tlys mode of communication dlone. 
»b 
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Over Mrs. Melwood's chamber, in a closet of an 
octagonal form, open on four sides, he had prepared 
an apparatus of optics, l^ means of which, white let- 
ters, observed in the king's apartment on a black 
ground, were immediately reflected inversely in a plane 
mirror, which transmitted them to a convex glass, 
where they were magnified and legible ; that -was 
sufikient to learn what happened to the prisoners^ and 
to receive their ordei's 5 it was of po use to -give them 
answers or information. In order to accomplish this 
purpose, Edwin employed a variety of stratagems. 
When he wished to communicate the news of the day, 
the oriental correspondence was resorted to ; several 
flpwer pots, placed in the order agreed upon, were 
suflicient for the communication; but when it was 
requisite to inform the prisoners of an unforeseen in- 
cident, then large moveable letters, of a striking colour, 
framed and on a dark ground, exhibited the necessary 
words ; several flambeauxj^^laced on an elevation in 
the interior part of the closet, and veiled by a trans- 
parent curtain, replaced during the night, the absence 
of the flower pots. Such was the correspondence of 
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the eyes. The queen's piano, Mrs. Melwood's oi^gan, 
and Edwin's flute, established that of the ears. My 
pupil had been engaged for some days in extending 
the first in a very interesting manner. In order to 
succeed, it became necessary to resolve the problem 
of the application of optics to mechanics. What will 
not 2eal, fermented by love, accomplish ? He succeed- 
ed; he united by a very ingenious invention, the 
cflects of the reflecting mirror to those of the chamera 
obscurof and without the assistance of the light of the 
sun, necessary to the latter ; he obtained, on frames 
prepared for the purpose^ the animated,, moving, and 
coloured images of the' prisoners, and a picture of 
their occupations. The first time that he beheld the 
resemblance of the innocent Maria Theresa, he felt 
on his knees, remained in extaJcy, immoveable, and 
deprived of utterance, tears, dropping fiom his eyes 
fixed on the heavens, betrayed alone his joy and ex- 
quisite pleasure. 

I thought I ought to reward such ardent love, and 
such a'^elicate solicitude, by an unreserved confidence, 
and I impaxted to him fully the projects in which l' 
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was engaged ; Mrs. Mel wood and his sister heard 
this communication, and all were delighted with it. 
We agreed to make their house the office of commu- 
nication between the king and the party engaged iu 
his rescue ; and not to expose ourselves, and defeat the 
utility of our project, we agreed to admit but two per- 
sons, whose fidelity had been tried. 

While we were thus preparing, by address, suc- 
cesses for open force, the struggle, commenced be- 
tween the fciction of the demagogues and the republican 
party, became daily more alanning and scandalous. 
Since the solemn denunciation brought forward by 
Louvet against Robespierre, the national hall resound- 
ed witK vociferations excited by irritated passicms. 
The wise men, and the trUe friends of their country, 
attempted in vain to establish, upon a firm basis, the 
fabric of the new government ; a ferocious horde 
spoke of nothuig but destruction, and wished to sub- 
merge in blood the ruins with which they had covered 
the face of the republic. The republic I that name 
was written upon every wall, on the frontispieces of 
-n the ceilings of the temples, aijd on th^ 



CHURCHYARD. 281 

oockades of the citizens. But despotism was seated 
every where, and tyranny had taken possession of 
France. Marat dipped his pen in blood, Herbert stain- 
ed his paper with the mud of the dirtiest lanes, abso- 
lute equality was recommended in all the accents 
of debauchery and ciime. 

The progress of the Orlean faction was visible and 
frightful ; at each instant the credit of .the republicans 
in the assembly received Soiiie new check. , Toulan 
felt the necessity of rendering an account to the king 
of the state of affairs. His majesty answered by means 
©f the optical telegraph, 

BILLET OF LOUIS XVI. COPIED FROM A CONCAVE 
MIRROR. 

(Voxj-cHER, No. 12.) 

*< I thank my faithful friends. The queen and my 
family share my sentiments. We wish to know the 
number and moral qualifications of the chiefe, who 
have declared themselves in our favour, A scrupu-- 
lous examination is indispensable at Paris. An exact ~ 
correspondence with our friends abroad ; a journey in 
Bb2 
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the provinces. Think of this plan, and continue to 
coaimunicate your ideas." 

Our deliberation was short, the king's wishes were 
orders for us ; on the very same evening a general as- 
sembly ^if the chiefs of the enterprise was convocated ; 
I was admitted among them for the first time. 

It was composed of thirty individuals. A person^ 
who was supposed to have emigrated, presided over 
them. I observed several men of note under the old 
p;o\ eminent, two prelates, some clergymen, and a con- 
siderable number of public functionaries, most of them 
members of the communes. Toufen did not act in 
this assembly the most important part, he was satis- 
tied with exciting their passions, in communicating 
the warmth of his desires, and in rendering himself 
the most useful member. 

The knowledge of my notorious and sincere attach- 
inent to the king's person was familiar to the mem- 
bers, and I was receivesd with much indulgence. I 
read his majesty's letter, which became the subject of 
deliberation. I was then convinced; that among the 
royalists, as among the partizans of other opinions, the 
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sei^shnesS) which Toulan had mentioned, was the main 
consider.ation. In the various speeches delivered on 
the occasion, I observed, that the nobles had but little 
regard for the magistrates, who, in return, did not es- 
teem them much more ; that the ministers had a sov- 
ereign contempt for all who were not clergymen, and, 
that if they all rallied round the members of the com- 
munes, it was because interest and necessity compel- 
led them to do so. I can asseit firmly, that there were 
not two meA, who, like me, loved the king for himself, 
and who served him even contrary to their own opin- 
ions. 

On the whole, the appearance of the plot devised 
for his triumph was promising ; the public sentiment, 
v?hich had ripened in .silence, waited only a signal to 
manifest itself. At the communes, in the sections, 
in the popular assemblies, ia the great manufacturing 
establishments, and even on the public squares, the 
chiefsrwere ready. A word from the king, a gesture 
from the man, whom he honoured with his confidence, 
would set in motion the vast machine, which after 
crushing tyranny, would annihilate it. The internal 



28^ THE MAOOALElT 

and external correspondence promised tiie happiest 
results. The corps of tlie emigrants, finder the prince 
de Conde and count d'Artois, augmented daily, the 
emperor had promised to invade France, the moment 
the king should be insulted. England had forsaken the 
party of anarchy ; as to the powers of the second order, 
they would follow the impulsion of those of the first. 
The dispositions of the departments, and especially 
those of the west, were not less fevourable,^ nor less 
to be depended upon. , 

I had already remarked, that there was in the cm- 
spiracy an absolute perfection, which created doubts 
in my mind. All its parts seemed adapted to each 
other with so much precision, that they appeared to 
constitute a whole without a chasm, without a fault ; 
all was foreseen, every one was to march, every thing 
was about to succeed. I had never observed, unless 
it was in romances, that enterprises of that kind could 
be effected without obstacles. I feared also the natural 
weakness of the king, who would hesitate and tem- 
porize again, as he had done so many«times before. 
Without speaking of other apprehensions, those em- 
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barrasaments, which none seemed to foresee, and 
which were not even mentioned, were alone sufficient 
to retard, to arrest, and perhaps even to destroy the 
conspiracy. May heaven, which protects persecuted 
kinocence, exckdmed I, avert this fatal presentiment ! 

As the account, which I had to render to the king, 
was the most satisfactory, it was thought unnecessary 
to take a journey through the provinces. The week- 
ly returns, which were received, presented, in fact 
plausible motives for hope and confidence. 

In this turm(»I, an assembly of legislators, trans- 
formed into a tumultuous arenay on which virtuous and 
eloquent AtfUetes^ nunierous but scattered about, and 
without a chief, struggled against a small number of 
energetic and well disciplined desperadoes ; a versa- 
tile government, wanderic^ without fixed principles, 
and without compass on a tumultuous revolutionary 
9cean ; a municipality, that had usurped the popular 
sovereignty, with which it was intoxicated ; assem- 
blies of sections, political societies, in which the fer- 
vour of a civic enthusiasm was mixed with the deli- 
rium of ambition, and the fury of assassinations ; a 
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people, uncertaiii of their destiny, doubtful of their- 
own safety, in an en-or respecting the merits of the 
times, deceived by men and seduced by words ; and, on 
the other hand, a king in fetters, ^hose scaffold was 
erected by one faction, and whose throne another party 
wished to r^se again, for whose life the nation offered 
prayers^ but whose restoration, perhaps, they ought to 
have apprehended ; finally while this confusion of con- 
trary interests, of passions so opposite, inundated and 
ravaged the interior parts of France, an army of heroes,, 
chaining victory to their triumphant cars, encircled their 
brows with laurels, commanding peace to tliose same 
enemies, who brought war among them ; such was the 
general state of things, when the national convention 
commenced the trial of Louis XVI. When this im- 
portant affair was announced, the kings of Europe 
apalled kept an awful silence, the world's attention was 
rivetted on the new republic, and France waited 
with an apparent calm the decision of her legisla- 
tors- 

I have arrived at this memorable era, but through 
the secret road, wliich I then travelled without a de- 
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sign 'to follow the vast tracts of history, I shall merely 
visit, if I may say so, some of the by-paths ; and as 
they are those, which are confined to internal anec- 
dotes, and domestic details, I believe them unknown, 
and worthy of exciting the most lively interest. A 
family devoted to wretchedness, by turns elated with 
hope, and threatened by proscription, restdy to be 
seated again in triumph upon a throne, or to fall ex- 
piring from a scafibld ; what subject is there more 
calculated to inspire terror and excite pity ! 

Before I delineate this sad picture, you will permit 
me to draw your attention for a moment to that, which 
the interior of. the Temple offered at the time ; it 
was truly a family picture. 

The Veport of tlie prosecution intended against the 
king had been afloat some days ; whatever might be 
the motive for this secret murmur, we thought fit to 
make it known to the king. Toulan, who had no fur*- 
ther intercourse with him, had informed the queen of 
it, and she had taken an opportunity, when the king 
>vas at table, to corimunicate the intelligence to him| 
Us fivm being disagreeably impressed, he seemed to 
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be pleased ; because conscious of his innocence, he 
did not apprehend the result, and viewed it as a tri- 
umph. When I was informed of his disposition, I 
acquainted him, by mealos of the telegraphic frame, 
with the whole truth ; the pleasure, which 1 marked 
on his countenance in the mirror, made me sensible," 
how welcome my information had been to him. On 
the next day I read on the reflecting mirror the invi- 
tation, which he gave me to attempt to enter the 
Tower, so as to have a private interview with him f 
he added, that the princesses had lately obtained per- 
mission to spend a part of the day with him, and that 
^t would afford them a satisfaction as pleadng as un 
expected, if I could bring my interesting pupil with 
me. ,My son, observed the king, mentions hfs name 
every day, and will be gratified to see him. I im- 
mediately promised his majesty to use every exertioii 
to accomplish his wishes. 

It was very difficult, as the tyranny became daily 
more ferocious, and as the guards were more jealous. 
It was necessary to deceive the one, and avoid the 
others. Toulan as^sted us, and procured us the 



desired o{)pprtunity. For three days tlie king had 
endured much from the toothach, but he suffered pa- 
tiently, for Antoinette had persuaded him that it would 
be disgraceful to implore assistance. 

Toulan having obser\xd to this princess, that this 
circumstance offered a favourable, and perhaps the 
only opportunity to maintain a communication with- 
out, she persuaded the king to make application ; the 
answer was conformable to his wishes ; the first phy- 
sician of his majesty, and his ordinary surgeon were 
summoned before the communes, and received cards 
t>f admission. 

Toulan introduced me then to the latter, who was a 
inan much attached to the royal family, and much 
affected by their misfortunes. As soon as he was 
made acquainted with ray design, which was to per- 
sonify him at the Temple, he immediately entered 
his closet, having in his hand a case of instruments, 
which he intrusted to me, " I believe I am not known 
to the members, who compose the interior adminis* 
tradon of the Temple, said he to me, but should it 

happen otherwise, and if you are questioned, you may 
c c 

i 
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•afely say, that I have sent you, I depend on yoiif 
character for my own safety, and am only uneasy about 
yours." 

The business .was half accomplished ; but I had 
promised the king, that Edwin should accompany me. 
Mr. Melwood being consulted upon this subject, gave 
us the counsel, which w^e adopted, and which was, not 
to present myself before the day, on which Fanny, 
who had been enrolled in the national guai^, should be 
on duty. Considering the number of her comrades, 
it was probable, that she could easily exchange duty, 
and mount her guard at the Temple ; Edwin in that 
case was to supply her place, and with a little dexterity 
and a little money, he could obtain permission to be 
posted near the king's door ; this project was accoiK- 
plished in the following manner. 

On the 1 5th. of Novemberi Fanny was detached 
for the post of reserve. • At the moment that the de-- 
tachment destined for the Temple prepared to move^ 
under the pretence of curiosity, she asked liberty to 
join it, and obtained her request, and appeased the 
murmurs, with money, an irresistible argument. Near 
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the Temple she left her comrades, and met my pupil) 
who \vas waiting /or her, and taking her sabre, he 
"vvent to take her place. They objected to receiving 
him because he was unknown ; but having given 
proofs, that he was the intimate friend of citizen dea 
JRoziersf he soon remove^ all objections ; add to thisi 
that he treated his comrades on guard with a good break- 
fast, and promised^ that he would entertain them with 
his flute at night, such offers were not to be resisted. 

When Fanny returned, and f hadobserved from her 
mother's window, where I watched, that the draw- 
bridg^e was dropped, and that guard was mounting, I 
vfeni through several lanes to the street where the 
carriage waited for me ; I entered it, and ordered the 
driver to carry me to the Temple. Obedient to my 
disposition, alike timid and enterprising, I estperienced 
a violent palpitation of heart, but at the same lime, I 
was inflated with hope. 

The coach door opened, a sentinel advanced, I in- 
formed him of the object of my visit, he called a cor- 
poral and four ; I alighted, and was conducted under a 
good escort before the council of administration. 
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In order to arrive before them^ I was obliged to 
cross a yrard^ among seven or eight citizen solcHers I 
recognised Edwin, who knew me at once, and ap- 
proaching me obliquely addressed one of his brothers 
in arms, so that I might hear liim ; '^ I shall be on 
sentry at four o'clock, when shall you comrade ?** Be- 
fore the other had time to answer, I had gone by. 

Until then I had thought, that when magistrates 
were seated on the bench, jusdce and decency were 
their companions, without which, power tsmere abuset 
and justice resembles despotism. The council at the 
Temple had banished them both, no doubt, because 
the attributes, which characterize probity, are little 
suited to revolutionary municipal officers. When I 
entered among them, I know not what animated dis- 
pute they were engaged in, they talked all at once, 
walked the room with agitation, mixed their discourse 
with threatening gestures, noisy debates, and gross 
epithets. Such have been, without much exception, 
the public assemblies, which sprang fi*om the revolu- 
tion. I ceased to be surprised, when I con^dered the 
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bnpoftaDce of the interest which dividejd them, the 
enormous, mass of passions,. wiiicb was in fermenta* 
Uon, the condl^<m and chsoracter of the orators, the 
nature of their harangues^ and the final aiming point 
of the reyoludonary disorders. 

M7 presence restored calm amcmg the contending 
parties. The president mounted an elevated seat» 
fiom whence he asked my name in a rude manner^ 
the object of my visit, and the authority, which justi- 
fied my entrance into this formidable place. I satis- 
fied his inquiries, avoiding however to make use of 
my simame. I afterwards produced the card, Which 
the king's surgeon had lent me, and which 'was not 
returned till it had been examined by all the inquiring 
municipal officers. They emptied tny pockets, felt 
the lining of my clothes, and the inside of my hat, 
made me pull off my shoes, searched the case of sur^ 
gical instruments and emptied it entirely, and, when 
they were satisfied^ thatl C(»icealed nothing suspicious 
or dangerous, they ordered one of their members to 
accompany me to the door of Louis. As I progressed, 
the number of wickets and jailers seemed to augment, 
c c2 
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Among the last, those newly appointed had still a 
more frightful aspect than the first) their atdtude was 
^ore horrible, and their counten^inces more sinister. 
' The compassion^ which melted my heart, was 
visible on my features. This displeased my leader ; 
£br a man of your profession, said he to me, you seem 
to possess much sensibility.....Would you impute it to 

me as a crime ? No, but I would reproach you witb 

k; it is weakness to pity the enemies of the coimtrf . 
.....It is not the enemy of the country, whom I pity, k 
is the unfortunate man.»...If he is so, it is his own &ult. 

That makes him' more so.... .After all, he bears hi» 

adversity very well, he does not lose his appetite, or 

his sleep Region supports him, and his innocence 

consoles him....>The mtmicipal officer knit hb brow^ 
and was alent fcK* a moment, then resummg the con- 
Tersation, you do not appear to me to be a republican. 
.....I thii^ a repiri>lican ought to possess more virtues 
than another man, and humanity in my c^imon is the 
first virtue.....But, my dear friend, all that stuff is mere 

moderatism I know not what you mean by modera- 

tiimy but, if you mean moderation^ I shall always glory 
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in the possession of a qualification, \ehich embellishe* 
those Tirtues we may practice, and serves as a supple- 
ment to those we want With such prmciples we 

never should establish liberty Forgive me? but the 

pedestal of its statue would not be immerged in 
blood. 

. We should have pursued our conversation, had we 
not reached the king's door. It was not open, his- 
majesty^ being indisposed, had not slept all night* 
Clery shewed himself through a little grate placed in^ 
the door ; I addressed myself to that &ithful servant. 
.....Go and tell the lung, that the surgecm's aid comes 
at his request. Clery, whom I had warned with a 
glance, came back immediately, and informed me^ 
that the kbg Would admit me with pleasure. The 
bolts were loosened, and the triple doors turning heav- 
ily on their hinges were opened for my admission. 

• The presence of the mumcipal officer, who walked 
before me, prevented me from tendering to the august 
prisoner, the homage of my veneration. But while 
my mouth was silent, my eyes were not so, the king^ 
vouchsafed to understand me, and I read his feelings. 
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in lus countenance) and the pleasure, which my pres- 
ence afibrded him. 

In cxder to justify the part, which I acted, I asked 
the liberty to examine his mouth. 

I can be of service to you, aaid4he munidpal offi- 
cer, I practice pharmacy, if the gentleman, added he, 
designating the king, needs any medicine^ I have the . 
best assortment in Paris. At that moment his maj- 
esty groaned severely, which, with the ebservation of 
theadministrator, suggested to me the means of get- 
ting rid of him by accepting his offer. After examin- 
ing the king's tooth ; I do not think, said I to him, 
that it is necessary to extract that of whidi you com- 
plain, it is not damaged. A tonic, and an emolient 
remedy will reduce the inflammation, and will neutral* 
ize the humour. Since the citizen has been kind 
enough to offer hb services, I accept them, and will 
write a prescription, which I beg of him to go and 
prepare ; I will apply it myself, and shall wait to ob- 
serve its effects ; provided however, addedl with def- 
erence, that this may be consistent, with the orders of 

council. You have nothing to do now with the eoun- 

I 
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cil, answered the municipal officer, I ain responsible 
for your person ; in that case said I, it is left with you 
to consider^ whether I have inspired you with suffi- 
cient confidence to leave me here ; much more than you 
think) answered he, I do not believe you a warm dem- 
ocrat, but he, who dares to speak as you have, withia 
the walls of this tower, before a member of the com- ^ 
munes of the lOth. of August, is an honest man. I 
leave you on your word, persuaded as I am, that you 
can only condole with the gentleman, but that you 
will hot give him bad advice. Write your prescrip- 
tion, I am ready. 

Filled with a joy, that I could not restrain, I wrote i 
and was so agitated, that my prescription was not leg- 
ible. This is really a scrap of the old style, ssdd the 
apothecary, as he received my billet. How do you 
know the scraps of the new, replied the king, whom 
his complaisance had made happy ? They say that 
modem medicine does not require the knowledge of 
reading ot writing, which circumstance does not pre* 
vent patients from recovering. Nor dying, answered 
the munidpal officer, as he left ua. 
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This man is rude, said Clery, but he is intelligeBti 
and he might, be useful Oh I my dear abbe, ex- 
claimed the king, as he presented me his hand, which 
I kissed, how much I have undergone since I saw you 
last ! Thus then is the ancient monarchy, the gov- 
ernment, which produced so many good kbgs, a few 
objectionable princes, which has m^6 so many happy 
men, so few miserable, totally overturned. On its 
ruins they rear a republic. They have not driven me 
alone from the throne, but they have proscribed my 
race ; my wife, m]^ children, my sister, are stripped 
of every thing, and have not even an asylum, where 
they can retire, happy to find in a dungeon a support 
and shelter ! Those are fatal reverses, are they not ? 
There are some still more cruel I still more cutting 1 
My friend, added the prin<^ melting into tears, they 
have robbed me of ray family.! My poor wife, my 
dear children, my sister, languish far from me ! Torn 
from them I pbe and perish I Hardly have we been 
able for some days to exchange a few words at table^ 

and that before rude keepers, men of no feelings ! 

O'h ! those people have never been unhappy !..«.Sirc? 
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complain to the convention Which would refer me 

to the communes. Clery has here a very zealous 
servant) who brings the newspapers under balls of 
thread ; I read the debates of the new assembly. 
What men I What principles ! What passions ! 
W^hat language ! Some talents, some virtue perhaps on 
one side, but what a weakness ! Such want of address I 
They run to destruction. Their adversaries ill bred, 
ferocious, and audacious, will become their assassins. 
They will all be murdered, and I shall lead the way. 

Indulge not those presentiments, sire I cherish 

and invoke them daily on the contrary ; how can any 
one wish to live to be the wimess and the victim of 

those atrocities 1 Sire, they cannot last long, the 

storm is too tremendous Tremendous indeed ! an- 
swered the king in the accent of despair, the thunder- 
bolt will crush many heads, and blood will raindown !... . 
The unfortunate monarch had never felt more 
keenly the horrgr of his situation. I did not undertake 
to solace him ; his ulcerated heart could not endure 
tlie touch ; I contented myself to mourn with him? 
and in the bitterness of my soul I wept abundantly. 
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Clety, standing by, contemplated in silence this 
afflicting scene. Oh ! providence ! Louis, in the 
recess of a dungeon, watered with his tears, his regi- 
cide chains I Robespierre and d'Orleans, seated on 
bloody thrones, dictated their proud decrees to the 
prostrated nation ! 

All of a sudden the king wiped his eyes; he rose 
with a placid countenance, and told nie in a calm and 
more composed tone ; we afflict ourselves too much, 
M. de Fermont, forgive this gust, which I could not 
.c<»itrol. L<et us make a better improvement of the 
time, which chance affords us. 

Louis XVI. having placed Clery on the watch near 
the central door of the apartment, opened for me that 
of the small tower, which served as a closet ; when I 
had entered it, and was seated near a secretary, on 

which the king used to write When I was reigning 

said that piince, you advised me to bear the weight 
of the crown with firmness, now that I am a prisoner, 
you will no doubt advise me to bear my misfortunes 
with resignation. Well my dear abbe, notwithstand- 
ing the tender emotion which your presence has 
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Bxcited, leam^ that Heaven has granted mc that favour. 
Excepting some slight infirmities I am in perfect 
health ; the calm of my soul is unalterable, and when I 
recal the anecdotes, which afiect me, it seems to me 
that I read anecdotes foreign to myself ; I cannot wish to 
my best friends a^weeter sleep than that, which closes 
my eyes. The repose of my persecutors is more dis- 
turbed ; while they seek it in vain, in the grandeur of 
those palaces, from which they have banished me, I 
find it in the recess of this tower, in which they have 
immured me !- Finally, if I experience some trouble 
and chagrin, my concern for my family, whose fiiture 
prospects appal me, is the sole cause of my grief. 
But, oh my God ! I resign them to thy wise provi- 
dence ; be the fiither of tlie fittherless, when I am no 
more l.....At these words the king lifted his eyes beam* 
ing with the cousolation and confidence of a saint ; 
theii casting them gradually on me, he remained 

silent fi|r some moments If I mistake not, said he^ 

that instant is not very remote ; they have* sworn my 
death, I ought to be prepared to meet it, this is 
i> d 
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my motive for requestmg your presence and jFbur 
counsel. -^ 

It would be difficult to bear, with indifierence, a 
man in full health contemplatiiig his approaching 
death ; that kind of religious awe, which results from 
so grave a discussion, receives additbnal solemnity in 
the mouth of a monarch. Admit also, that this mon- 
arch, lately the most powerful, the most respected in 
Europe, now boriie down with the weight of a barba- 
rous oppression, is incessantly watched by the fiaming 
eyes of tyranny ; what an immense field you will open 
for solemn and melancholy reflections ! 

A crowd of calumniating, or deluded writers, long 
before my confinement, and many more since, have 
united, continued Ix)uis XVI. in odious accusaticms 
against me* The errors of circumstances are impute 
ed to treachery, and they excite hatred against me, 
when I should inspire pity alone. I am to be punish- 
ed like a criminal, when I ought to excite sensibility, 
as an unfortunate man. 
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What caa I oppose to the clamours of passicms I 
Silence and my heart L But, if my feeble voice cannot 
be heard amid the thundering noise of the political 
storm ; I owe to that throne intrusted to me by Prov- 
idence> to my son, whether God has decreed, that he 
should be unfortunate enough to ascend it, or to live ob- 
scurely in a happy mediocrity, and I owe to myself an 
appeal to tlie ti ibunal of history and of posteinty. Let 
Actions then dig my untimely grave, here is the molif 
ument, which I shall deposit by its side. . 

At these words the king took out of a pprt folio ^ 
small manuscript, wliich he presented jto me, and on 
which I read, " Project of my WILL7;" this is not 
the time and place to examine it, added h^ I intrust 
it to you, put it to the test of your own conscience, try 
it by the sentiments of your soul, the light. of your, 
understanding, and write your remarks on live jno^rgin. 
This fortunate encounter can be renewed probably by. 
the same means. 

At the same time, that I expressed to tlie king 
how much I felt honoured, and moved by this mark of 
confidence, I endeavoured tp chccir his mind by a ray. 
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of hope. Wc ought not, said I to him, to injore hu- 
manity 8o much as to suppose, that the convention^ 
that is to say, the choice of French patriotism and 
honour, are bound to obey the sanguinary orders of a 
paxty. Whether they consult their principles, yield 
to their own interest, or obey the impulse cif tiieir own 
feelings^ they win not only &rbear to. condemn your 
tnajesty, isot they "will declare their incompetency for 
y^ur trial. The chief of th« nation is accountable to 
the nation alone ; but as the natson catmot be asaem« 
bled at <mce, its delegate's, fortlii? special purpose 
dlone, have a right to hear an^ deqide thetriaL Now, 
#l)at are the powers of tlie convendon ? To acknoid-^ 
edge^ app6nicn, and organize the public authority. 
Even admitting, that they have those powers toestablish 
and constitute the branches of goveinment, is granting 
that tliey '^e riot possess the judiciary powers ; since 
^eirs are to make general laws, whereas those of the 
judiciary are confined to special cases, and to give 
decisions on those veiy laws. Such are the principle9> 
which naturally induce me to believe, that, should 
they pr6s.e<jute your majesty, it w5j|l b^ b^for^ a spe* 
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eial national tribunal. But even under tlus supposi- 
tion, the Interest of the new governors will make 
them object to it. If they wish to lay the foundation 
of the republic, which they have proclaimed, or if 
they intend to substitute a new dynasty to the ancient^ 
how could they obtain the consent of France, the 
esteem of Europe, said the adhesion of foreign powers, 
if they dragged before the tribunal the monarch, 
whom they have hurled from the throne ? Sire, under 
all the circumstances of my life, I have preserved the 
frankness of my character, and the freedom of my 
epinions. In the days of your power, I respected you 
enough not to flatter you ; under your tiials I owe 
you, and I tell you the truth. Then, sire, can it be 
supposed, that the most loving nation in the world, 
because it is the least servile, that its representatives, 
will submit you to the disgusting and humiliating task 
of a criminal prosecution, make you wade through the 
debates of a trial, impose on you the necessity of 
ft defence, and expose to the chance of a partial 
judgment, the man once their king ? No, no ! what- 
ever prejudices a people may have abandoned, it is 
Dd2 
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difficalt for them to contemplate without pity, a head 
stripped of a- crown. What would be their feelings 
then, if this head, so much the more miserable, that it 
was moi*e revered, was exposed to the axe of tBe 
laws ? The instant selected for its fall, or disgrace^ 
would become that of its tiiumph ; the scaiTQld 
would b^ changed into & new throne, and a new crown 
would supply the place of the instruments of death. 
The regicides would excite a general abhorrence, 
would be overwhelmed with shame, and would meet 
with instantineous destruction. Observe, sire, that 
the summary remarks, which I make, do not advert to 
the merits of the supposed trial. - 1 am cftdy stating 
to your majesty some of the objections, which public 
opinion, feelmgs, and even prejudices, not less than 
principles, must suggest to your enemies against the 
fonn of their proceedings. Once more, you arc 
necessary to theit* existence ; the greatest harm^ 
which can bcfel them, would be that inflicted on you, 
and the axe lifted over your head, would not come 

down, till theirs had been severed from their body 

May they, answered Louis, be sufficiently convinced 
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of the thith of your opinion to use their victory with 
moderation ! But, if I must confess it, so long as I 
observe the murderers of September among the rep* 
resentadves, my hopes will be faint indeed. Believe 
not, however, that my courage forsakes me. No, I 
will suffer with resignation, and shall die like a king. 
This firnmess of soul, this kind of heroism, which* 
misfortunes and captivity gave to the weak Louis XVI, 
have often been the subject of my reflection, and the 
object of my remarks. What a contrast between. 
Louis on the dirone, and Loui^ in fetters \ What a 
singularity in this contrast, which disconcerts the whole 
theory of the human heart, aiid is beyond all probabil* 
ities. When Louis XVL the first potentate of Europe, 
could accomplish every thing, he dared not do any 
thing. When he had lost all power, he dared to think 
as a man, and to act as a hero. The weight of a 
sceptre was too heavy for his feeble hands, but he bore 
nobly ^at of his chains. He often excited contempt, 
when seated on a throne ; chained in a tower, he always 
commanded respect. Greatness seemed for -him a 
troublesome element) in which always constrained be 
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could not breathe freely, as soon as he was plunged in 
misery, calm reigned in his heart, and serenity on his 
eountenance. Finally, had he expired hi the midst of 
his court, chronology alone would have recorded his 
inglorious name under that of his predecessors, whilst 
now on his monument shaded with palms^ history and 
poetry are busily employed in engraving the great- 
ness of his fall, the dignity of his sufferings, and the 
glory of his martyrdom. 

This is not the place to investigate the causes of 
those astonishing contrarieties, the analysis of which 
would require the most subtle metaphysical sagatity j 
I shall notwithstanding point out two causes, one of 
which existed in the king's heart, the other in his 
dispositbn, the. first, emanating from a religious, uni- 
form, and constant faith, made him disdain perishable 
greatness to aspire solely at immortality. Had he 
been a less pious christian, he would have been a more 
powerful king, an administrator better obeyed. But cap- 
tivity, admitting that he had be«n reduced to it, would 
not have been softened by religion. His phlegmatic 
apatliy, and the indolence of his inactive mind afford 
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the other cause. Cast by chance on a brilliant theatre, 

where activity is requisite to command admirati<»> 
and where one must act to attract notice, but con- 
demned by natut-e to remain in a manner motionless, 
Louis isaw tranquilly the tempest of events coilectillg 
around him, which he ought ta have warded and 
disstpaited, but wtach has at lUst overwhelmed laak> 
Degraded and a captive, :iib longer the sport ofcircum* 
4ti&Dces) he found'Ibr the first time, not the mast glo- 
rious destiny for him, but the situation, vi^uch he 
thoClght the mbst lavoirritble. His^ars were no longer 
fidgued with Ihe tioise of grandeur, atod the tamidt oC 
revokitioRS, noW su^ee^ed by a proibimd sUence. The 
whimocal and -vanted medley of public afislit's, becom?- 
tng daily mere intricate, -was succeeded by a monot- 
onous and uniform existence, so analogous to the taste 
and wants of the king ; after acting a part, which was 
contrary to his nature amd inclinations, he had become 
a passive observer. The resistance of his immobility, 
a species of negative courage, supplied him with the 
energy, which nature had denied ! And if I add, that 
during the whole time of his detention, a deplorable 
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Vitality, or rather a ferocious combination, sufroundeil 
him with a rabble of men, rude by habit/ wicked by 
inclination, cruel by opinion, and who each day even 
t!» that, which was his last, have embittered the pangs 
of his loiig agony, the wodd will no longer be sur- 
prised, that he appeared as a great man in the Tem- 
ple, while he was so inferior as a king at the Tuileries, 
and that the cit)wn of the saint, hiHig over' his tomb,^ 
gave lustre to the man, whose throne was wrapt m 
obscurity. 

After this conversation with the king, the prince 
gave me a detail of the amusements, which delighted 
his solitude. Before they had deprived me of rv.j 
family, said he to me, I used to enhance the pleasure 
of my walk by their company. The sports of my hojf 
the sweet disposition and graces of my daughter, my 
iter's resignation, the greatness of soul, fortitude^ 
elevated mind and 'knowledge of the queen, dispelled 
my sadness, and made me forgetful of my personal, 
dangers. Seated under the shade of the old chesnut 
trees, which embellished the garden, surrounded by 
tlie dearest objects of my heartj^ to complete my felic- 
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ity, we tiimed our conversation on those, who are 
dear to my, memory. Cruel and sweet recollection ! 
my heart alone preserves you, and my lips dare not 
express you! Ah! M.deFermont, what harm my 
brothers have done me 1 Louis paused, as if that in- 
voluntary exclamation, spontaneously dictated by his 
consoieQce, had surprised and frightened him* Now 
added he, that I am no longer permitted to indulge 
ti>e feelitigs of my heart, but at started and fixed, pe- 
riods, I endeavour to indemnify myself by n^ntal 
speculations. There are no sorrows, which find not a 
solace in reading and study. The perusal of travels, 
which rids me of those men, wliom I love, although 
>they persecute me, brings me among those nations^ 
which we call barbarous, because they ai^ m the vicin- 
ity of nature, but which being endowed with virtues, 
not yetcontambiated with social politeness, fulfil with^ 
x)ut reluctance and without affectation the duties of hu- 
manity. It is amdng them, it is amidst those happy 
hordes, in the heart of a del^^htful country embellish- 
"ed and enriched by the choicest pix)ductions, under a 
temperate latitude, that liberty flourishes and acquires 
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Strength ; it is not a liberty instituted for the sake of 
pillage and equality^ wluch is the mask of disorganiza- 
tion ; a fraternity^ which unites men under the vault 
of threatening pikes ; but that liberty which encircles, 
within a garland of flowers^ hearts worthy of mutual 
afifecuon. As to my historical researches, they initiate 
me, alike into the mysteries of cabinets, and into a 
knowledge of the human heart. Here I behold na- 
tions silently crouchuig under the lash of a Donation^ 
there an unruly multitude fermented by the voice of 
a Mazaniello, in other tracts, myriads of soldiers cut 
down by^the sword of the Saracens, hard by, a blind 
mob deceived and mutilated by fanatical clergymen, 
* and nations become the miserable sport of kings, the 
victims of the pride of the factious, and the prey of 
ambitious conquerors K... .Great God I hast thou only 
created man, and permitted social instituticHis, to de- 
liver them into the hands of a treacherous minority. 

Louis XVI. as he proceeded, displayed a treasure 
of knowledge stored in his memory, and which inspir- 
ed his imagination with the hap{»e8t ideas, and his 
judgment widi the wisest refiectjoas. I was coDtvinced 
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that if an erroneous education, such as prince^ re- 
ceive, had nojj^a one side, vitiated his precious pro- 
pensity to nrtue, and rendered his talents useless, so 
on the other, it had not developed those qualities 
which effected his ruin, and imparted to him his timid- 
ity and weakness ; Louis XVI. equally incapable of 
being .a great or a wicked king, might have given the 
rare example of a virtuous and well informed sove- 
reign. 

I learnt during that interview, that he was engaged 
in translating from the English the last voyage of Cook, 
a work with which our language had not been eririch- 
cd. It was not the only work he had attended to. 
As a learned geographer, he had reduced toa regular 
system the Treafise on great rivers^ of which Louis 
XV. had generally given a list and descriptiiMi ; final- 
ly, from this constant habit of decking, with the flowers 
of study s^ the fruits of meditation, the chains of his 
slavery, it was easy to discover,* that, if Louis cast oc*- 
ca;^<»ially a careless look on bis past grandeur, and 
had consented, that his partisans might attempt to re- 
store his power, it was less from a thirst after it, or 
se 
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from the regret of its loss, than through a condescen 
sion to the queen, and his love for his fiiinily. 

The municipal officer had left us alone for more 
than an hour, and Louis was yet conversing with me» 
when his family were introduced ; I beheld them 
with a tender emotion, and they seemed to receive 
me with pleasure. The piincesses, dressed in robes 
extremely modest in their forms and colours, had on 
their heads handkerchiefs resembling tyrbans, and tied 
on one side. Young Madame had become more beau- 
^ tiful during her retreat ; she unites to a mild physiog- 
nomy, though somewhat proud, an exquisite skm for 
delicacy and whiteness. The calm of resignation was 
psunted on the undisturbed features of Madame Eliza- 
beth, whilst those of the queen, already furrowed by 
sorrow, exhibited the constraint of a soul deeply divid- 
ed between sufferings and meditations. As to the 
young prince, his innocent smile, the candour of his 
looks his light hair resembling that hapjaly expressed 
by Guido, the unaffected ease of his attitude, the celerity 
of his movements, gave a very interesting and tender 
expression to the group of the royal family. The 
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petulant security of the child sporting with bis chains^ 
which had become his toys, under tlie arches of this 
dark dungeon, as carelessly as if he had inhabited his 
father's palace^ and the haughty gravity of Antoinette 
smothering her sighs, and repulsing with a proud dis- 
simulation the insults of her executioners, exhibited a - 
stiiking contrast, which excited in my breast a sad 
sympathy impregnated with terror. 

The queen and her sister in law had been informed 
daily of the progress of the conspiracy. Toulan, who 
still discharged near her the duties of a municipal offi- 
cer, had given them an exact detail of the whole. Its 
explosion and its success alarmed Elizabeth much ; 
this gave the queen some uneasiness, but excited no 
fear; she always found in her great soul resources- 
against adversity, and she found no less to inspire the 
king with a confidence, which she perhaps did not 
possess herself. It may be sgdd finally, that she alone 
gave life, character, and motion, to the weak and good 
personages, which surrounded him. 

The svlbjects which we were engaged in discussing, 
were too important, even to admit the thought of 
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introducing Edwin ; the queen mentioned him iirsl. 
She seemed to learn ^vith satisfaction, that he had 
found means to introduce himself so near the king. 
At the name of my- pupiU young Charles, forsaking 
his card castle, which deeply engaged his attention, 
came to ask me, ivhnhfr he ahotiid see his good frievd 
to dd]^? I answered the prince, that I hoped so ; in 
that caaey said he, / shall be very much pleased^ but* 
added' he, looking at His sister with a sly glance, / 
know somebody that will be more pleased than I shalL 
These few words, which diffused a bed of roses on 
the cheek of Maria Theresa, led me to suspect, tbat 
Fitz-Asland did oot sigh b vain, and, that in spite of 
the distance of rank or place^ love, which laughs at ob- 
stacles and bolts, had made itself understood by means 
of the telegi-aph. I thought, after mature deliberatJan, 
that I ought to leave things to chance, not being desir- 
ous by a severity, perhaps laudable in itself, but mis- 
placed under such circumstances, to add a link to the 
chain of the detained, and to sacrifice the duties of a 
faithful subject to those pf a rigid pr^eptor. 
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* Fortune^ whi^h began to smile on us, was constant. 
At the hdur appointed, Fitz*Asland came to relieve 
the sentinel of the internal door; through the wicket he 
had the honour of kissing the king's hand, those of the 
princesses, and of his son. Their majesties express- 
ed to him the pleasure, which they felt on seeing him 
again ; they asked him. several questions, which he 
answered vnith much wit and propriety, but without 
that petulance, which he had manifested in the first 
interview, Louis conversed principally with him on 
mechanism, with which he was extensively acquainted. 
He approved the attempt, which my pupil had made 
in that branch . of the sciences for his service, and 
promised that he would reward him suitably hereafter, 
During this conversation, frequently interrupted by 
the queen's inquisitive episodes, all tending to find the 

state* of the people's mind towards her, I observed 

I 

young Madame, who listened attentively in a modest 
and pleasing attitude, and did not lose a woixl or ges- 
ture of her lover. Edwin, satisfied to speak before 

her, improved to his best this advantage. An incident, 
£e2 
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as unforeseen as it was fevoorable, offered him an op« 
portunity to display his talents more fully. 

A noisC) heard in the external passage, warned us 
of what we supposed to be the return of the municipal 
apothecary. The prisoners retired into the recess of 
the apartment, Edwin, resdng on his arms, began to 
whistle ; but oti beholding Totilan, we thought those 
precautions needless. He told us, that his colleague, 
who had directions to compose a toniq for the king, ac- 
cording to my prescription, had lainted whilst prepar- 
ing it, being suffocated by the vapour of the coal ; 
that this accident, become more serious, owing to a 
previous indisposition, had obliged the person, whom 
he had met^ to send an apology to the council ; that 
. they immediately delibei*ated on the choice of a suc- 
cessor in the care of the prisoners, and that he himself 
was chosen* You may judge of the pleasure which 
this news diffused among us. 

The first door of the king's apartmetkt xemaining 
open, Toulan sent away the jailer, placed Clery at the 
door, and introduced Fitz-Asland. This con- 
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eourae- of tt«ppy ch^cumstances, and the pvesence of 
devoted stibjects, moved the feeling;s c^the royal fam- 
ify ; we were all silent for a moment, during which 
they rewarded our services with tears, and breathed 
those short but energetic sentences^ in which a senti- 
mental soul exhales itself. 

In order to justify the favours of fortune, -by using 
them sparingly, we rapidly reviewed tlie events, of 
which for four years, and more especially for four 
months^ the royal family had been the objects and 
victims. We examined their present situation ; and 
afterwards, by an exact recapitulation of the resources 
left them, compared with their actual wants, and with 
Ae dangers, which threatened them, we introduced 
the great quesdon to detemnine how, and when we 
should use the one, and repair the other ; in a word, at 
what signal, and in what manner, the conjuration should 
act openly. 

It is during such debates, in whicH life, liberty, and 
honour, long tossed, about by the tempests of contrary 
passioDfi, are the subject of discussion ; it is during 
tliose decisive moments, when an effort is made to 
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snatch those precious rights from impending destruc- 
tion} that souls, concentrated within themselves by ter- 
ror and danger, react and dilate at the dawning per- 
spective of future safety. Nature offers not a more 
propitious opportunity to unravel the intricacies of the 
hmnan heart ; rid of those polite embarrassments, 
called propriety, no longer covered with' the veil of 
social hypocrisy, nature appears in its primitive naked- 
ness, and is, as it were, caught in the fact. 

It was thus, that during this occurrence, I saw the 
king and queen's soul without disguise. United in 
one design, they were not agreed on the time and 
means for its execution. Louis inclined for the 
mildest process, and wished to fix Uie epoch for the 
attempt,, when his trial should become alan)(iing. An- 
toinette was determined to signalize the kind of polit- 
ical resurrection of her house, by a displs^y of severity, 
and some bold stroke. I do not indulge a thirst for 
revenge in acting thus, said she, I take counsel of 
prudence and necessity. Were I to yield to the just 
. transports of my hatred, by making severe reprisals 
for the torments, which I endure, I should crush 
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under my feet the venomous reptiles, that inflict 
them. Cool reasoning and exact calculation have coiv- 
vinced me, that the ruin of the chiefs involves that of 
their party. They must die then, those ferocious 
chiefs, to enable us to live, and in order to make them, 
on the one hand, atone for their crimes, and on the 
other, provide for our security. It is by a suitable 
severity, that we acquire the power of being just, and 
that of showing mercy. As to the instant, that is to 
decide whether France will again acknowledge her 
ancient kings, the more you hasten it, the more you 
will eneTvate the faction. Allow it not to give Europe 
the scandalous spectacle of a trial, commenced against 
my husband . It is important never to permit to be 
eradicated from the people's mind that useful preju- 
dice ; that kings, whose power is the gift of God, are 
answerable to his tribunal alone. Ah ! if Louis XVI. 
less docile to the influence of the new philosophy,, 
which he has fostered without appreciating it, if Louis 
XVI. had propped, with a suitable force, this max- 
tra, which constitutes the solidity of a throne, we 
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should not now be reduced to advise on the means of 
rearing his- own again 1 

The discussion continued without becoming more 
interesting. Finally, neither the velocity required by 
the queen, nor the temporizing measures of the king 
were rejected. Wc decided to make a last review of 
our forces, to compare them with those of our enemy, 
and to surprise him at the time appointed for the 
attack. Toulan was to present on the second day after^ 
and submit to the king the plan of execution in writ- 
ing, at the bottom of which his majesty was to affix 
the royal sanction and special powers. 

Things being thus regulated, it is enough, said the 
king, it is devoting too much time to my private 
interest ; let us grant some moments to friendship, 
and to the pleasures of the heart. Alas ! ought I not 
everlastingly to bless- Providence, which has granted 
to me in that particular what I have lost on the scale 
of grandeur ? I have no sceptre or court left, but I am 
better than ever m the bosom of my family, which 
repays my tenderness many fold, and makes me for- 
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get my misfortunes by incessant and redoubled tokens 
of attachment. 

, The princesses, at that time having retired to the 
window, where they formed a semicircle, and being 
all engaged in needle work, recalled to my mind 
those celebrated queens of antiquity, whoj like Penel- 
ope, charmed the dulness of greatness by the ple;as- 
ures of. industry. On the comer of a small table, 
where Clery was setting copies for the young prince, 
the king unfurled a geographical map of Fra»ce ac- 
cording to its division into departments, then covering 
it with a white paper of the same size, he invited his 
son to shew us his docility to the lessons of his father 5 
say also my gratitude for your care, added the charm- 
ing child, who, with the tip of a pencil, traced, with as 
nuich celerity as exactness, the divisions, the name of 
each department, and of ea^h district, and the courses 
of the rivers, vlrhich water them, and their most re- 
markable mountains. 

To the gepgraphical lesson, succeeded the reading 
of history. But Louis, above all, fed the mind of his 
ycfung son vrith that of revolutions. This prince had 
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made a short, but excellent extract from the best his- 
torians of antiquity, and the most esteemed among the 
modems. On that day, the order of lessons led th« 
august instructer, and the royal pupil to the revolution, 
>vhich overthrew the throne of the famous Dionysius, 
and which, substituting a ferula to his sceptre, made 
him tlie instructer of children, instead of a governor 
of subjects. The allusion was striking, and the king 
was not the last to observe it. You see, my son, said he 
to little Charles, that I am not the only dethroned king, 
who has solaced the severity of liis misfortunes by 

study. Dionysius taught reading Did he teach 

iiis own children ? asked the young prince in the 
most sentimental accents, and with a look replete with 
tenderness. By a simultaneous impulse, the three 
princesses suspended their work, and Maria Theresa 
kissed her brother, and flew to the arms of her 
father melting in tears. This simple and moving 
scene procured us a renting pleasure. 

A short concert termmated this interesdng inter- 
view. Edwin, without infoiming me of it, had at- 
tempted to set, to the music of a well known romance. 
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lh6 following words, which he sang, and which the 
queen deigned to accompany on the piano forte. 

Tourterelle captive 
Au fond de ce bergeau, 
Desol^e et plaintive, 
tjeroit sur un rameau ; 
Elle pleure son tourterea'?*}, 

Et fatigue Techo 

De sa doulear naive' 

Ton amour, ma tendre sse 

Sont ma vie et mon bien ; 

Aupr^s de tamaitresse^ 

II ne te manque rien ; 

Mais loin d'elle, quel autre liea 

Peut te rendre le bien 

Que te fait sa tendresse ? 

Do sa voix g6missante 
Echo te dit I'accent ; 
Aux pleura de ton amante 
R^ond en accourant ; 
Hate toi, finis mon U>urmeiit*»* 

Un souptr de Tamant 

Rend la vie k I'amante. 
Ff 



SEVENTH NIGHT. 



EIGHT days after this interview^ which Toulan 
and mjrself reported to the divectory of the conjuratioDy 
I received a line from Manuel, informing me, that on 
ite next daf, the national convention, in committee of 
the whole, would discuss the awful question, which 
was to determine the fiite of Louis XVI. this message 
was accompanied with a card to procure me admit- 
tance at the hall of the school of equitation. The 
days of my surgical mission being expired, it was by 
means of the telegraph, that my pupil informed the 
king of this new incident. 

If this setting of the most powerful association, 
which ever existed, could have been made public, it 
would havevbeen. sufficient to have given a just opinion. 
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of its most famous members. No longer embarx«issc4: 
by the jealous observation of the commmi.es, I saw 
them yield, without reserve, to their ruling passions. 
Some exaggerating the revolutionary sidvantages, oth-. 
ers confessing their devotion for fanaticism ; some im- 
pelled by their thirst after applause, others indulgmg 
all the refinements of cunning and deception ; som^ 
animated by the love of glory, others shewing their 
desire of obtaining the honours of sovereignty ; a 
greater number actuated by a patriotism, respectable 
hi its origin, tenible in its shocks, and pernicious in 
its results. I shall endeavour to trace, as far as^ my 
memory will allow, the prominent display of this 
truly tragical scene, by the importance^ of the actors, 
who sustained parts, by the questions, which were de» 
bated, and the influence, which they had on the desti- 
nies of the kiqg of France, ofEurope, and of mankind 
at large. 

When I entered, Gensonne presided ; the left side, 
called the mountain^ was filled from top to bottom ;. 
the centre was numerous, but the right almost empty. 
Ban'^re had mounjted the JRoatrum ; silence prevailed,. 
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this dextrous orator was heard attentively, and his !5pe( cl^ 
was subor(£uiate to every opinion, each one, in hearing 
him, thought he recognised his own sentiment, and, 
that he heard his ovfrn arguments displayed, and as 
applauding him was self applause, he commanded all 
the suffrages. 

^<In the moral order, said he^ there a^ mathematical 
truths, in which all are agreed, as every one admits 
incontestible physical facts. Let any one ask each of 
us, what is the form of the sun ? AU voices will unite, 
and pronounce it round. Let any one inquire of each 
of us, what are the sweets of slavery, and the disasters 
of liberty ? We shall find the latter preferable to the 
former ; because after a due calculation, neither being 
numerous, we are induced to choose the greatest sum 
of happiness, from which we have but little evil to 
subtract. 

" But when we enter on the means of making the 
most important addition to the blessings, and the most 
considerable subtraction of evils, there unanimity will 
eease^ the problem will be balanced in different minds>. 
and debates will commence. 

F'f2 
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" Such would be the decision which we now seek, i^ 
in order to pass its narrow defiles, we were not united 
by the common interest^f the country. Who among 
you woidd question, that it must be saved ? 

** Two principal opinions, and wliich appear irrec- 
oncilable, divide thcv convention. The partisans of the 
first persuade Jjiemselvesythat the glory of France, the 
interest and the duty of the assembly requh^e, that they 
should summon, before the tribunal of opinion, whose 
©rgan they are, a mortal, who was a king. Those, who 
profess the second, feel so confident in the stability of 
the new government, that the humbling of the mon- 
arch seems to them of no use to give it firmness. They 
even think, that the coalesced powers wait only for a 
pretext of this kind te arm the people and their preju- 
dices. Therefore, eacjh finds, in his patriotism and in 
his conscience, the cause and support of his mode of 
tliinking, each therefore ought to felicitate even him, 
who is diametrically opposed to his wishes, since in 
his adversary he may embrace a republican. 

*' After this fi'atemal embrace, which binds in the 
same bonds, and uiutes in one way of thinking, hearts 
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made to Cherish each other, since tliey are destined to 
lay the foundation of liberty, could you any longer agi- 
tate a question, the private interest of which vanishes 
before the general interest ? What matters it to the 
fate of the republfCj whether Louis sleeps in the sump- 
tuous palace of the Tuileries, or in the dungeon of the 
Temple ? Are his moral existence and. political death 
of that extreme consequence, that the founders of de- 
mocracy should spend the time of the country on that 
subject? Let the man, descended from the throne, 
slumber, or rather disencumber the soil of liberty of 
the rubbish of that very throne, I mean to say of mo- 
narchical institutions ; restore circulation to the dried 
up arteries of the social body ; decree perpetual vic- 
loiy, by it, you shall have truly decreed the republic." 
" Is this, exclaimed Danton, without leaving his 
place, is this the proud and energetic style of a lover 
©f liberty, or the sycophant cant of a vile pander of 
tyranny? To approve or reject all opinions is too- 
much, or too little ; it is nothing at all. My blood 
boilsj I feel a contraction of my muscles, wh 
die measure, which we insist upon, treated 
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ference. Great God ! It is indifferent to those alone, 
who alike caress royalty and repubUcanism, as ihey 
often pass from the arras of one prostitute into those 
of another. But we, the pontiffs of equality, should 
we be called Druids, we shall vote her a sacrifice 
worthy of herself. Ah ! had not your volatile patri- 
otism evaporated on the day, . on which you made the 
&int effort of proclaiming liie republic, the head of 
the tyrant should have been prostrated at your feet, 
and his blood should have reddened the fioor of the 
legislature. But until the hour arrives, which is about 
Co strike, let us begin his trial." 

" Yes, continued Robespierre, who had mounted the 
rostrum, yes let his trial commence ; let us place on 
the stool that bemg, who proudly sat on a throne, and 
let us humble royalty by the accusaticm of Louis ; but 
let us guard against that exultation, so happy, when it 
springs from the heart, so dangerous, when it arises 
from the fermentation of the brain. lam no less 
afraid of the equinoxial rays which bum vegitation, 
than of the northern frosts, which prevent the circula- 
tion of Ae sap. Why are we entertained with )icads 
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cut off, and Jjlood lavished ? Why is liberty represent- 
ed as holding a dagger ? It sacrifices victims, I own 
it, but only when the laws direct the axe. It executes, 
but does not assassinate. Let us clothe the king's 
trial with solemn forms. Bring him before you as 
representatives of the nation, like that nation, divest 
yourselves oi passions ; see nothing but the country ; 
but remember that justice is before the country it- 
self." 

^ Robespierre,'' said St. Just, ^^ has laid down, in a 
few words, the basis of politics, the rule of morals, the 
theory of revolutions. Legislators, I shall add but one 
word ; the country errs often through zeal, sometimes 
through interest, but inflexible justice never commits 
errors, but always repairs them. Judge the king 
then, justice will point out, whether you ought to ab- 
solve or condemn him." 

Several orators followed the preceding, but they did 
not differ materially, and voted on the same side. Un- 
til then not a voice had been raised to oppose the tor- 
rent, I.thought I saw the triumph of the mountain in- 
jured, and that they would pass the decree without any 
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discussion. Already the countenances of its membei*^ 
manifested the smile of triumph ; but Vergniaud soon 
mounted the rostrum, and, with a penetrating and son- 
orous voice, expressed, in the following words, the 
feelings of his heart* 

'' My eye looks in vain among you, I see none but 
members of clubs (londmumntn on the side of the 
nunmiamy the orxUor disdained them^ and drummed them 
in the sounds of his melodious voice J I shall not tell 
you like Barr^re, that the fate of the prisoner is indif- 
ferent to us. Why should it be ? Because he has been 
a king, has he ceased to be a man ? Does he suffer 
no longer ? Is it a crime to pity him ? Dare you re- 
proach me with it ? The groans of the victims of 

September would silence you ^ hundred voices from 

every part of the hall were heard at once.** " Order I 
Order ! to the Abbey I Down with Vergniaud ! Let 
the Gironde Duck quack P* Sounds of the firesident^s 

bell rend the air For the honour of the assembly, 

exclaimed Marat, as he scaled the rostrum, I ask that 

Vergniaud may be silenced For the honour 'of 

Vergniaud, answered the latter, I second the mo- 
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xixm of Marat A frightful noise and confu^on en** 

sued ; thirty mountaineers, on one side^ and twen* 
ty members on the right, fly to the rostrum, and 
speak all together, some vague exclamations and sharp 
cries are the only speeches addressed to^the murmur- 
ing assembly. The sounds of the bell are no longer 
heard amidst the horrid confusion. The passions let 
loose are frightfully depicted on all countenances. 
Dsmton appears more colossal than ever/ and d'Or* 
leans's purpureal hue is many shades darker ; Robes* 
pierre becomes more livid ; Marat, in a filthy dress, 
raves like a demoniac on the rostrum, stamping with 
his feet, and striking it with both his fists ; while Verg- 
niaud, with a brilliant and serene eye, a composed 
visage, the smile of disdain bordering on his lips, 
waits the &vourable instant to shoot, upon his mean 
antagdnists, the victorious shafts of his rare eloquence. 
This moment presented itself at last. "How 
much/' ssdd he, improving the opportunity, " how 
muck I might take advantage of the arms put in my 
hands, were it not at the expense of my country ! You 
attimpt to regulate emigres ! You, who have not even 
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the control of yourselves ! You wish to. be- free, and 
you know not how to be just ! You wish to give laws 
to the world ! and you cannot subject your passions to 
any ! What a scene you exhibit to my affiighted im- 
agination i The gladiators defended, at least, but 
their own heads, and you are quarrelling for that of 
another 1 Has not the cannibal intoxication of Septem- 
ber satiated you with blood ? In vain, would you allege, 
to conceal your devouring thirst, that it is the blood of 
the king you desire. I shall always answer you, that 
a king is a man. If you prostrate his head, thousands 
of heads will drop after it in succession. I see the axe 
in Cromwell's hands, and it is, because I wish not to 
see a royal successor after the pretender, that I in- 
sist on the dismissal of the trikl of Charles l.,.,,J\^am€ 
Cromwell^ exclaimed a voice I am in an error, re- 
plied Vergniaud, in honouring with this name, the 
base hypocrite, who btims to act his part. Cromwell 
was not sullied with every possible vice ; he was not 
in the habit of running from the filth of debauchery to 
bathe himself in the blood of murdered victims. Crom- 
well, endowed with a vast and powerful genius^ held in 
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his liandtha world and its empires. He could mould, 
at will, loBgdoms or republics. But he, whom 1 
mean, whose ©wn heart infonns him of his name, only 
knows how to destroy. Has the genius of evil es- 
caped from hell to infect the world ? Oh ! virtue, hast 
thou not a genius to oppose him, to wrest from him an 
iniquitous power ?" 

Vergniaud, and after him many members demon- 
strated, that the intended trial of the king was both un- 
just and impolitic. I could not, without being tedi- 
ous, repeat the many speeches which signalized this 
memorable sitting, since condemned to oblivion. The 
most extraordinary proposals were made to turn the' 
attention of the members from the principal object* 
I heard some ferocious motions, and eloquent replies ; 
some coarse and furious invectives, and a display of all 
that refinement and energy, peculiar to the French 
language, when studied carefully, cultivated by genius^ 
and spoken habitually. Finally, after a warm struggle . 
of about eight hours, during which bold crime, with 
superior forces, engaged eloquent but feeble virtue, 
the motion for the trial of Louis X VL was referred to 
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die convention. Couthon, whom I have not mention- 
ed, but who fix>m that instJAnt appeared to mc one. of 
the most sanguinary champions of pillage and devas- 
tation, although he concealed his savage inclinations 
under the cloak of ' modesty, and under the mask of 
a visage altered by sickness, was appointed to draw 
the resolution, and to present it immediately. 

The same evening my pupil hastened to communi- 
cate to the king the resolves of the committee of the 
whole, and requested to know his majesty's intenUons ' 
his answer was as follows. 

" Too much precipitation may ruin all, in attempt- 
ing to save all ; I believe the report, which you make, 
but I cannot conceive, that this deliberation wiD be 
followed by alarming consequences. They dare not. 
Let us wait." 

This billet discouraged me. Antoinette^ whom 
Toulan consulted on the next day, manifested con- 
trary sentiments. There is no more time to lose, 
said she to the municipal officer, we have lost top 
much already. If the ti'ial commences, the king is a 
dead man, and we are all lost. We are engaged 
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a^jainst tygers, who will not forgive us their o>\t> 
crimes. Let us punish the old, and prevent the new. 
Let every thing be ready in two days. Assemble 
your discontented nobles, your dismissed clergy- 
men, your prostrated magistrates, your fearful capital- 
ists, your timid citizens, your speculating bankers, 
and all those ruined, humbled, or threatened by the 
new order of things. Secure the agents of foreign- 
ers. Bind all opinions by a solemn oath, all interests 
by protnises. Intrust the principal object to none but 
the most devoted ; but to those, who having lost allf 
hav^ all to gain.' Your batteries are well cUsposed ; 
but we shall judge them by tlieir effect. Once more 
in two days lead us to the throne, or let our bloody 

coi*ses satiate Jhe fury of our executioners Toulan, 

enchanted with the heroic courage of Antoinette, 
promised, that he would justify her confidence. 

The queen's ardour sympathized with that of the 
young man, who saw no other obstacle to the success 
*of his project, but the want of decision in the king ; 
I undertake to reonove that objection, answered the 
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princess ; the king's extreme goodness borders on 
weakness, but we must save him against his will. 

The rest of the day was employed in warning the 
chiefs of the conjuration to attend a general assembly 
during the following night. The rendezvous was in 
the island of the Swans. 

At midnight, or thereabout, I left our dwelling 
accompanied by Edwin ; we were wrapped in large 
cloaks, and wore round hats ; it was as I have observ- 
ed in December. A cloudy sky poured on us large 
flakes of snow, whirled about by a freezing north wind. 
After a few ^vindings, we avoided passing the guard 
house, shunned the patrols, and the vigilance of the 
barriers. Having reached the field of Mars near the 
banks of the Seine, we waited theres^pme time, and 
made a signal agreed upon to procure a boat, and 
soon distinctly heard the strokes of its oars, as it ap- 
proached. The boatman carried us silently across ; 
five persons standing on the other shore surroundedand 
embraced us, when we landed. By means of the feint 
light, afforded by the reflection of the snow, I exam- 
ined these persons, but did not know them. I sought 
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Toulan, and even added the rallying; woi'ds, " courage 
and Jidelity,*^ I received^no an3wer, and those per- 
sons gazed on each other with an ah* of astoni^ment. 
I began to suspect some blunder, and Edwm feared 
we were betrayed, Hp had already cocked hi* pistols 
under his cloak. x\t last the sn^allest man of the five 
approached me, lifted the brim of his hat, considered 
me attentively, and inquired whether I was not abb6 

de Seyes ? Abbe de Seyes I exclaimed ' I witli 

astonishment ; are you ? Fear nothhig, fi'-ud he to 

me, I am Dumouriez General, continued I, I shall 

not take advantage of your involuntary indiscretion ; I 
will shew you confidence by telling you who I am. 
You thought you spoke to Seyes, but I am only abb6 

Fermont I know not whether Dumouriez was 

ignorant of my name, or that such a man existed, or 
whether surprise had made him forget it ; but to 
bring him out of the confusion of ideas, into which he 
seemed plunged, I was obliged to give him a summa- 
ry account of myself, of the sentiments which I enter, 
tained for the king, and of the efforts which I wa^ 
about to make for his deliverance. Perhaps you wilh 

Gg2 
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think me imprudent for intrusting such a man with 
such a secret. But, besides the difficulty, which I 
experience in remaining long under concealment, 
especially when I am pressed by some unexpected 
event, I concluded in my mind, that from the opinicMis, 
which Duraouriez had manifested to the king of 
Prussia in favour of Louis XVI. this general could be 
useftil to my project. I knew also both by the letter 
of the envoy of Frederick William, and by the con- 
rersations, which I had with that minister, that Du- 
mouricz, too imprudent to become a dangerous con- 
spirator, possessed none of the qualifications necessary 
to a chief of party, except the vanity of being reputed 
•such, without the possibility of justifying this title by 
great talents. Not that he was without abilities^ but 
liie 'distance between good sense and genius is great, 
and the intrigues of court or of a public office arc 
insignificant compared with the rapid and gigantic 
strides of a conspiracy. Dumouriez listened to me 
with interest, and his whole attention was engrossed 
by the incident of the moment, according to his natu- 
ral disposition. Sir,^ said he to me, I shall pi-ove 
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worthy of the confidence, which you have shewed me 
by placing mine in you without reserve. Although I 
did not come to Paris, and especially here, for the 
same object, which you have in view, I am not here 
to counteract it, and you may be of service to me in 
my design ; that of overthrowing anarchy by placing 
on the throne of France, a prince of the blood of Hen- 
ry IV. who is equally renowned in the field, as skilful 
in administration ; this design, abandoned at the so« 
licitation of the special envoy of Louis XVI. and at 
my request, has again been proposed by the king of 
Prussia. As the author of this plan, I have in charge 
to establish its basis, and to adopt the best means for 
its execution. Not wishing to shew myself in Paris, 
at least for a time, I had sent word to Seyes to meet 
me here, to deliberate upon a cause, to which I believe 
he is no stranger. This appointment clashing with 
yours has been the cause of our mutual mistake. I 
ami far from being sony for it > we can be useful to 
each other. 

The general then gave me a detail of his views, 
^is intention, which explained those of the powers, 
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that employed him, was to temporize with all parties, 
to plot with all the chiefs, to attack all resistance indi- 
rectly, and to unite, with dexterity, ail affections on the 
head of his favourite prince. 

There were, no doubt, some advantages in this 
plan. The greatest was the extinguishing of the rev- 
olutionary focus, and the stopping of that effusion of 
blood, which threatened to inundate the liew republic. 
But had every obstacle been foreseen ? Or, if they had, 
would the springs, destined to surmount them, have 
sufficient elasticity to become efficacious ? How could 
the duke of Orleans be persuaded, that he was unfit to 
reign ? His friends, that they had no talents to become 

ambassadors, generals, or ministers ? The Berlin 

ducats and the British guineas will do that, answered 
Dumouriez Very well, but will gold buy the con- 
sent of the king ? Admitting that he resigns his throne, 
will he sacrifice his son, and the Maternal branch to 
the ambition of collateral relations ? How will you sub- 
due the unconquerable spirit of Antoinette, who knows 

no alteraative between the throne and the scaffold ? 

This is the point, in which you may be of infinite 
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service to the king, whom you love, and to the duke 
of Chartres, who will have it in his power to give you 
solid proofs of his friendship. Attack at oiice, the con- 
science, heart, and disposition of Louis XVL with the 
arms of religion, and those furnished by circumstances, 
tf our agents make true reports, the king's trial will 
soon commence ; under this hypothesis, besides the 
humble posture of tjie accused, which they will com- 
pel him to take, can any one foresee, or rather does not 
any one foresee the issue of an affair, so similar in 
eveiy respect to that of Charles Stuart ? Has not 
Danton proclaimed in open assembly, that kings could 
only be struck on the head ? Louis must know that, 
he must fear it. And it is to this misfortune, that you 
must propose a remedy ; an infallible and sovereign 
remedy, added Dumouriez with warmth. Let him 
transfer by an act under his royal signature the rights, 
which he thinks he has to the crown, to the young 
duke of Chartres, and I will be answerable for his 
head, the safety of his whole family, their liberty, and 

an asylum as secure as honourable With whatever 

indignation this inspired me, however perplexing it 
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w^, I thought I ought not to reject it. The negotiat- 
ing general, filled with hopes of a speedy and favour- 
able answer, left me after waiting some time for 
Seyes, who did not come. He gave me a fictitious 
address to enable me to transmit, to him at Passy, the 
result of our inter^ew. 

The king's virtues and his goodness endear him 
much to my heart, said Edwin. You know how I 
love his adoi*able daughter, yet I could not consent to 
see them live, or become free, on those shameful 
conditions. I hope, my dear papa, that you vnll not 
wound the feelings of the prisoners with that infei- 
mous proposal. 

' *I gave my pupil assurances to allay his fears in 
terms that alleviated in some degree the bitterness of 
my heart, when I contemplated the destiny of a mon- 
arch so reviled, that every intriguer thought he had 
the right to demand his life, or to stipulate the price 
of its redemption. 

The night was far advanced, and those, who had 
promised to meet us, and for whom we waited, did 
not arrive. The boatman, who had brought uTover, 
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carried back Dumouriez and his companicMis, among 
whom, I believed the eldest son of the duke of Or- 
leans had come. Until the boatn>an could retunij 
not knowing how to employ the time, which was the 
more tedious, that, cold and obscurity seemed to length- 
en its duration, we rambled over the little island. We 
had hardly progressed a hundred paces, when the 
words who gota there? strongly articulated, induced 
us to' stand. I did not know what to answer, yet hap- 
pening to tliink tliat it might be Toulan, or some of 
his party, I made the air resound with the word 
'* couragcy* which was immedidtely answered by that 
of ^^^delityT' The sentinel leading us to a subter- 
raneous cavern, lifted a trap and introduced us to an 
assembly faintly lighted by a funeral lamp. 

The wrong indication, given us, had been the cause 
of the error, which had separated 'us. I thought I 
ought to conceal my encounter with the general. 
Toulan, who had just .exposed to the company the 
state of things, and the absolute determination of 
their majesties, proposed* to bind all the chiefs pres- 
ent by'^ scrfenm oath. I had tlje honour to receive it. 
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Then before a table, which answered for an altar, each 
having extended his hand on the gospel, swore to con- 
secrate his strength physical and moral to the restoration 
of the monarchy y to the safety and liberty of the king arid 
his family, Tliis spectacle was truly imposing ; un- 
der the arches of a mouldy cavern, by the trembling 
light of a sepulchral lamp, thirty pereonages, once tlie 
most distinguished in state, remarkable for the dread- 
ful and rapid fall, which they had experienced, re- 
spectable for their unconditional and unbounded de- 
votcdness, ofi'ered to the cause, the defence of which 
they undertook, their repose, theu' fortunes, libeity 
and life. The silence and mourning of nature, the 
hollow - murmurs of the north wind over our heads, 
the nocturnal hour, this assembly of men of charac- 
ters so different, conditions so opposed, and of such 
diversified interests ; this circle of personages, whose 
countenances were varied, as much in expression, as 
their forms and attitudes, and not less variegated in 
the colours of their dress ; in the midst of them, near 
a decayed table, on which rested the divme book, the 
proof of religion, and the pledge of salvation, a min- 
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Ister standing with entreating hands uplifted towards 
heaven. This sacred oath and the venerable objects^ 
which inspired it, the contrast -of their eclipsed splen- 
xlour, with the dazzling eclat of their enemies ; all 
seemed united to stamp this simple ceremony with 
sublimity. 

When it was concluded, they deliberated with 
warmth, and determined with enthudasm on the 
means of accomplishing the project. The death of 
six of the principal conspirators agaiiist the King's Ufe 
was decreed unanimously, excepting my suffrage 
which I formally refused, not satisfied, that I could, 
without being guilty of sacrilege, stain with human, 
even guilty blood, my sacred character, as a minister 
of God. When the debate turned upon the punish- 
ment, which the duke d'Orieans should suffer, I was 
astonished to fiAd, that it was less severe, than that de* 
creed against his accomplices. It was not because he 
was not accounted as guilty, but it was demonstrated^ 
that alone and without perfidious counsellors, he never 
would have been audacious enough to become so* 

And his constitutional weakness^disarmed those minds 
Ah 
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irritated at the horrid deeds, wHch the villains, who 
jxrennptedhim, made him perpetrate didly. * 

Uowever, on mature deliheration, as it was appre- 
hended, that the impmiity of lus treason might em- 
bolden not only those, in the perpetration of crimes, 
whose hearts were already engaged in the same plots, 
but that he himself, surrounded by new intriguers, 
might again become the central point of a new con- 
s^racy, the capital punishment was decreed against 
him. And in order to make by this act a terrible ex- 
ample, that would command obedience, at the sanie 
time, that it would inspire fear, it was determined) 
that the duke's trial prepared, a long time since, by 
seven members of parliament, of whom two were 
peers of France, the only two, who could be summon- 
ed, should immediately commence, and that liis execii- 
ticm, accompanied by the most solemn forms, should 
be ordered without delay. As to the abettors of this 
prince, accused in the public mind, convicted of crimes, 
whose vesdges are marked by the desolation of the 
country, condemned by reason and sentiment, they 
would be immediately delivered, either to military 
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\sxecution, or to that condign punishment, due to the 
crimes of the vilest among men. Theeidie of onr hun- 
dred of the partisans of anarchy ; a solitary and perpet- 
ual confinement of an equal number, less atrocious^ and 
less dangerous; an incessant watching over those, 
who had openly manifested the opinions fostered by 
those anarchists ; and a general exclusion q£ them 
^m any place of trust, were the nnelifsures, which, . 
by securing an easy and total annihilation of that party, 
were to terminate their triumphs. I saw with pleas- 
ure, that they were satisfied with that precaution, I 
mean the banishment of all those from th« functions 
of state, ^ho> without having boen implicated in the 
plots and pillages of unlimited democracy,' made an 
open profession of republicanism ;.fbrby establishing, 
between them and the agents of revolutionary terror, 
so plain a di&dnction, the royal picrty gave proofs of 
the esteem inspired by the republicans, and the hor- 
ror excited by the demagogues. There was, in fact, 
nothing to apprehend from the former but piindples 
and opmions contrary to the restored government; 
therefore, if. equity demanded,, that they should be 
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spared^ prudcnee would not admit of their being em- 
ployed. As to the emigrants, as it was not yet proved, 
that whilst assembled beyond the Rhine they had' 
armed, or that in arming they had an intention to in- 
vade the country, the question of their full restoration 
remained unsettled, in spite of the earnestness of 
some of their partisans, who, if it must be confessed, 
had shewed tiiemselves inclined to adopt the most 
severe measures. 

The moment for the accomplishment of this great 
design, pregnant with the &te of France, and of her 
monarch, was fixed on the following night. Half 
after twelve was to bt the hour ; the Temple set in 
flames, and a cannon shot, fired from the new bridge,. 
were to be the signal. At this alaran, it was natural 
to suppose, that ail the inhabitants of Paris would 
leave their dwelUngs to spread in numerous crowds 
on the public squares, a thing usual on similar occa- 
sions. 

But. what would not be known was, that the pha« 
lanxes of the king's friends, skilfiiUy distributed in dif- 
ferent quarters, would sieize upon the most impor« 
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tant posts, the treasury, the arsenal, and the palace 
of Orleans, and would prevent, by all means ip their 
power, the meeting of the members in the place of 
their sitting, or any where else. A chosen band, 
commanded by experienced and well tried chiefs, 
were to give to the sword the heads of the condemned, 
and, if they had partissois shameless and bold enough 
to defend them, they were to make immediate ex- 
amples of them. 

The precautionary arrest of the members of the 
executive council, of the members of the department 
of tlie Seine, of the corrupt members of the com- 
munes, of fifty of the most famous Cordeliers, Jaco» 
bins, and Clubists, and of some presidents of sections, 
was to be effected at the same moment The incar- 
ceration of twenty incendiary editors, and of a handful 
©f apostles of pillage, blood, and anarchy, was to pre- 
cede the restoration of the monarch. While those 
Dfieasures should be effected at one time, Louis XVI. 
and his i^mily, let out of the Temple during the tu- 
xdult of the conflagration, were to be conveyed to the 

house of Mrs. Clara Melwood, where I was to take.. 
»h2^ 
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charge of them with the asastance of Miss Faimy and 
Fitz*Asland. At the moment, that a feithful emis- 
sary should inform me, that the king's party were tri- 
umphant, and that of Orleans crushed, I was to per- 
buade their majesties and the royal femMy, to ride 
through Paris on horseback, escorted by a good and 
numerous troop,, and to go sword in hand to conqueF, 
never to be wrested again, the throne of Benry^ If, 
Charlemagne^ and St^ Louh^ 

Such was, in shoit, the plan of this counterrevolu- 
tion. Local measures were intrusted to the pi^dence 
of the chiefs ; those springing from occurrences, left 
to their zeal, chance, or necessity. Before the assem- 
bly separated, couriers, intrusted with the device of 
the conjuration, were despatched to the departments, 
and to foreign countries, so that internally the move- 
ment, knpressed on the centre, might at once extend 
to the whole circumference, and, that externally, it 
might be seconded and sjipported by the coalesced 
powers^ 

This setting had electrified my pupil, and added to 
his generous sentiments. My dear Maria Theresa 
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will again be restored to grandeiir, said he to me, and 
will again be placed at a distance from me^ so that I 
can no longer be permitted to approach her. Farewell 
to the pastoral project, which my brain had conceived. 

No matter let her for ever be happy, and I shall 

entertsdn no regrets. When she graces a throne, I 
shall say to myself, with some pride, this is the work 
of my love. 

I was far from sharing in this enthusiasm-; not be^ 
cause like Edwin, and as inuch as he, I did not wish 
for the triumph of the prisoners, but, because the 
moment) which was to realize it, appeared terrible to 
my mind. I fore3aw the torches of civil discord in- 
flaming Paris, the passions of hati*ed let loose, private, 
vengeance ex.ercised, and the streets of this great city, 
inundated in blood. Should the aggressors succeed, or 
should the factions resist effectually, the perspective 
remained the same, my fears only changed their ob- 
jects. They were still men, whom a premature and 
tragical death would erase from the catalogue of the 
living, from the social order ; I could never under- 
Stand those ridiculous and barbarous distinctions, which 
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SO materially . alter tlie soundest minds and the most 
natural affections, that they will no longer alios? any 
one to deplore the misfortunes of a man^ if he is an 
Ihemy ; as if, because a man is* French or English, a 
republican or royalist, he had ceased to be a member 
of the family of mankind 1 

I was not bound by an oath in the enterprise ; that, 
imposed by a delicate conscience and virtue, induced 
me to inform the king of what I had witnessed during 
this memorable night. I even thought I was bound 
to inform him of my encounter with Dumouriez, 
knowing that in the actual state of affaii^s, the greatest 
imprudence was to conceal the truth. Louis answer- 
ed immediately. 

JftlLLET OF UOVIB XVI. COPIED FROM THE CON- 
CAVE MIRROR. 

r 

(VOV^HBE, No. 13.) 

^ M. de Fermont, in the name of the attachment, 
Which you cherish for me, andj if requisite, in the 
name of my authority, I forbid you to cooperate in any 
of the projects, which you have announced to mt. 
That of Dumouriez chills me with horror, the otbev 
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makes me trembie. Order those^ who have engaged 
in it, to suspend its execution. I shall only recc^ise 
as faithful subjects those that obey me.**^ 

I hastened to reply to his majesty that he migl)| 
depend, on my zeaU and that my only mode of prov- 
ing my love^ would always be to serve him^ not as I 
wiahedi but as he should prescribe. 

It was necessary to give» without loss of time^ a 
communication of this letter to the chiefs of the cc^- 
spiifitors. Formerly I had known them^ but now that 
they were prosciibed, and compelled to conceal them- 
selves, I should not have been able to End the resi- 
dence of one of them. I therefore ran to Toulan ; I 
was told, that he was gone to the communes, I went 
therci he had gone to the Temple, where I could not 
shew my well known &ce ; of course I was obliged 
to wait, although each instant brought on the fatal 
hour,, and a delay might have ruined every things 

After two tedious hours, he .returned ; his face was 
inflamed, his eyes darted fire, his hair was dishevelled^ 
let us go out, said he, I must speak to you. We took 
a caiTiage,. which earned us. to the. garden of the ar- 
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seiml. Toulan was so imtaiedy that he lost all recoUeC' 
tioD of the cold, until he observed that the trees were 
stripped. He occasionally made short exclamations, 
and uttered vords intemiptefl by aghs, until he could 
collect and compose his ideas, dispersed by some vio- 
lent shock. I read the king's letter to him, this com- 
munication redoubled hra fory. That is the veiy 
pusillanimous man, the indolent monarch, iirho,- inca- 
pable of thinking or actkig, trill not suffer others to act 
and think lor him ! August and unhappy princess, 
how I pity your magnanimous soul, to be obli^ ta 
bend under such an unworthy spouse ! No matter, in 
spite of the ne^ obstacles, which he thmws in the 
way, ^e must triumph. The coward must either 
shew himself brave or expire under daggers. The 
tone, the accent, the gestures of Toulan, the expres- 
sion of his features, the harshness of his language, 
made me very uneasy, and excited my in<fignation. I 
begged of him to explain himself. What can I tel) 
you but you already know, answered he ; have not tbis^ 
letter and my rage taught you all ? I insisted. Well, 
continued the officer, know, tiiat I went to the Temple, 
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«<Mne moments after the communication^ that through 
an improdetice, which savours of timidity, and which I 
highly disapprove, you made to the king of our deter* 
mioation. His famUy were then in* his apartment. 
Hardly was tlie door open, when Louis rose and ran 
towards me ; you are then resoiv«d to saciifice me 
ssud he, with a brutal fury ? You are nothing but an 
ambitious man, using a laudable pretext to raise your 
own fortune ! But be undeceived, if you think you shall 
obtain ray consent ; I forbid you to execute this fatal 
project, which cannot succeed, and which would over- 
whelm me with disgrace, and lead me to the scaffold* 
Antoinette, this queeir, as charming;, as she is cour- 
ageous^ arose, when she heard those words, and ad- 
vancing towards the king, sire, said she to him, why 
punish TotUw fco- his zeal I Is he guilty, because you 
are weak ? Will you treat him, who is about to libera 
ate you, worse than an enemy ?.....I^refuse his services^ 
answiered the king ; they are pregnant with his ruin, 

mine, yours Madame, and that of my children So 

then, resumed the queen, you prefer a shameful life 
in ti»a tower to the glory oi the success, which awaits 
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you ? You forget the devotedness of your loyal nolnK 
ity, to think of your personal ti*anquillity ? Until no^ 
you seemed to sanction and second our efforts^ but, 
when the time is come, you hesitate ! What do I say ? 
you flee from the encounter ! But should I be aston- 
ished ? Have you ever done difierently in cratical mo- 
ments ? Have you protected my bed fn»n the stains 
of the 6th. of October I Have you pumshed the dar- 
ing attempts of the 20th. of February ? Have you not 
sanclicmed the unheard of crime of the 2dth. of June, 
by sullying, with the cap of the rabble, a brow lutherto 
encircled with a diadem ? Was it not under your 
fugitive footsteps, that the throne gave way ? A 
throne, which you ought to have defended, sceptre in 
. hand 1 What crimes has your weakness invited ? 
Even now, when an unbounded courage, an un- 
bounded devotedness wishes to punish the former, and 
4'epair the consequences of the latter, you stagger, you 
tempoiize, you refuse ! How the anarchists ought to 
applaud you ! Who more than you is their accomplice? 
But the hope, which theyUiuild on your terror, more 
^ban on their audadty, that hope «haU be deceived 1 



Born from the first sovereign house, daughter of the 
itamortal Maria Theresa, wife of the king of France, 
mother of the presumptive heir, I am determined to 
justify those titles. In spite of you, I shall snatch you 
from this dungeon ; in spite of you, I will again place 
the crown on your pale brow ; in spite of you, you 
shall again become a king ; and in spite of you, Eu- 
rope will believe, that you are a man ! During this 

apostrophe, continued Toulan, Louis, disconcerted, 
had seated himself in an arm chair, and seemed deep- 
ly sunk in a reverie ; his children were sobbing in the 
arms of Madame Elizabeth, who sighed bitterly, and 
lifted towards heaven her eyes bathed in tears. Un- 
moved by this melancholy picture, the queen address- 
ed me ; Toulan, said she, I am .satisfied with your 
seal, give me more proofs of it ; Antoinette makes 
this request, added she, accompanying the last words 
with a vanquishing look, which it would be a sacrilege 
to'disobey ; then rsdsing her head with an imposing 
pride ; your queen orders it ! I was going and taking 
leave of their majesties, when Louis XVI. springing 

forcibly towards itie, and seizing me by the arm, ex- 
li 
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claimed -mth a voice choked with rage ; and I forbiii 

you, once snore, wo unto you if you dare disobey \ 

He left the room after these words, and retired to his 
closet. 

Love, which consumed the heart of Toulanj a lov^ 
which the adroit Antoinette kept alive with hopes ; 
t he aSront offered him by the king, perhaps also some 
ambitious views, which in spite of us are more or less 
mbgled with our most indifferent actions, and direct 
the rest, had such powerful effects on the municipal 
officer, that he could no longer hear reason. I left 
. him, and was filled with grief under the conviction, 
that his attempt could not be succes^ul, ^ce the 
king, in whose favour it was to be made, absolutely 
disapproved of it. I thought it would accelerate hia 
ruin, the destruction of his party, and ensure success 
to the factious. 

Mrs. Melwood, whom I consulted, was fiighten* 
ed with the despair depicted on my countenance, when 
she learned the ca^se of it ; she begged of me to 
make a new atten^t with the king* We went to th^ 
pavilion, from which I transmitted to their majesties 
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a billet, m the most pressing terms. Bat to my ex« 
treme mortificatioii) it was not answered. Over- 
whelmed with the greatest sorrow, I had recourse to 
the reflecting glass, to penetrate into the apartment, 
and in a manner into Lous's mind. What a moving 
spectacle was offered to my view ! The monarch, partly 
reclining on his bed, his face covered with his hands, 
•ne of which held a handkerchief to his eyes, was 
surrounded by his sbter and daughter prostrated at 
his feet, while a little &rther young Charles, having 
his arms encircled round his mother's neck^ seemed 
to solicit her vehemently, by his looks and gestures, to 
approach near her husband. This scene had lasted 
some minutes, when Louis, who apparently had been 
moved by entreaties, opened his arms towards the 
queen, and with eyes filled with tears, invited her as I 
judged to a reconciliation. Antoinette, whose pride 
always yielded to the impresnons of friendship, and to 
the voice of nature, flew predpitantly, and sunk in 
the arms of her husband, who having embraced her 
tenderly, arose, and traced these words on the tele- 
graph ; " Do for the i^9t^ I content to every tfdng '*•*»* 
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1 earned this answer to TotilaD) who received it coolly) 
aasunog me tha? it would not alter th^ last resolu* 
tioDS. 

Night agi&n began to overspread the earth ; the 
hour, appointed for the enterpnse^ was not distant ; I 

went with Edwin to mj post to await it that is in 

Mrs. Melwood's house. 

We did not contemplate the advantage of the crisis, 
about to commence^ without shuddering. Was there 
ever one more important in its results, and more terrible 
in its display ? What a frightful problem to resolve \ A 
family to be rescued, a monarch to be restored to the 
fulness of his power, an empire tp be again submitted 
to the laws, which it had shaken off, and to be driven 
again wiUiin Jthe limits, which it iiad overleaped ; a 
i^M^tion composed of the destroying elements of anar- 
chy, pillage, and devastation, to be restrained and 
curbed, its chiefs to be punished ; the advocates of 
republicanism to be watched, and the very instru- 
ments of this revolution to be kept in order, and 
directed, for fear, that under the mask of heroic sen- 
timents, which had deteimined themi they might con- 



ceal and satiate some vile passion. The accomptish* 
ment of a plot, which required such consummate 
wisdom, led me to doubt the possibility of a success 
equal to my desires and expectations. Oh God I ex- 
claimed I, since thou holdest in thy hands the hearts 
of kings, and the destinies of empires, dispose of those 
of France for thy great glory, and her ^atest- hap- 
piness I 

The curtain of night was dropping gradually. From 
« 
the pavilion, where I was, I observed what passed in 

the streets under the Rotundo, and in the out yards of 
the Temple^ and watched with anxiety the inmates of 
this dismal tower. The prisoners had been separated ; 
a small lamp, placed on the king's secretary, was the 
only light in his apartment. I had seen the monarch 
composed, whilst in chains, and at the instant that he 
expected his deliverance, he looked uneasy, thought- 
ful and distressed. He was walking briskly and stop- 
ped now and then, sighed vehemently, sat do:wn at 
times to write, and, after tracing a few lines, rose 
again, and agsun hastily walked the room. On a sud' 
den he fell on his knees, lifted towards the God« 
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of empire^ the King of kings, his innocent hands^ 
1 thought by his gestures, that he besought him to 
avert from France the horrors, which the awful mo- 
ment portended. Unfortunate prince 1 how severely 
Heaven has dealt with thee and France i Since thy 
prayers poured at the footstool of the Almighty by the 
angel of mercy, were not heard I Since he answered 
thee with hb mighty rod I 

Already had the brass resounded twelve times ; al- 
ready had my blood been twelve times congealed 

My son, ssud abb6 Fermont interrupting himself and 
addressing me, that night did not resemble this! 
Now, the coolness of autumn b tempered by the dy- 
ing rays of the sun, which seems to leave the horizon 
reluctantly ; this foliage, seemingly agitated with sighs, 
is, as it were, an emblem of a depaited spring, and 
this beautiful sky, resplendent with fiery spheres, im- 
merges our souls in thoughts of magmficence and 
immensity. But that disastrous night did not offer 
tltts a»8oling a^ct* A frosty atmo6|^re scattered 
from all quarters its piercing and chilling darts; 
krge and stationary clouds, distended with frost and 
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.sDoWy concealed the coDsoting azure sky^ whoee vault 
resounded from time to time with clamours of ftuyy 
succeeded by intervals of an awful silence. 

Some minutes before the appointed time, I thought 
I distinguished, by the £sunt light of the lamps, a 
whitish and light smoke, issuing from one of the an« 
gles of the smallest tower. This, said I to Mrs. 
Metwood, as I affectionately squeezed her hand, this 
is the signal i Listen, we must soon hear the aiatm 
gun. At that moment Edwin entered ; courage, said 
he, all goes well, the signal is given i You will soon 
hear the alarm gun i Fanny followed her brother; 
do you see the smoke, said she mysteriously ? We 
shall soon hear the alarm gun I This terrible word 
-vibrated on my ear, echoed through my heart, and 
my mouth murmured, alarm »....alarm ! 

Through a huge cloud of black and thick smoke, 
a sparkling fire soon shines, penetrates, and blazes 
Ibrth, at first resembling a column, it next extends 
in a long, trembling, and vivid flame, which seems 
eomplacently to lick the old grates. No doubt, some 
combustibles, diligently collected, feed it generously. 
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fi>r in the twinkling of an eye, it grows, rises, and 
displays itself, and winds like a dreadful serpent round 
the tower of the dungeon. The sight of the confla- 
gration excites commotion, the people in a ferment 
begin to assemble. The king, whom the glaring light 
astonishes and warns, seems more alarmed, than the 
rest. Piercing cries are heard on all sides ; the Tem- 
ple bell rehdft the air with its hasty peals ; the crowd 
sufells like tremendous agitated waves ; I observe the 
drawbridge coming down, and the people inundating 
the court of the Temple. Although I had not heard 
the gun of the new bridge, I had no longer a doubt> 
that the orgiknized consprators had commenced the 
execution of their project. Mrs, Clara thought as 
I did i Fitz-Asland s^lies to inquire the truth. For 
my part, I thought my conjectures so well founded, 
that I began to prepare every thing for. the reception 
•£ the delivered captives. 

We remained a quarter of an hour in distressing 
suspense, still wondering that we did. not hear the 
gun, more and more alarmed by the progress of tfie 
iames, and by the noise and fermentation of the mul- 
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titude ; trembling at the same time for ^e fate of the 
royal family, and the safety of my pupil. Meanwhile 
the fire engines directed towards the focus of the con- 
flagration began to play ; the water spouting in para- 
bolic jets fell back in large sheets, Which divided the 
flames^ and ^ve rise to a vast ^reddish cloud of smoke. 
It was so thick that the king's window, towards which 
I occasionally turned my eyes with anxiety, was not to 
be seen. This disaster augmented at once my doubts 
and alarms. I, being no longer able to command my 
fears, left Mrs. Clara. I had gbne down but a few 
steps, when I was rudely assailed; I st^ed back, 
looked and discovered Edwin in the most frightful dis- 
order, his clothes torn off, his face covered with blood; 
I attempted to question him, but he seized me by the 
• collar, dragged me along, and compelled me to re* 
turn. Having entered the pavilion, he sunk into a 
chair, and began to breathe, with more ease ; Mrs* 
Melwood wiped the blood and sweat pouring from his 
face. I stood motionless and dared not speak to him...- 
Where is my daughter, exclaimed Mrs. Melwoo^ 
what has become of Fanny ? What has become of 
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hu family? Are they safe ? wa& all I could say, and 1 
trembled to hear the answer. 

Be calm, answered Fitz«Asland, be composed. 
My sister is safe, the king and his {JEonily have been 
preserved fi-om the daggers of assassins ; the villains 
are no more, and the prisoners live. In short the plot 
of the conspirators is defeated, the king will be held 
in closer ccnifinement than ever. Toulan and six of 

the principals are an^ested each word of my pupil 

was a thunderbolt I recovered however from the 
stupor, which his recital had brought upon my senses, 
and begged of him to be more explicit ; he gave me 
the following detail. 

I went out with Fanny ; we walked among the ranks 
of the soldiers under arms, and among citizens pro- 
vided with firehooks and buckets. I observed every 
countenance, questioned every look, and listened to 
every observation. Nothing announced that the con- 
spiracy was known, nor any design to aid it. Some 
smidl groups however were conversing in whispers ; 
I attempted to mingle with them,* but was rudely re- 
pulsed. All of a sudden a confused murmur ar6se. 



^d was soon heard in all directions ; it was said that 
the life of the kmg, and that of his femily were threat- 
ened. To hear this rumour, improve it, pierce through 
Ae crowd, and make way through the thickest groups, 
was but the business of a moment for me and<my sis- 
ter. We arrived at the first gates; they had been 
shut* Threatening every one with our sabres, after 
forcing the first, we reached the second still defended 
by two jailers, but a large man, well armed, carried 
those also, and proceeded with a mob. The thought of 
uniting with them, as one of their gang, darted across 
my mind with the rapidity of lightning. Their atrocious 
^gures, their furious ejaculaticms, their very arms, left 
me no doubt, that they were assassins. As I wore the 
uniform, and as I brandished my sabre over their heads, 
they permitted me to lead. Although aware of the dan* 
gers, which surrounded me, I rapidly revolved in my 
mind the means to save the prisonei^ from the inevita- 
ble death, tp which they were doomed. We had almost 
reached the third gate, when the trembling keeper 
threw away the keys, and fled precipitately, I seized 
«n themM...Meanwhile the C17 of death sounded around 
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me, and the mob were deliberating on the mode of 
exterminating the prisoners. At one glance I ob- 
served the different groups, I saw nothing but enraged 
countenances, fiery looks, foaming mouths, belching 
forth horrid imprecations. The number of the mur- 
derers was comparatively small, for determined to 
ascertain it, and having asked those present, whether 
their intention was to sacrifice Louis ? I remarked a 
mournful silence, interrupted by five or six voices on- 
ly, which claimed Ma head, I replied immediately, 
that it would be barbarous to murderprisoners, who, 
if culpable, were defenceless against our daggers, 
and would soon be judged. The greatest number 
applauded ; the murderous gang howled with rage, 
rushed on the door with impetuosity, surrounded me, 
and lifted their arms against me; I warded their 
blows with my sabre, and threatened with instant 
death every one daring enough to approach me. All 
of a sudden by the horrid light of the flames, which 
illumed this still more horrid scene, I saw the glitter- 
ing of a sword^blade pointed towards my breast, I 
parried the thrust, but not so effectually as not to 
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ht slightly wounded. The sight of my blood embolden- 
ed my courage, and augmented my resolution. I struck 
"without sparing, and wounded two of the assassins. 
At this instant, a iast effort burst the door, and the 
villains were about to enter, I stood in the gap, and 
ciefended it retreatmg. One of the murdei'ers fell at 
my feet, the two, whom I had wounded, abandoned 
the struggle, the rest fled. The aspect of the king, 
who presented himself with calm, and majesty, ap- 
alled the multitude. ^' Here is my bosom, said he, 
strike, and stain your hands with the blood of your 

king. But spare my wife and my innocent &mily !'* 

These words», pronounced with firmness and energy, 
moved or dismayed the factious populace. I saw 
some confusedly casting their eyes towards the ground, 
and, others even shedding [tears. All the irritated 
pas$ion3 of the roaring multitude expired peaceably 
at the feet of the man, whose destruction they had 
just threatened A mumcipal officer arrived, he or- 
dered the people to disperse, and begged of tlie mon- 
arch to fear nothing. There was a double conspiracy 
existing against you said he lo him ; one, with aa 
jck 
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intention to liberate you from your captivity, and fo 
lead you itf triumph to the throne prepared for you ; 
the other) determined to sacrifice you and your &mily 
instantly. The vigilance of the communes and of the 
republicans had disconcerted these plots. SeTeral 
persons devoted to you^ and among them Toulan, hare 
just been arrested ; the extent of their crimes vnll be 
knovm. But as long as the coundl shall be respond- 
ble for you, daggers may threaten, but cannot reach 
your heart 1..... 

Fanny, who entered, vi^hen Edvvin closed his narradve, 
gave us ulterior information. It was reported, that the 
queen had boasted, in presence of the municipal officer 
on guard in her apartment, the night before, that the 
next would be the last of her confinement. This ob- 
servation had given uneasiness to the magbtrate, who 
immediately made his report to the authority. The 
communes, whose suspicions had been awakened since 
the examination of the queen, Clery, Chamilly, dc 
Malesherbes, and myself on the 10th. of August, be- 
ing confirmed in their mind by this information, had 
immediately placed 19 the most important posts, fidth- 
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ful and well tiied guards^ had changed the watch- 
words, and guarded the cannons vigilantly. It was ^Iso 
said} that as soon as the fire broke out at the Temple, 
Toulan, whom the council mistrusted, and who was 
incessantly observed, had made. his appearance at tiie 
guardhouse of the new bridge, where he expected to 
find his friends ; that he had been arrested there with 
two of his colle^ues, two presidents of sections, and 
a general officer ; that a list of the conspirators was 
Ibund on the latter, among whom the names of sev- 
eral men of note under the old and new order of things 
were cited ; that the greatest part of them were 
arrested and the rest sought after. Besides, that the 
prisoners were more closely confined, and placed un- 
der a more severe inspection, and that the administra- 
tion, having assembled, were deliberating on more 
vigorous measures to preserve their existence, the 
security oip their persons, and to guard against the 
consequences attached to their own high resp<msi- 
biUty. 

Thb information convinced me, that all possibility 
of evasion, or restoration had vanished i whether tlie 
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republicans had directed the catastrophe of the nighty 
or whether it was the effect of the efforts of anarchy* 
Under the first supposition, this hope, and I may say 
certainty, remained, that the king's life, and I may 
say that of his family, wotsid be spared, and, that they 
would eventually recover their liberty. But admit- 
tuig the other hypothesis, what a sad perspective offer- 
ed req>ecting the illastrious captives ! T thanked 
Heaven, that amidst so many reverses, which plunged 
them again into an abyss of adversity, it had averted 
from their heads, not only the cutlasses, but even the 
suspicions and hatred of the vncked ; by that means 
aa obscure but fidthful servant m%ht at least be pre* 
served for this &mily so unhappy, that even their 
enemies confess them so. Before I left the house of 
Mrs* Melwood, I gave Louis an account of the prin- 
cipal results of this fiital day, giving him also new 
assurances, that my devotedness, which an unexpect- 
ed accident had not impaired, would last as long" as 
my life. ^ I had given up all hopes l(»ig before this 
tin^ answered the king, this event completes my 
sacrifice. I pity the queen and my sister, and I weep 
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over my poor children ; I claim your friendship for 
them alone now ; and I think you ought to pray for 
the repose of my soul, as though I were dead alrea- 
dy I" I could not read these moving lines, and I can* 
not even repeat them at this instant, without am ag<»iy 
of mind, and without shedding the most bitter tears. 

On the next day, 3d. of December, the setting of 
the convention was very tumultuous. The most atro- 
cious motions were made with all the impudence of 
triumphant anarchy. It was even moved, that Loub 
should lose his head within twenty four hours. The 
republicans used every exertion to oppose those can- 
nibal ideas ; but when the assembly, having recover** 
cd from its first fury, proposed the question. Whether 
the king should be triedy and whether its members should 
try him ? They eagerly voted for the affirmative, in 
opposition to the sentiments, which they had till then 
manifested, breaking their word which they had 
pledged to me through Manuel ; but they were 
frightened by the eflforts, which the prostrated gov- 
ernment made to rise again. Strange concatenation 
of human destinies I The efforts, made to counteract 
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their decree, augment their force and velocity. As 
an overwlielming torrent, the emancipated oifsprlDg 
of irritated nature, to which frail art attempts to offer 
its inefHcieut barriers, crushing every opposition in its- 
tumultuous course^ drags every, thing along in it& 
rapid current, receives additional vehemence, and 
marks its way witli the most dreadful devastation* 
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